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CIRCUMSPECTION AS TO FAMILIAR 

FRIENDSHIPS. 



" Purge out therefore the old leaven y that ye 
may be a new lumpy as ye are unleavenedy — i 
Cor. v., 7. 



In the verse before this, the writer of this 
Epistle had remarked that, "A little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump ; " and it must be the 
duty of all Christians, possessing access to the 
Holy Scriptures, to mark the significance of 
these words ; for they signify that, as ia little 
leaven leaveneth the whole lump of dough into 
which it is put, so did that particular sin (whereof 
one of the members of the Corinthian Church 
had been flagrantly guilty) defile, all the rest, 
unless it should be sternly reproved and dis- 
countenanced by the rest. A single member 
of the Corinthian Church had beei) guilty of a 
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flagrant deed of lust ; and the Apostle Paul 
exercised his spiritual authority by a letter to 
that Church, writing, "In the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. When ye be gathered together, 
and my spirit, with the power of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to deliver such a one unto Satan, for the 
destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be 
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus." The 
meaning of which is (no doubt) that, by some 
formal public notice of his crime (I do not now 
dwell upon the whole subject before the as- 
sembled Church of Corinth wherewith this 
passage is mixed up), that offender was to be 
struck out of the number of their members ; 
moreover, that he should be thereby exposed to 
the power of Satan ; apparently with certain 
painful effect upon his health or welfare in this 
present life, or with an inheritance of disease or 
misfortunes, such as, it may be, we often see 
cleave to the after-career of the same person 
who, in his antecedent life, had taken no heed 
to holiness such as Christian duty requires of 
every one. 

On the contrary, while within the protecting 
shelter of membership with the Church, going 
in and out in participation of the holy teaching 
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there provided, still joining in the united prayer 
and praise, and profession of a common belief 
in the saving truths of Christ's religion — still a 
Christian worshipper in the frequent coming 
together to eat bread, or partaking of the bread 
and wine at the Lord's Shipper ; — in all these 
spiritual defences and provisions to the believer 
worthily and freely participating, there has been 
safety from the enemy, who as a roaring lion 
goeth about seeking whom he may devour. 
Moreover, I dare express an opinion that there 
have been, as a rule, even prosperous circum- 
stances of this life follow the conditions of 
faithful service of the Lord. Whereas those 
who have been well instructed in the Lord's 
will, but have rebelled against His word and 
lightly regarded His counsel, it is a solemn 
consideration that, the Lord withdrawing from 
th.em, Satan has approached nearer, not merely 
in the character of a tempter, but in the cha- 
racter of a scourge and tormentor, or of a per- 
plexer of this life's fair prospects and hopes, or 
of a wearer-out with delusive expectations and 
bitter disappointments, or of a tyrant pursuing 
his victim with an eye watchful for his ruin. 

And so, however altered and modified by time 
and circumstances the amount of literal inter- 
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ference with individual sinners (who deviate) 
which the Church judicially exercises, there may 
be a number of sufferers upon whose prospects a 
dark cloud seems to cast its shadow ; with whose 
woes Satan's malice has to do, permitted as a 
scourge, after they have kicked at thorough 
Christian holiness, and strict continuance in the 
means of Christian holiness, and after they have 
become spiritually dead, or been, from neglect 
of godliness, going from bad to worse. And as 
the Corinthians were required by the Apostle 
in public assembly to put away from among 
them that flagrant offender, so some exclusion 
of flagrant offenders from familiarity with them- 
selves by the rest is necessary amongst Chris- 
tians. 

And so persons notorious for offences that 
outrage the name of Christianity ( notwith- 
standing they are sufferers and losers by their 
folly) must not be familiarly associated with ; 
they must not be admitted to our unreserved 
intimacy and our full confidence, without the 
most satisfactory proofs of change of life. 

Christians must exercise choice in their friend- 
ships, otherwise the consequence must be, ill- 
chosen companions will make us worse, without 
our making them any better. We would at all 
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events only be with them, as our Divine Ex- 
ample was amongst publicans and sinners. We 
would weep, and sorrow, and sympathize with 
them in their least exhibition of godly sorrow. 
But with such we would avoid to laugh, or to 
play, or to be merry, or to be joyful, or to dis- 
cuss those plans and prospects of happiness 
which none can innocently forecast, except as 
coming from God's bounty to obedient children 
of His, but which the disobedient can only pur- 
sue as thieves and robbers. I mean those who 
don't really love God, obey Him, and trust in 
Him, have no right to His good benefits. 

Surely Christians are bound to be most cir- 
cumspect in regard to their company ; and the 
Apostle includes such circumspection when he 
writes, " Purge out, therefore, the old leaven." 
And surely if Christians neglect circumspection 
and caution about continuing the same familiar 
intercourse as before with those who have fla- 
grantly broken a chief commandment, " The 
whole lump is leavened," the taint and infection 
of the most dangerous vices will never be got 
rid of ; true religion and virtue can never be 
maintained. 

These remarks, I am sorry to say, are ren- 
dered painfully appropriate by the danger we of 
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this parish are in by the falling away of several 
of our number from time to time into sins in- 
compatible with the same free intercourse with 
their respectable Christian friends as before. 
The duty of purging out the old leaven forbids 
it If such persons cannot see their sin, and 
take the steps proper for due reconciliation with 
the Church ; if such persons are too haughty to 
apply to some godly minister, and otherwise 
show earnest repentance, or manifest an amount 
of concern for their state proportionate to the 
scandal they have caused, nothing but en- 
couragement of the same dangerous vices can 
come of admitting them to unreserved acquain- 
tanceship or friendship. 

Separate yourselves from these wicked per- 
sons. '* And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Get you up from about the tabernacle of Korah, 
Dathan, and Abiram ; and he spake unto the 
congregation, saying. Depart, I pray you, from 
the tents of these wicked men, and touch no- 
thing of theirs lest ye be consumed in all their 
sins." 

Remember also how Phinehas behaved when 
the vice we are referring to was encouraged by 
example of chief persons ; and how God com- 
manded Moses to suppress it by putting a num- 
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ber of the offenders to death ; and how Phinehas, 
by his courage against those two, turned away 
the Lord's wrath from the children of Israel ; 
when he was zealous for the Lord's sake among 
them, that the Lord consumed not the children 
of Israel in His jealousy. And remember how 
the Lord rewarded- Phinehas, and made his 
family great after him, for this zeal against law- 
less wantonness. 

So also is it necessary that Christians should 
preserve themselves a society acceptable to God, 
by marking with their disapprobation (at least) 
those persons whose intercourse amongst them 
has become an evil leaven, imparting a foul 
taint to those with whom it comes in contact. 
For first of all it seems necessary that there 
should be preserved a pure, holy, Christian so- 
ciety about us, wherein those holding position, 
acquiring wealth, position, and character, are 
also unmistakably examples of virtue, and haters 
of vice — lovers of holy Christian conduct, and 
noticers of such conduct in others ; also carrying 
weight with their influence, when it becomes 
their painful duty to withdraw from the bringer 
in of the poison of vice. 

And there is an application of the text, 
" Purge out the old leaven, that ye may be a 
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new lump," in regard to the . preserving of a 
holy Christian society in the world, as a true 
light to those whose aim it is to win respect 
and position in such society — to make it as little 
as possible a fear that such winning may be 
nothing to win, have nothing in it of Christian 
success, or not require a godly purity, and 
honesty, and industry, with a devout faith in 
God to strive after. 

We want first so zealously to make vice 
shameful, that an honest struggle for an im- 
provement in worldly wealth or reputation shall 
be but another name for carrying out the Chris- 
tian duty of contending against vice— learning 
and labouring truly to get our own living — 
watching and praying lest we enter into temp- 
tation — redeeming our time from ignorance, 
idleness and folly, to nobler and better pursuits, 
whereby so many blessings have been sought 
and given as a reward to them that ^eek first 
the kingdom of God and His righteousness. 

But the great Christian society, that is to be 
the admiration of all, the praise, and joy, and 
light of the humblest believer, as well as of the 
highest in worldly rank, this must be preserved 
what it ought to be by the excellence of every 
individual member of it, who, by belonging to 
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it, and being a worthy member of it, feels 8f 
proud consciousness of a noble citizenshipr- 
something of that citizenship which is in heaven, 
but yet represented on earth, the more deeply 
Christian society on earth becomes purified from 
all manner of taints or blemishes. And there- 
fore let each individual member of Christian 
society, or member of the Church, purge out the 
old leaven in their own character ; and, until 
there is attained greater perfection in the com- 
mon standard of holiness, each must also take 
heed, by looking to the teaching of God's word 
for a guide, and thereby steer towards perfection 
in his or her own character. Let each be an 
example of truthful, sober, chaste conduct, and 
seek the Lord for help in this labour. Let 
those few (who are doubtless so placed for this 
very thing),,whose hearts the Lord hath touched, 
attend to their own personal religion, that they 
may be a leaven of that pattern, which many 
around them seeing and copying may be saved 
from sins they would otherwise much sooner 
yield to. 

And as we live in the midst of a thousand 
things attractive to the eye and the mind, and it 
becomes more easy for the simple to have more 
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wants than means, we want a few young persons 
\riser than the rest, to show examples of pru- 
dence, not to waste their scanty means upon plea- 
sures and objects they cannot afford, and could do 
without. It requires a few should learn to seek 
Christian grace to avoid the pride of appearing 
above what they really are, and buying what 
they don't want. It requires a few should have 
grace to see that, through such seemingly in- 
nocent indulgence of ourselves, we become 
sooner enticed into indulgences that are not 
innocent, but sinful in the extreme, the highway 
to ruin of ourselves, and certain injury to the 
morals of many more, if not of all — "a little 
leaven leavening the whole lump." Still let all our 
personal efforts after improvement be elevated 
by zeal and love for all our fellow Christians, 
for the influence of our own carefulness upon 
that Christian society to which it is our joy and 
our pride to belong. Let us desire the glorious 
advancement of that until it become our own 
light and our stay, and the light and stay of 
thousands, and of all who come within its 
shelter. 

Therefore, if at the last of the days of an old 
and expiring year, we should look back upon 
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taints and blemishes in the world as a Christian 
society, let each endeavour to do their separate 
part in the work of reform that is perceived to 
be called for. Let this sentiment possess our 
minds for the highest and noblest cause, viz., 
that as a Christian society we may, through 
God's gracious forbearance, and giving us to 
see another year in this world — we may, during 
the new year, become a new lump — a new 
lump as ye are unleavened, or, I presume, with 
reference to the eating of unleavened bread, as 
ye ought to be free from the leaven of malice 
and wickedness. For Christians, we read in 
the text, are unleavened. For they receive the 
purifying grace of God if they will only make 
use of it, and seek its increase, to unleaven their 
corrupt nature, and purge out from their hearts 
the original evil leaven of that old Adam (which 
this infection of nature has been called). 
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SANCTIFY YOUR MERRY MAKING. 



" // was meet that we should make m^rry and 
be glad : for this thy brother was dead and is 
alive again; and was lost and is found!' — Luke 
XV., 32. 



My object in the choice of this text, taken from 
that beautiful touching parable of the " prodigal 
son " as it is called, was with the view of de- 
riving from it something of a suitable heading 
to a sermon upon the manifestation of Christ to 
the Gentiles. I wanted, I trust, (the Lord 
being my helper ) to impress our minds deeper 
with a sense of the love of God which ordained 
that the salvation through His beloved Son 
should be preached in all the world. And when 
we are convinced that we owe all our greatest 
blessings to that benevolent counsel of the will 
of our heavenly Father, our thankfulness will 
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indeed deserve to be expressed in every possible 
way : for God foresaw that His once beloved 
people would fill up the measure of their iniquity 
by despising His only Son and His gospel, 
though to them He came first, as to His own. 
But His own though they were, they received 
Him not. 

All things (in this, as in every other instance 
of the deliberate wrong judgment of a people ) 
still worked for good, by His power who brings 
good things out of our evil. Moreover, Christ's 
first care towards them was portrayed by the 
parable of the Great Supper, and they were in 
the privilege of those first invited to that supper 
who with one accord began to make excuse. 
And their cold and thankless excuses caused 
the issue of the order next spoken of, to go into 
the highways and hedges that the Master's 
house might be filled ; and their conduct caused 
the Master s wrath to be expressed thus, " that 
not one of those that were bidden should taste 
of His supper." And so God's house, the 
Church, was to be filled with joyful lovers of His 
spiritual refreshments, and patient waiters upon 
His care for all other needful supplies, from 
amongst all nations— i.e. from amidst nations 
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that had been for ages darkened by ignorance 
of God and His holy laws, but corrupted by 
that false religion, which at length came to be 
used as a sanction to those vices which it should 
be the effect of all religion to restrain. Take 
heed we don't so misuse our truer revelation ; for 
this is what for many ages was applicable to the 
rest of the world besides Jews. " They did not 
like to retain God in their knowledge, and God 
gave them over to a reprobate mind to do those 
things which are not convenient Being filled 
with all unrighteousness." And I cannot well 
detain you now to read the long list of the 
devil's works; wherewith the Gentile world 
(though termed civilized) abounded, that follow 
next in this passage of Scripture. The other 
nations were then perhaps farther gone in 
vicious habits than the Jews, although they 
sinned more ignorantly at the time of Christ's 
coming. Those nations (amongst whom were 
the forefathers of now Christian England's 
people) were impersonated in the younger son 
of the parable, while the Jews at the time of 
Christ were impersonated jn the elder son. 
Like the younger son, the Gentile nations mis- 
used all the bounties of their heavenly Father, 
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rebelled against his restraints, and that original 
knowledge being all spent which must have 
been once derived to them from their earthly 
ancestors, Noah and his sons, they became 
destitute of the blessings which can flow from 
true religion alone. The Gentiles, I say, were 
like the younger son of the parable ; for like 
him they were dead in trespasses and sins ; like 
him they were lost and gone astray, like sheep 
that were lost ; like him they became awakened 
to their condition and the cause (the preaching 
of the Gospel effected that assistance to them) 
they came to themselves. And so from the 
first going forth of the Apostles and their com- 
panions, people of all nations have come to them- 
selveSy and they have repented in the spirit of 
the younger son's next step, thus expressed, 
" I will arise and go to my father, and will say 
unto him, ' Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before thee, ahd am no more worthy to be 
called thy son.' " And so may every one of us 
now return to our heavenly Father, with confi- 
dence in His readiness to help us, although we 
have sinned against Him. And we could not 
have had the choice of so doing unless Christ 
(who came first exclusively unto His own 
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people, the Jews) had been manifested after- 
wards as a Saviour to the Gentiles. They could 
not have so done if what the Church Feast of 
Epiphany just past is a remembrance of had 
not been mercifully determined on ; if God had 
not made Jesus' salvation to include people of 
every nation. 

But now every penitent sinner is watched in 
his first turning by His heavenly Father, when 
he is yet a great way off, when he is still very 
far from what he ought to be. For that father 
in the parable did but faithfully picture God's 
condescension and kindness towards sinners, 
who " saw his son, and had compassion, and 
ran, and fell on his neck and kissed him." 
Such are the privileges which the preaching of 
the Gospel in all the world — whereof we are 
favoured partakers — has procured to await our 
sincere acceptance of its message, and following 
up of its commands. 

I say, these are merciful provisions for people 
of a whole world which lieth in wickedness to 
reflect upon with thankfulness. Even after so 
many ages since the whole world's Saviour came 
and His Gospel, (that was the world's only cure, 
but from men's neglect has not cured it) there 
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is a deep sense of thankfulness due to God that 
.some, and we trust many, are being saved by it. 
Many are ever finding it a source of their best 
blessings. 

But there is also the elder brother, who 
impersonated, it is presumed, the envious 
Jews, who grudged seeing the favour of God 
offered to sinners of the Gentiles. The Jews 
contrasted their own strict observance of the 
letter of the Law of Moses with the Gentiles' 
many offences against right They were too 
proud, as we are all so liable to be, of their own 
performances, much too sensitive to their own 
claims, as we are all liable to show ourselves. 
Like the elder son who was angry, they were 
angry ; like him they would not go in ; like 
him, they would not share the blessings of the 
Gospel with others they thought less deserving 
than themselves. " Lo, these many years do I 
serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time 
thy commandments, and yet thou never gavest 
me a kid, that I might make merry with my 
friends." 

How expressive of that spirit of envy which 
proved so- fatal to the Jews ! And what more 
concerns all of us is this : Whether this is not 
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also expressive of feelings which often deprive 
many of us of the thankful, cheerful, happy 
spirit which a more just value of our Christian 
privileges ought to produce. 

Only consider what is that your heavenly 
Father has brought you to, a state of salvation, 
to a state of grace in this life, and glory in the 
life to come. Have you so taken advantage of 
this His favour as to heartily thank Him ? 

And, moreover, I would next observe : What 
sweetness this our common benefit should im- 
part to the meeting of friends together "i And 
where the thought is reasonable, that any 
gathering of many friends and neighbours to- 
gether derives its quiet, pleased, and joyous tone 
from the effects of their common Gospel faith, 
one would decide it was meet that they should 
make merry and be glad. And so when Chris- 
tian friends and neighbours assemble, as you 
have many of you, at certain seasons, was it 
not meet that you should be merry and glad ? 
Could not the application be made to each one 
present ? This thy brother or sister was dead, 
and is alive again, and was lost and is found. 

For each one, when they had otherwise been 
dead to all hope, Christ made alive by recon- 
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ciling to His Father. Each one present at 
some party of festivity, for the day forgetting 
earthly cares, might always forget them and 
defy them, owing to the eternal joys to which 
they had obtained a title upon the merciful 
terms. of the Gospel ; or each one present, who 
had perhaps come back from some distant 
place of employment, lost sight of for some 
time, and once again found in health by his or 
her friends ; but for the Gospel of Christ was 
lost from the company of God's people, and had 
been found and reinstated. 

The lost sheep had been with much diligence 
recovered by the Divine owner ; so had the 
means of salvation been placed within reach of 
those fellow Christians with whom we have met 
at times on holiday occasions. 

The mirth and gladness of the young, we 
trust, ( none the less for its being unconsciously 
so,) has much to do with the grace which God 
only vouchsafes through the manifestation of 
His Son. The strengthening of the hearts of 
those further advanced in years, by being where 
lighter young hearts show themselves, must be 
also referred to our Saviour Christ's blessings. 
Only let all our meetings of long absent friends, 

c 2 



20 Sanctify your Merry Making, 

relatives, and neighbours, in parties of pleasure 
and amusement, be sought for the advantage 
of seeing Christians at their best; for quick- 
ening our interest in each other's good ; for 
preparation (by making ourselves happy to- 
gether here,) for being for ever happy together 
hereafter, with no admixture of sin or sorrow, 
to ever mar our joys. 

And so thankfully accepting God's service, 
under the New Covenant of grace, wherein His 
service is become perfect freedom, and there 
need be no slavery but that of sin. May the 
moderate recreations and amusements that God 
spares us to share together, be ordered by His 
mercy, to make us afterwards stronger to dis- 
charge the serious duties of life. And may the 
recollections of meetings for pleasure and amuse- 
ment be ever so refreshing that we may be 
satisfied with ourselves for taking part in them, 
and more thankful to God for these and all His 
goodness to us> and so able to conclude that it 
was meet that, as partakers of so great pros- 
pects of joy with our blessed Saviour hereafter, 
we should sometimes, though we cannot always, 
be merry and glad upon earth. Indeed we can- 
not always be glad ; indeed we cannot easily 
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now unbend for mirth or pleasure, and not find 
temptation attend us still, so that either we be 
too much exalted with excitement, or some root 
of trouble, anxiety, or sin, soon lead us astray 
and turn all our joy into heaviness ; or else 
some severe case of neighbour's affliction, 
springing up and seem to rebuke our too free, 
indulgence in mirth ; and while we compassion- 
ate those upon whom the stroke of misfortune, 
sickness, or bereavement may have fallen heavily, 
in the rtiidst of our stream of delight let us en- 
deavour to obtain of God a contrite sense of our 
own unworthiness of the least of all His mercies, 
and a more settled sense of the necessity of all 
our mirth being sanctified by faith in the pro- 
mises and privileges brought to our acceptance, 
in the wide opening of the gates of the heavenly 
city, to ourselves and to all people ; and then, 
as returning prodigals, it were somewhat the 
more meet that we should be glad and rejoice, 
or that we should still prefer Jerusalem in our 
mirth, in that (being penitent) our Heavenly 
Father doth absolve us, so that we seem even 
now alive again for evermore. 



22 



SATISFACTION WITH SELF, AND 
DISSATISFACTION. 



" And He spake this parable unto certain which 
trusted in themselves^ that they were righteouSy 
and despised others." — Luke, xviii., 9. 



There might have been a few persons amongst 
those in the habit of hearing the daily dis- 
courses of our Lord Jesus Christ to whose high 
opinion of themselves, and mean opinion of 
others, this parable of the Pharisee and the 
Publican had a special application. And there 
may be correctly supposed, that at the present 
time also, there are many whose case it remark- 
ably fits, and whose spirit it most emphatically 
condemns. Yet, though condemnation it may 
not pronounce upon the generality of Christians, 
as under a strong delusion with regard to their 
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works being meritorious, and course of life 
highly acceptable to the Almighty, this pa- 
rable may portray such delusion as one to- 
wards which even joy and peace in believing 
may sometimes be the road, or the satisfaction 
which the approval by the conscience of right 
actions bestows ;" the luxury," (as it has been de- 
scribed) " qf doing good," may sometimes hasten 
the best of people to feelings akin to trusting 
in themselyes, that they are righteous, and des- 
pising others. This parable may very correctly, 
I say, portray two different states of mind, which 
have often come over the same individual : one, 
wherein his devotions have missed acceptance 
and fruit; the other, wherein they have been 
followed by spiritual refreshment, little short of 
miraculous — ^power, energy, and zeal, in duties 
that had appeared clean gone for ever, and 
become next impossible ! 

The parable may be taken then, \ suppose, 
as a standing Divine protest against the thought 
that we can measure or weigh out our service 
to God, and then paying it, discharge our debt 
to Him with no further claim to settle. And no 
matter what the amount we should determine 
upon, as our debt to God, if we went about 
paying it off, as the way to be free from all 
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blame, we should lose our labour. The Phari- 
see went this way to work : he'^;>bserved his 
fasts twice a week, and was exact iri^ his tithing 
of all that he possessed, and then he seems to 
have congratulated himself : what more can God 
require of me ? And similarly every sort of re- 
ligious act may be rendered by measure and 
weight, as it were, to leave behind a similar 
self-glorying — ^what more can God require ? 

The acts however, upon, which the Pharisee 
grounded his satisfactory estimate of himself, 
must not be reckoned, ( for all his mistake ) to 
have no place in an acceptable religious service. 
Or, because of the Pharisee's mis-calculation, 
people must not the less reckon it a momentous 
obligation to be moderate, to be temperate, to 
be sober, to be chaste, to keep the body under 
if needful for these ends, by "fastings oft." 
Neither because the Pharisee plumed himself 
upon his tithing every description of property 
he owned, is God the less mocked by those 
persons who profess to be His worshippers, and 
omit to devote ample gifts, ( out of His bounty 
to them,) towards holy objects. 

It is very desirable that the outward public 
services of the Church should be strictly and 
regularly attended by all professing Christians ; 
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and it would be a sign, in most cases, of a depar- 
ture from God, when regular attendants at 
Church began to absent themselves frequently 
from Church services without reasonable excuse. 
Yet regular attendance at Church can be con- 
ceived to be viewed by some persons as a ground 
for siaying within themselves, what more does 
God require? or for writing down themselves 
" not as other men are," picturing, perhaps, all 
others who don't show their religion in exactly 
the same observance as a very wicked world 
streaming down to perdition, while their own 
foundation is upon a rock. Their foundation 
may be upon a rock, or it may not, every time 
they have attended a service at Church, or 
every, time they have performed their devotions 
at their own homes, or every time they have 
been communicants at the Lord's table. In all 
these, consist the exercise of ourselves in that 
belief, whereon we depend for a blessed immor- 
tality ; and if that belief be ever held fast 
throughout them all, then such observance 
cannot but be profitable. 

For what is that belief? not that we are 
righteous, not that we are anything of ourselves, 
but that we are much through Jesus Christ. It 
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is a comfortable belief, that sins burdening our 
conscience are pardonable by God through 
Je3us Christ ; that " if we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 

Yet what comfort, where the sense of sins gives 
no uneasiness ? where there is no sorrow or 
shame, or dissatisfaction about the life men 
have been leading being after the deceitfulness 
of sin, the world, and the devil, or far short of 
what is known to be the life of men and women 
seeking the things that are above, and with 
affections set thereon. Therefore it is impos- 
sible for a person enlightened with the principle 
of the New Covenant, to set about any religious 
exercise as a debt easily discharged, or a task 
easily performed and done with. The exercises 
of his religion are means of continuing the 
communion with a Divine source of unfailing 
supply to wants that are ever returning ; and 
surely the want of assurance for pardon of our 
past sins, is a want ever coming back to a sober, 
reflecting Christian. 

For the daily breaking of some commandment 
afresh, not only in such a person's mind is itself 
a serious offence, requiring an appeal to the 
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Saviour's merits to cancel it, but is enough 
( without it be repented of,) to make the guilt of 
a whole life once more an intolerable burden. 
" All his righteousness, that he hath done shall 
not be mentioned in his trespass that he hath 
trespassed, and in his sin, that he hath sinned, 
in them shall he die," And perhaps some such 
considerations of liability which all are in of 
danger through fresh sins, were in the Apostle's 
mind at the time of writing, " Why stand we in 
jeopardy every hour?" The true believer, there- 
fore, will have scarce any cause to suppose that 
his need of pardon is disproportionately small 
to that which is implied in the forms of address 
to Almighty God in constant use. " Have 
mercy upon us miserable offenders," or, " we 
have erred and strayed, like lost sheep," or, 
" deal not with us after our sins." On the con- 
trary, he will feel cause to make frequent re- 
membrances of his sins committed long ago, the 
subject of his confessions ; he will wisely charge 
himself with careless folly, where he perceives 
his present imperfection to be a leaven of old 
sins, that he has been too neglectful of purging 
out. 

Sufficient has perhaps now been said, to make 
it apparent that the Publican's way of coming 
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before God in his prayer was the .same which 
an enlightened sense of the Gospel principle of 
acceptance would render most proper for the 
greatest Christian Saint. For sin has never, 
with any man, been so completely overcome in 
this life, that his surroundings cease to be favour- 
able to sin's repetition. He goes on perceiving 
blemishes he cannot help, and heights he cannot 
reach ; or even if he attain to this height which 
brings a stedfast holy longing to put off this 
tabernacle ( his present body,) and exchange it 
for a house eternal in the heavens, it will still 
have a strong tinge of dissatisfaction with himself 
in it His present consolation is still found to 
be sustained, only by renewed applications in 
religious exercises for pardon and grace. And 
yet, because all Christians have need to approach 
God as miserable sinners like the Publican, they 
have the smallest need in the world to set before 
themselves other pattern than the most holy 
life, lest they should not be like the Publican in 
that respect, where his example was good ; nor 
are we to think lightly of the several sins that 
are often practised amongst Christians, of a dark 
and scandalous description, because Christ came 
to call sinners to repentance. Experience does 
not afford evidence that the more people sin, 
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the more they come humbly before God like the 
Publican, or smite upon their breasts and say, 
" God be merciful to me a sinner." How many 
are present amongst the worshippers here 
this Morning, who have sins they ought 
to feel alarmed about, and confess after the 
Publican's example, but who are going down 
to their homes, it may be without any such imita- 
tion ! — who will fly to chat and laughter, and 
topics of worldly pleasure and interest, without 
a passing thought what favour they have obtained 
from God 

And perhaps there are some here present, 
whose sins have been of a deep dye ; or there may 
be others absenting themselves from the house of 
prayer, whose sins are giving occasion to some 
others here, for boastful self-estimation ; and yet 
could such notorious offenders against the purity 
that becomes every one that nameth Christ, 
choose the one only road to pardon for all, after the 
Publican's example, they might this very day be 
justified rather than Christians of higher preten- 
sions, who are in no such sorrow for sin ; or 
many sinners whose character had got tarnished 
in the eyes of men, many reputed Publicans and 
harlots, so their sense of sin led them this day 
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to imitate the Publican's truly penitent shame 
and sorrow before God. 

Again, though Christians find their inclina- 
tions towards confession of sin perpetual, and 
feel their need of pardon, and implore it con- 
tinually, they may derive satisfaction from a good 
conscience, from self-approval in regard to many 
portions of arduous duty they have been able, 
by God's grace, to fulfil ; or in regard to many 
lengths of sin to which they did not run, or in 
regard to many ruinous excesses from which 
they refrained, or in regard to various acts of 
charity which they performed, or in regard to 
many self-denials and sacrifices, they found 
necessary, and were enabled to carry out. A 
life which, through faith revealed in the gospel, 
has been much influenced for the better, may 
prove an encouraging evidence to a believer, 
that he, or she, has not believed in vain. But 
nevertheless not enough to make a sober Chris- 
tian feel satisfied, and able to boast, instead of 
confess sins burden before God. 

Brethren, lastly, I suppose every thoughtful 
disciple of Christ, feels that what little righteous- 
ness they may seem to have, requires all God's 
help they may obtain by prayer, seconded by 
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their own improved diligence, to keep. There is 
but one way of justification, and being accounted 
righteous, viz. by pleading the merits of Jesus 
Christ the righteous, we may regret the lives 
that others lead, but can afford to despise none. 
We are all sinners ; our business is to seek the 
Lord while we have time, that our own pardon 
may be sealed in heaven before we go hence 
and be no more seen. 



32 



CALL TO MISSIONARY ZEAL. 



" Knowing this, that our old man is crtuified 
with Hint, that the body of sin might be destroyed, 
that henceforth we should not serve sin'' — Rom. 
VI. 6. 



It was perhaps quite a remarkable event for 
Christianity when the great Apostle of the 
Gentiles wrote this Epistle, and addressed it to 
the Christians already won to belief in Jesus 
Christ amongst the inhabitants of Rome, the 
metropolis of the Gentile world. And so it was, 
what might have been expected, that St. Paul's 
fervent desires would seek vent, by making 
the subject of this Epistle God's incompre- 
hensible designs for saving, not only Jews, 
but Gentiles defiled by the most enormously 
corrupt moral standard. 

In the opening chapter accordingly, we find 
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the writer of this Epistle enumerating in a long 
catalogue the vices which had been prevalent 
amongst the various nations whereof the Gen- 
tile world was composed, to whom the Gospel 
was being now proposed as a basis of peace be- 
tween them and a " God of purer eyes than to be- 
hold iniquity'' How could such a proposal 
stand with right reason ? That an Apostlej a 
messenger from a God so holy, that he should 
propound from the same a Gospel with con- 
ditions of peace offered to the Greeks and to 
the barbarians, although he admits their cha- 
racter, " filled with all unrighteousness, fornica- 
tion, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness, 
full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity ;" 
although they were whisperers, backbiters, haters 
of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of 
evil things, disobedient to parents, without under- 
standing, covenant breakers, without natural 
affection, implacable, unmerciful." And yet the 
Apostle was not ashamed, he states just before, 
of the Gospel of Christ. There was nothing to 
be ashamed of in being a messenger of it, even 
to nations and individuals who could not avoid 
pleading guilty to some of the most flagrantly 
criminal vices which he proceeded to recognize 
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as prevalent far and wide. For he would show 
that the Gospel was chiefly efficacious in its re- 
formatory power, and so a welcome message 
to multitudes whose consciences were still at 
work condemning them for those vices. And the 
Gospel was therefore to be offered to all sorts 
of men, which found conscience an ally in ex- 
posing sin as a misery and a thraldom. And 
not only that, but supplied power to shake off 
the thraldom, and, moreover, supplied love for 
the more pure and perfect law of God, with 
ability to live better according to the same. 

The Apostle well explains the root of the 
mischief (springing indeed from the already 
corrupt plant, the sinful nature), that former 
disastrous choice, " not to retain God in their 
knowledge," and as the bearer of a Gospel 
which would restore to people the knowledge of 
God, and unfold with unwonted fulness the 
knowledge of His gracious will to save such as 
would attend to the message. Therefore the 
Apostle, and others who preached the Gospel, 
did not show God less a hater of vice than 
before, but they showed Him the Healer of it 
besides ! . And, moreover, they showed that 
God must be sought by all as Healer of their 
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defects, and no standard of virtue at which they 
could arrive would pass the scrutiny of that 
Great Day of Judgment, of which the Gospel 
prominendy gave warning : and, therefore, all 
must take heed to the other provisions of the 
Gospel for the healing of the stains of sin, the 
continual progress in holy living, and the 
acquittance in the end, after the resurrection, 
" when the judgment was set, and the books 
opened." 

And, therefore, it seems, I shall be engaged 
in an attempt that is far from being rendered 
superfluous, by the improvement of any Chris- 
tians of our times having reached a point past 
more improvement, if I seek, from the texty 
to impress upon all that there is a corrupt infec- 
tion in them having this name, the old man. 
" Knowing this, that our old man is crucified 
with Him, that the body of sin might be des- 
troyed, that henceforth we should not serve 
sin." This explanation of all those evil doings 
as the old man (or a corrupt nature from which 
they grew) when it was so explained by the 
Apostle Paul, was acceptable to heathens. 
These ancient heathens were rejoiced to hear 
that they were delivered from the just wrath of 
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God, against the transgressions which their old 
man had produced, by that wrath having been 
endured by Jesus Christ when He endured the 
cross. Those ancient heathens who received 
Christianity felt it the greatest boon and blessing 
that Christ's death had been accomplished, to 
make them a way to escape the fearful wrath 
of God, and opening to them the prospect 
of doing acceptable service to God. If (re- 
verting to the Apostle's catalogue) heathens 
to whom the Gospel was first proclaimed 
had been fornicators, then, upon becoming be- 
lievers, they were filled with thankful admi- 
ration of the Divine mercy which could pardon 
their past unclean living, though through a 
crucified Saviour, and rejoiced in the Divine 
grace to renounce sins of the flesh. If heathens 
to whom the Gospel was first proclaimed had 
been covetous, they, upon receiving the belief 
in treasures to be laid up for themselves in 
heaven, could cheerfully put apart on the first 
day of the week, according as God had pros- 
pered them, a liberal proportion of their earthly 
means. If heathens to whom the Gospel was 
first proclaimed had been filled with " malicious- 
ness, full of envy, murder, debate, deceit," upon 
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becoming believers in Jesus, whose meek and 
gentle conduct had never once been provoked to 
retaliate against enemies making Him the object 
of all these evil passions, they owned such un- 
worthy to be cherished in their hearts, and rejoiced 
in the grace of Jesus to follow His instructive 
example. If heathens to whom the Gospel was 
first proclaimed had been " haters of God, des- 
piteful, proud, boasters, disobedient to parents, 
without understanding," then, upon hearing the 
forbearance of God, that they were not con- 
sumed for all these things, but that God had, in 
love to sinners, provided a means of pardon for 
the worst of them, they did not (we may be sure, 
or the Gospel must have died at its birth) omit, 
laying them aside by help of the grace that was 
given to them. 

Thus that ancient heathen depravity and 
moral degradation was amenable to a marked 
change the moment it came in contact with the 
Gospel represented by the Apostles and first 
few exemplary converts. But as to this vital 
power of the Gospel, never ceasing entirely, at 
first extending wider and wider, and gathering 
reformed converts in parts of the old heathen 
world, of which Rome was the metropolis, the 
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first converting vigour has no doubt often been 
impaired. And if it has been impaired and re- 
covered, been impaired more, and recovered 
again, the end has no doubt been that its strong 
impression is for the most part become fainter 
and feebler amongst the long established 
churches of the world which answered to 
Gentile at the time of its first introduction. 

Numerous once illustrious churches, illus- 
trious for that reformatory power of the Gospel 
in operation to influence their own members, 
and to gain over true converts from with- 
out, have become extinct and passed away. 
Other churches have become corrupted in doc- 
trine and moral teaching, with deplorable evil 
consequences in the condition of the people. 
The Church of Rome, once foremost among 
the churches for life and light, we may say for 
eminent bishops, animated with the truest zeal, 
cannot be viewed without a suspicion that, 
through upholding of error and persecuting those 
refusing her false doctrine, has caused the way 
of righteousness to be evil spoken of in all the 
churches of the world. The Church of this 
country also, no doubt, has partaken of the 
effect of time and human frailty, rendering 
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fainter and feebler the most powerful agent of 
man's reformation, the Gospel of Christ How 
great multitudes of the people of this country 
have gone about the world, and scarcely given 
the impression that they professed any worship 
whatever, or possessed any remarkably superior 
moral code, or religious principles that guided 
their conduct ! 

And so we might have drifted rapidly back 
and returned to all those so-called dreadful 
Gentile vices, and might still from the same 
cause, i.e., not liking to retain God in our know- 
ledgey have continued, leaving our religion behind 
us at home, not caring to have it go about with 
us in the world, not giving a thought of our 
owing any obligation to influence others by 
letting our light shine before them. Now, 
from time to time, there are circulated reports 
of the exertions of those true Christians called 
missionaries, amongst savage tribes, red Indians 
and the like* In one or more of these reports, 
I had some time back noticed a remarkable 
hunger and thirst after the holy Gospel dis- 
played on the part of poor Indians, so that 
the barbarous chiefs, who had been violent and 
murderers, had become exemplary believers. 
And this had happened where, previously, the 
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so-called Christian white man had done nothing 
so remarkable amongst the natives as intro- 
ducing intoxicating drinks. But even where 
that temptation to the savage had to be con- 
tended with, I read that the heathen natives' 
had become the most interested in the Gospel. 
The white population were harder to be won 
from the gambling booths and other similar 
aids to evil living that disgraced Christianity. 
And so the observation seems warranted that 
Almighty God has provided new fields and 
fresh soil for His holy Gospel to be sown in 
and flourish upon, with a merciful regard to 
older churches, and members of older churches ; 
to rouse their waning zeal for the Gospel's 
work in themselves. For, depend upon it, no 
church, so well supplied as our own with the 
meat that endureth unto everlasting life, can 
grow cold and lukewarm in profession of the 
Gospel without danger. There is wanting a 
true appreciation of the things abovCy to which 
the Gospel has directed our affections, and a 
more decided renunciation of the yoke of things 
on the earth, the devil and all his works. 

Then be zealous to rescue heathens from the 
darkness, ignorance, and vice, which the devil 
has brought men under. Else the devil will 
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soon find means of enslaving ourselves to sin 
over again. Else sins wherewith he has too 
much held us enchained will still be irresistible. 
The pomps and vanity of this wicked world, no 
doubt, tempt on every side, and all the sinful 
lusts of the flesh find entrance among the guests 
of the kingdom. The Word is ever speedily 
choked and rendered unfruitful. 

The coming of the Lord draweth nigh. He 
cometh as a thief, as in the days of Noe, when 
the floods came, and took them all away : 
as in the days of Lot, when they followed their 
thoughtless pursuits, and knew not until the fire 
consumed them. 

How shall we fare, if we neglect so great 
salvation, to which we have been called ? 
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ON CHURCH UNITY. 



" / therefore^ the prisoner of the Lord, beseech 
you that ye walk worthy of the vocation where*- 
with ye are called. With all lowliness and meek- 
ness, with long-suffering, forbearing one another 
in love ; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace '* — Ephes. iv. i, 2, 3. 



Concerning this passage, there are few, we might 
suppose, who have had their hearts sincerely 
stirred about the Gospel and its best results 
following it, can have been indifferent bystanders 
when that subject. Church-unity, has been urged 
upon their attention. Few either, amongst the 
best portion of earnest Christians, can have 
omitted reading the signs of the times intelligently, 
to the extent of indifference that real and sound 
progress should be made continually towards 
Church-unity. In other words, few of those I 
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have named (do we feel prepared to admit) 
would not hail with delight a Church-unity ripen- 
ing to harvest, on a scale commensurate with 
what would satisfy whatever intense yearning 
after unity, has been so often claimed for these 
our times, as justifying bold expedients in the 
way of change to bring it about. 

Whereas then, Church-unity seems very 
capable of being made a plea for anxiety, with- 
out sufficient cause, let us proceed to inquire 
into the teaching of the Apostle in the text, 
whether, notwithstanding known divisions, such 
anxiety is still consistent with our Lord's precept, 
" See that ye be not troubled," and the Apostle's 
elsewhere, " Be ye not soon shaken in mind." 

To return, then, to the text : St. Paul, who 
wrote this passage, reminds his readers how 
precious that Word of the Lord the Gospel 
concerning which he was their instructor 
and g^ide, must be to himself, by mentioning 
that he was suffering imprisonment for it. 
He would the more speak, wjien he found 
a sense of duty and conscience void of offence 
his reward ; he would manifest the confidence 
of faithful self-sacrifice in that the service of his 
Heavenly Master required of him. He felt 
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that he was \h^ prisoner of the Lord, not of men, 
who could have no power over him, except it 
were given to them ; and so the Lord in that 
way ordained him witness of His truth, and 
messenger of His will with greater effect. He 
was content, he was satisfied, he was rejoiced 
with holy comfort in his situation. He needed 
not many words to convince his readers of that 
happy state of his feelings. He merely writes, 
" / therefore^ the prisoner of the Lord,' and then 
lets the earnest fervour of his words upon matters 
of edification and instruction to his readers 
teach and serve to sufficiently convince them, 
that what he preached he loved, and found his 
own stay and confidence under all that he 
himself endured. And next let us consider 
his words, and their exhortation, which was this, 
" That ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
ye are called!' Now here this Apostle seems to 
impress upon all readers, who should have re- 
ceived ample knowledge of salvation, through 
Jesus Christ, so much : — 

( I.) That they are partakers of a calling from 
God, the highest that can be conceived. 

( 2.) That such calling declared more clearly a 
hereafter than before, and unfolded to its hearers. 
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the life of the world to come, which was a world 
to be accounted worthy to obtain, which deserved 
infinite endeavour ; it deserved, that all they who 
had been called to obtain it, and invited to come 
and secure it as theirs, ( by a way most carefully 
adapted for them,) should walk worthy of such 
their calling or vocation. For multitudes of the 
race of man had not been so called, but had 
been left in great ignorance of God's provision 
for man in an eternal future state. Other men 
had been called to judge only by the light of 
nature what was pleasing or displeasing to 
their Maker ; or how the deeds done in the 
body should effect the condition of the soul after 
death. If they had some belief in the souls 
continuing still, of the rising again of the body, 
now proclaimed to all men, the wisest of the 
heathen seem to have been without an intima- 
tion. 

Moreover all those revelations which had been 
vouchsafed to the more favoured nation of Israel 
had not made even their calling, at any period 
of their history, equal in power, and spiritual 
blessings, to that high calling wherewith Chris- 
tians are called. For the best of that nation 
(highly favoured as they were of God,) felt 
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their privation of the Light which had now come 
into the world, so that many prophets and kings 
among them had desired to see, and had not 
seen, and to hear, and had not heard, concerning 
it. From these considerations we must under- 
stand a proposition, viz. as follows : That to 
receive ( under conditions favourable for its best 
influence upon them,) such a calling as the know- 
ledge of salvation, by Jesus Christ, and abundant 
means of obeying it, is not only the highest 
privilege, but one which imposes duties of 
marked improvement in life and character more 
strongly, in order to walk worthy of what they 
have received. 

I observed, to receive all this, under conditions 
favourable for its best influence, imposes greater 
duties. And therefore, I recognise frequent 
unfavourable conditions, for Christians* walking 
worthy of their vocation. And I might admit, 
that perhaps those conditions are often such, 
that those who suffer from them have little help 
for themselves. Indeed, I would observe, that 
our blessed Lord, in His parable of the sower, 
seems probably to include persons who, to a 
great degree, could not help themselves, amongst 
the hearers of the Word, viz. " by the wayside," 
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" in stony places," and " among thorns," in 
which unfavourable conditions (although the 
Word was partially or wholly unfruitful ) there 
would be merciful allowances made for people s 
performances. And so perhaps, while it will be 
more tolerable for Sodom at the judgment, than 
for some hearers of the Word of God ; neverthe- 
less, for other hearers, serious unfruitfulness 
would obtain more mercy, owing to the difficulty 
of their position, owing to one or more of those 
manifold means of spoiling its growth, which 
the enemy of man has been ever devising. 

And let me also observe another thing, viz. 
that, whereas Christ declared the gates of Hell 
should not prevail against His Church, we shall 
all do well to take warning, from that strong 
expression of Christ's, that verily the counsels of 
Hell or Satan's kingdom, ( for so we must inter- 
pret, "Gates of Hell,") would often seem to 
succeed — ^to hinder the blessings of the Gospel, 
to lessen its influence and power of making 
people holy and good, or would not easily suffer 
men to be worthy examples of the Divine 
message of salvation which they had received. 

Again, when we consider, how, during all the 
ages wherein Christianity has been handed 
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down, the Church of Christ has scarcely had 
any rest from the violent efforts of Satan to 
corrupt it and to distract it, we may well learn 
to regard many amongst all manner of professing 
Christians, (albeit of different denominations), 
with kind and charitable judgment, or as hearers 
of the Word, under conditions of great hin- 
drances of its best blessings to them, or as 
under hindrances for which (we would trust) 
the utmost allowances would be made at the 
great day of account. There is, then, the great- 
est reason for forbearance, for generous sympa- 
thy for respect towards all manner of professing 
Christians in this latter age in which we live, 
even for some with many serious errors in their 
notions. And only by doing so, I conceive we, 
in one important particular of our walk, shall 
keep within the Apostle's rule of walking-, 
" with all lowliness and meekness, long-suffering, 
forbearing one another in love." And, brethren, 
is it possible that we should any of us afford, 
without neglect of needful comfort of God s 
word, to refuse considerations which these other 
Scriptures may be fairly laid under contribu- 
tion for — to the subject of real and sound 
progress of Church unity, even that which must 
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have the surest tendency towards what (it would 
seem) many persons aim at impatiently, instead 
of cheerfully, as would be their wiser attitude, 
— the entire union of Christendom ? 

My brethren, I would the whole body of 
Christians throughout the whole world were 
enabled, by practical observance of St Paul's 
exhortation here, to be more successful in pro- 
ducing that astonishing unity for good which 
the Gospel has in it, wherewith to bless man- 
kind. But what grounds are there, how slender, 
if we examine them, perhaps they will prove for 
insisting that, at any period of the world before 
the great harvest when the tares will be 
separated from the wheat, any such perfection 
of unity will be seen ? * 

Again, there are arguments drawn on this 
subject from our blessed Saviour's prayer to His 
Father, which He uttered so shortly before He 

* Still we cannot doubt that important alterations of views that 
have come about amongst foreign Christians with regard to the 
claims of the Bishop of Rome, and with regard to the character 
of the Church of England, more just views in this case are being 
guided by Providence to improvement. Indeed, that meeting 
of what are called the Old Catholics, at which our own Bishop 
was invited to be present, may have been Divinely overruled to 
have made a beginning of greater sympathy between Eng- 
lish and foreign Chrisjtians. — 2yd Sept,, 1872, 
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was to lay down His life, that do not appear, to 
myself at least, quite so conclusive as some have 
seemed to believe. Truly, in that prayer we 
read of our Lord's saying, " Holy Father^ keep 
through thine own name those whom thou hast 
given me, that they may be one, as we are^ 
Truly, we notice His praying "for them also 
which should believe on Him through their 
word, {i.e. His apostles' word, arxd we will 
suppose believers of all ages down to the pres- 
ent time included), praying then for all believers 
on Him, "That Xh.ey all may be one; as thou, 
Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also 
may be one in us." Truly, the Saviour is 
recorded to have prayed thus, and to have 
added the intention of His prayer by saying, 
"that the world may believe that Thou hast 
sent Me." One thing with regard to this 
prayer of the Saviour's seems indisputable — - 
viz., this, that nothing could be more blessed for 
His Church than such lovely concord as our 
Lord Christ prayed to His Father there might 
prevail amongst His people, and nothing could 
be more calculated to win a wicked outer world 
from its unbelief, and from all its corruptions 
than such concord prevalent. 
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And another thing concerning this prayer 
must be as certain — viz. that all wilful disagree- 
ment and separation amongst Christians was 
abhorrent to the mind of the Founder of Chris- 
tianity, our Lord Jesus Christ ; and, therefore, 
all wilful disagreement and separation amongst 
Christians must be serious sin, to be avoided by 
all. Nevertheless, let us ponder it with humili- 
ation and deep sorrow, that we are obliged to 
view this prayer of Christ as a thing rendered 
(at least for all the time from that prayer being 
made to the present ) — rendered^ from the cor- 
ruption and wickedness of men's hearts, impos- 
sible. It could not be granted unconditionally, 
or without God should destroy the freedom of 
man's will, not granted unconditionally, and all 
mankind have still been left on their trial, 
whether of the two they would choose the 
blessing or the curse, whether make the Gospel 
a savour of life, or a savour of death, whether 
embrace it to make earth rapidly pattern of 
heaven, or sin against its principles to greater 
damnation. 

Now, what do we learn from that other most 
powerfully earnest prayer of the Saviour, when 
" His sweat was as it were great drops of bloody^ 

E 2 
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when, as to the bitter death He came to suffer, 
He prayed thrice, using the same words, 
'' Father, all things are possible unto Thee ; 
take away this cup from me : nevertheless, not 
what I will, but what Thou wilt'' Do we 
not perceive how earnestly the Saviour desired, 
if it were possible, in some other way to 
gather a people for God from the earth than 
His own removal from those He loved by 
a cruel death ? Do not we learn to place all 
the higher value upon His death, seeing He 
would ( if possible ) have been the world's 
Saviour without suffering humiliation and death 
as He did ? and we may suppose, without 
requiring disciples to follow Him in suffering ; 
and so that a first, as this a second, instructive 
instance of the Saviour's prayer being made to 
His Father, for blessings which, nevertheless, 
were rendered impossible by the corruption of 
those for whom He interceded ? 

It remains, then, to draw from the Apostle's 
exhortation some practical guidance. He be- 
seeches us to walk worthy of our Christian 
calling — " With all lowliness ;" he would have 
us truly humble, " with all meekness ;" he would 
have us gentle, content, and satisfied with the 
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excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our 
Lordy wherewith our life has been cheered. " With 
long-suffering " he would have us patient towards 
others whom we may find involved in per- 
plexities and mistakes, as we ourselves must 
have often found ourselves, " forbearing one 
another in love ;" not soon noticing the mote 
in our brother's eye ; " perpetually even in 
temper, i.e. even in sense of under control, not 
easy in sense of indifferent or lukewarm ; 
that we should be cheerful, kind, and con- 
siderate ; exhibiting ( what never can be mis- 
taken by candid observers of us) the Chris- 
tian spirit of love. 

And, in this manner, the Apostle beseeches 
us to walk that we may fulfil this following 
duty ; endeavour ( i.e.y zealously seek with all 
our heart, mind, soul, and strength) to " keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace." 

These words, be it observed, are adopted 
into that charitable prayer, called the prayer for 
all conditions of men. I cannot but understand 
them in their broadest sense to mean that under 
the equal guidance of the Holy Spirit (by whose 
power alone we can exhibit the divine graces of 
character I have been speaking of) we ought to 
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seek, and may gain a unity that our unhappy 
outward divisions shall not be able to destroy, 
and that such part of private personal religion 
being attended to by Christians even who are 
outwardly separated, then Christian peace would 
be multiplied, and the ending of vexatious 
disputes and cessation from so much conduct 
that was the more unsettling of precious truths 
to be believed unto salvation would come much 
nearer. Therefore, by no means ceasing to set 
the highest value upon the often assailed, and, 
as yet unshaken, chief truths preserved to us 
in the branch of Christ's one Body, the com- 
munity of Christians into which we have been 
received from our baptism, let us all frankly own 
we ill-deserve to have so much saving truth to 
rest on, as has been so abundantly provided for 
us. And let us pray that all who profess and 
call themselves Christians may be led into 
the way of truth, and hold the faith in unity of 
spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness 
of life. But let us make this prayer unto God, 
the Creator and Preserver of all, in no such 
opinion of ourselves that practically we our- 
selves are both in the way of Truth and 
have all the Truth also. Let us, moreover, 
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be thankful exceedingly that God has set in our 
paths wells from which we may draw the truth, 
and acquire (His grace going with our labours) 
improved impressions of each saving doctrine 
if we be willing. Yet let us still deem it our 
necessity, when we have done all, to be set 
more in the way of truth, in regard to much 
darkness left in our hearts, and, let us be more 
and more coming down in our own estimation, 
and learn more and more to value whatever is 
really estimable in others* 
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LIBERTY AND LIMITS. 



" And if thy right ^e offend theCy pluck it out, 
and cast it from thee : for it is profitable for thee 
that one of thy members should perish, and not 
that thy whole body should be cast into hell. 
And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and 
cast it from thee : for it is profitable for thee that 
one of thy members should perish, and not that 
thy whole body should be cast into hellJ* — Matt. 
V. 29, 30. 



If we consider these words according to their 
immediate relation to the class of precepts 
among which they stand in our Lord's sermon, 
we should at once gather that a strong desire 
after something forbidden by God's law, the ob- 
ject of any one of the most unruly lusts or pas- 
sions of our hearts, were spoken of here by our 
Divine Instructor under the figures of a right 
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eye or a right hand, and that it was with such 
there was no trifling, lest they overwhelm us in 
sins, lest the tempter by these devour our soul 
like a lion, and we travel rapidly on to the steep 
slope where they go down quick into hell. 

Our Saviour shows that He is well aware of 
the strength of our passions, and the inveteracy 
of our lusts. How dearly we hug them as the 
very comeliest members of our bodies, and 
therefore He presses upon our apprehensions 
the choice, the alternative — hell, the place of 
torment, unless we wrestle with the whole 
power of our resistence, saying, " Get thee be- 
hind me, Satan," to these sinful appetites when- 
ever they manifest themselves in our hearts. 
And yet, whatsoever our situation, there is no 
escape from experience of these wrong inclina- 
tions within us, nor from liability to the most 
dangerous temptations whereby the boldest 
sinners have ever been formed ; yea, formed 
out of those once as much children in crime as 
the most innocent young person that hears 
me now. For we all have in us the seeds or 
the first growths of corruptions, which once, 
as they grew on, brought forth Herods in 
cruelty ; Felixes in lust ; Ananiases and 
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Sapphiras in deceitful fraud ; Jezebels and 
HerodiaseS in relentless and murderous ven- 
geance. Or our reflections might be profitable 
for our own warning, to make all of us take the 
more careful heed lest we fall, upon that man s 
character* as having been no less innocent than 
some of ours not long ago, who so lateful took the 
life of his wife in a neighbouring town. Or our 
reflections upon that woman's of a superior 
station, upon her change from perhaps as 
correct and becoming habits of living during 
earlier years as anybody else's, to a plotter 
against her neighbour's life by artful methods 
of poisoning. Therefore we have all suflficient 
wrong in us, when each commandment is re- 
hearsed in our ears, to make us smite upon our 
breasts as debtors to each. And these, " Thou 
shalt do no murder; Thou shalt not commit 
adultery ; Thou shalt not steal ; Thou shalt not 
bear false witness; Thou shalt not covet;" 
must fall upon our ears each Sunday from ,the 
communion table as upon ears of persons pure 
from none of them, and to whom the thoughts 
of mercy should be most welcome, and to 
whom mercy was worth crying out for, *' Lord, 
have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
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keep this law." So the more we think upon 
God's commandments, to do them, the more 
eagerly shall we love the part of our public 
worship I am referring to, as bringing forward 
our faults to be eased of their burden, and our 
weaknesses to have them strengthened, and to 
receive spiritual armour and spiritual light 
through Christ from God, who giveth to all men 
liberally and upbraideth not. 

But, to proceed, in the ix. chapter of Mark 
our Lord is shown to have used language of 
the same kind as the text, yet with variations 
of some importance, as conveying more mean- 
ing, comprehending more cases of circumstances 
that the Christian would experience in deciding 
ways of most advantage and health, and ways 
of escape, or bare safety for his immortal soiil. 
Let us hear how St. Mark writes on the sub- 
ject, " And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off ; 
it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, 
than having two hands to go into hell, into the 
fire that never shall be quenched." What do 
we observe here ? The choice between safety 
and hell, with fire unquenchable mentioned, is 
as distinctly, and rather more gravely, put before 
the Christian warrior than in our text. What is 
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here discoursed of must be faithfully remem- 
bered, or souls may miscarry in as awful a way 
as St. Matthew writes. 

But the passage does not so decidedly 
assume that the hands are evil. It describes 
the person to whom the necessity becomes posi- 
tive to cut off one of them, as entering into life 
in a maimed state. It suggests that he might 
have entered in with more, or with two hands. 

Take the foot case, or the eye case, and they 
suggest a similar train of thought. Let us 
refer to the eye case, by St. Mark : " And if 
thine eye offend thee, pluck it out ; it is better 
for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with 
one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into 
hell fire, where their worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched." Neither does this verse 
assume that the two eyes are evil, and that one 
of them must always be parted with. And it 
describes a person to whom this severe course is 
the safest, a person obliged to part with some- 
thing he might have retained for longer with 
much advantage, but now at length contentedly 
accepting safety with some lower circumstances, 
some inferior capacities and powers. 

Now let us endeavour to apply what has been 
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observed. Let us suppose a person well in- 
structed in the Gospel revelation of a future 
state, which state he is daily put upon his 
trial to provide wisely for, by use of every 
circumstance, every faculty, every knowledge 
that make up his portion from the hand of 
the Lord in His distribution to every man as 
He willeth. Suppose such person to count 
to himself a good deal of knowledge, or a good 
deal of skill, or a good deal of taste for enjoy- 
ments of this life ; or suppose him to rejoice in 
an ample share of all of these things together, 
and plenty of years yet before him to enrich his 
existence by delightful exercise of all these re- 
sources in his power. 

Let us picture him to ourselves yet in the 
pride of youth and health, and, like another 
Adam, placed by the bountiful provision of His 
Maker, in a garden of trees, with all their fruits 
good as well as pleasant to appearance. Such 
a person not unreasonably forecasts little of any- 
thing happening to deprive him of the least of 
these fruits ; he is not much to be blamed if he 
sets before himself prospects of blessings almost 
boundless. For he perhaps piously remembers 
the Giver of all, and he will go on making a 
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grateful return and freely using all. He, as it 
were, accepts the conditions — of all the trees of 
the garden thou mayest freely eat, — ^and dis- 
tinctly of others not to eat lest he die. Still he 
is confident he will link enjoyment with obe- 
dience. 

Brethren, this world and our life therein are 
not presented to all men alike, younger and 
older, wise and unwise, innocent and guilty, as 
evil. It is not God's design that every one of 
us should be miserable. Nay, but we seem to 
be constituted with capacities for enriching our 
lives, and bracing our hearts with many allevia- 
tions capable of procuring for ourselves and 
others increase of innocent and healthful plea- 
sures. 

So great is the variety of things around us in 
themselves lawful and innocent, that a mind 
most strictly resolved against doing evil might 
reasonably be at a loss to find anything forbid- 
den that was not positively hurtful or repugnant 
to real pleasure. For it is worthy of notice that 
through the Gospel of glad-tidings is made 
known to us a redemption of the creatures from 
a curse they were under — ^that there lie no ab- 
solute restrictions against things crying out 
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"Touch not, taste not, handle not." Therefore 
Christian liberty is not a name without a reality. 
You are none of you able to say that its doc- 
trines and its rules shackle you ; they really but 
direct you continually to find good and refuse 
torment, and if you had renounced the world in 
regard to things corrupt and hurtful, you had then 
set out in life with the world given back again 
to you with regard to things healthful and good. 
And this is not rendered untrue because of cer- 
tain pains and privations to which young and old 
are liable. For the mind, the better part of 
man, and seat of the chief pleasures whereof he 
most feels the want, may still be so rich in en- 
joyments that much bodily suffering will sit 
lightly. Again, the mind may have grief, but 
the Christian may receive such supernatural 
comfort that loss of friends and dear ones, loss 
of property, may be more than compensated by 
consolations of the Comforter to them that ask. 
It is well, therefore, that we should be sensible 
in how large sense the world has been placed 
before most of us, and would have been more so 
still, but for compensated privations better for 
us. And then it is worth all our whiles to sum 
up how many things we have the free use of for 
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our life and enjoyment, with this object, viz., 
that we may keep guard against overstepping 
the bounds of innocent and moderate use. And 
there come to be some pleasures that cannot be 
enjoyed at all because there is no holy restraint, 
no grace sought and obtained to take no more 
than enough and be satisfied. For instance, the 
glutton and the drunkard cannot enjoy meat and 
drink with temperance and cheerful refreshment 
The slothful cannot enjoy the pleasure of a holi- 
day after laborious work. The spendthrift can- 
not enjoy the pleasure of having something to 
bestow in making others happy and relieving 
others in want. The ever-gay and thoughtless 
cannot enjoy the pleasure of a life sweetened by 
the going about of seasons of mirth and amuse- 
ment after the longer routine of quiet, sober, in- 
dustrious daily life. 

Now, brethren, just after many of us have 
during the past week gathered ourselves together 
thus to vary our lives by putting on the garb of 
mirth and amusement, I may be permitted to 
turn your reflections upon the large amount of 
enjoyment that is compatible with innocence and 
purity, being still well guarded, and holiness and 
charity being deeply cherished, truthfulness and 
seriousness not being sacrificed. 
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We are taught by the Gospel of rules to be 
observed in choosing the good, and of grace to 
set those rules ever before ourselves. As long 
as we bear this in mind we shall have the world 
before us with few restrictions to complain of, 
and plenty of room to be happy in it. 

But, lastly, once let us have thrown away that 
holy prudence, and we shall be most certain to 
experience (as many do) painful denials more 
necessary, or perhaps even loss or voluntary 
abandonment of almost all those chief delights 
to many of this present life, for the greater and 
more vital consideration, viz., lest by their hin- 
derance we lose our own souls. "For what 
shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul, or what shall a man give 
in exchange for his soul ?" 

We may not, therefore, always equally, as 
once we did, enjoy our Christian liberty with two 
hands, feet, or eyes (as it were), or with all the 
world so much before us as it once seemed to 
be. And few there are who lay in even the 
largest stock of heavenly wisdom who can ex- 
pect so much as this. For the freshness of 
comparative innocence of youth most often gets 
marred, like the freshness of youthful beauty. 
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Too commonly timely moderation has been 
neglected. Aud so, after our tastes have grown 
corrupted, or have shown themselves in dispro- 
portionately vicious desires^ then, notwithstand- 
ing with much sense of privation, of many 
things which were once both pure and lawful 
for our use, we shall be flying in the face of our 
Saviour Christ^s commandment if we retain with- 
out restriction the same ample pnvil^pe of 
choice we once might have seemed to possess 
of means of gratifying ourselves. And a time's 
arrival ought not to be ignored by them that are 
tvisey who have misused so much time and privi- 
leges in days past, when the business of their 
souls may be most chiefly but a rescue from per- 
dition, and the Gospel will require of them more 
serious attention to the text. "If thy right 
eye/' &a 
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CHRIST IN THE WORLD. 



^He was in tke worldy and the world was made 
by Hinty and the world knew> Him not J* — John 

!•, lO. 



It was determined before the world began that 
God the Eternal Son should save mankind. 
Therefore the ren^dy for sin was foreseen and 
settled before sin was brought into the world, 
God the Son, therefore,, who made the world, 
could not have been unconcerned about fallen 
sinners at any time since the first sin that caused 
the fall. "He was in the world." And so in 
the written Word, the Scriptures,, those divine 
interferences with men's affairs written therein, 
yield only to the hearer or reader who believes 
Him to have been in them, the edifying they 
ought to yield. All those former saints to 
whom at simdry times ( we read ) Divine com- 

F 2 



68 Christ in the World. 

munications were made, were enlightened by 
Him who was the true Light. All those deliv- 
erances in time of old proceeded from Him the 
true Saviour. As holy men believed, obeyed, 
and were accepted, hope was encouraged in a 
salvation to come, whereof He was the Author. 
And, moreover. He was all the time in the 
world Trnking it more evident that a Saviour 
the world needed. The continual increase of 
wickedness in the nations producing manifesta- 
tions of Divine vengeance against them, made it 
evident a God there was who taketh ven- 
geance, and must be satisfied before He will let 
go the sinners. Hence the command to destroy 
utterly the seven nations of Canaan, taught, (we 
feel convinced) that all must likewise perish, for 
their manifold wickedness, unless a Saviour 
could be found to satisfy the justice of God. 

Again, the Law which was given to the one 
chosen people, Israel, and had the blessing at- 
tached to its obedience, and the curse to diso- 
bedience, did not secure that people the bles- 
sing, because they could not obey and keep it, 
but brought upon them the curse, because they 
rebelled by the stronger law to fallen man, the 
law of sin. Therefore, the Old Testament pre- 
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sents the Eternal Son in the worlds illustrating 
the impossibility (with man) of his own restora- 
tion to favour with God, but teaching holy men 
to depend by faith upon the Divine promises, to 
hope against hope, for things not seen as yet, for 
those things past man's understanding, to be at 
length fulfilled in Himself. So the infinite love to 
mankind in that actual coming into the world by 
taking upon Him our flesh, and being born of a 
woman, was illustrated by His previous dispen- 
sations. "He was in the world, and the world 
knew Him not." The heathen nations ex- 
perienced that some irremediable misery in 
man's condition there was : they knew not of 
Him, the Remedy. The favoured nation, 
Israel, had even more bitter experience, and felt 
the full sense of God's wrath, because they knew 
more clearly His laws, against which they had 
sinned and provoked the wrath. And, also, 
after the Saviour has come, the obstinate incli- 
nation of mankind to evil has been evidenced 
both in those who have known God's laws, and 
in those who have not heard them, and from 
whose souls their hand-writing has been blotted 
out, by long estrangement from its obedience. 
And so the wonderfully clear inculcation of 
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every holy precept, the extraoixiinary powers of 
the Holy Spirit, the rich indwelling graces 
vouchsafed to Christians (such as we read of as 
possessed by the early churches), did not retain 
their first impression. The extraordinary and 
miraculous gifts were to cease, but no church 
retained the graces, and holiness, and truths for 
long, whole and undefiled, which were not ex- 
traordinary or miraculous. All showed a fatal 
tendency to decline and falling back, and so the 
Christian world has further illustrated man's 
fallen, corrupt state. With the Gospel, with the 
means of thorough change and renewal put into 
his hands, he has not been obedient to the law 
of God, though given only for a rule, and not to 
save ; to prove his faith, not to make him per- 
fect (It could not save him. He could not 
live by a law. He could not obey.) There- 
fore we may probably interpret St John's 
words, "He was in the world,'' as not only a 
declaration of a fact during the ages that were 
past when he wrote his gospel, but as prophetic 
of a fact during all ages since he wrote. But 
taking the text as prophetic of later ages and 
Christian times, the words would seem to imply 
that decline or falling off from grace which has 
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continually been manifested in Christian times ; 
so that it would require all the force of inspired 
prophecy to convince us that in different Chris- 
tian ages, "He (the Saviour) was in the world/' 
and in times when unbelief has slighted Him, 
and dishonoured Him, to assure His servants 
that ^'the world was made by Him," and so for- 
sake it He never would. Also, it would seem 
as applicable to Christian times as to former 
ages, that "the world knew Him not" For 
have not the bulk of mankind in Christian times 
been overspread with ignorance, and are they 
not now, with too much ignorance of their 
Saviour Christ ? Take the generality of Chris- 
tians, how great is their ignorance and want of 
information or interest about Jesus Christ, and 
what He is to them! Do people feel that He 
is in the world, exercising the unlimited power 
given unto Him in heaven and in earth, moving 
events, ruling princes, controlling mad parlia- 
ments, councils of Saints, and synagogues of 
Satan, in perpetual progress, until the times be 
fulfilled when He shall appear again in glory ? 
Have not men's minds been carried away with 
thoughts of a different progress, viz., towards 
some wonderful perfection by their own ability 
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and skill, with which Christ has nothing to do ? 
But it will not be realized. The hand of Christ, 
" the finger of God," will be forced upon people's 
recognition in like manner as it was upon the 
Egyptian magicians, in what is being transacted 
in the world. And so at this moment people can- 
not; be so absorbed in their worldly pursuits but 
solemn questions will be forced upon them. For 
instance, about the relation of man to his Maker, 
about that of Christians to Christ, about what 
bodies of Christians are the true Church, about 
what kind of worship is most proper to adopt; 
about what rites are necessary, and what un- 
necessary or wrong ? We find ourselves beset 
with a Babel of voices, each loudly maintaining 
a diverse manner in which Christ ought to be 
regarded, and Christian duty and worship per- 
formed ! This is an atmosphere, doubtless, 
steady piety finds itself oppressed to breathe in. 
But there seems a consolation derived from it 
notwithstanding, viz., this, that Christ is at work 
not to allow people to continue so ignoi:ant and 
indifferent to Him, and not to let them follow 
their own worldly business or pleasure without 
His claims and His authority being forced upon 
their notice. 
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In such manner, I would suggest to you, 
Christ in the world, which knew Him not, has 
visited the people of this nation, agitating them 
in the midst of all their business, all their pur- 
suit of gain, all their politics, all their social 
wants and the remedies, about the one question 
of all, what He is to the world, and where He is 
to be found ! Since we last celebrated the first 
coming into the world of our blessed Saviour, 
when "the Word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us," there have been awful struggles of 
opinion deeply affecting the question of what 
He is to the world. As a nation we have 
seemed to push to a decision whether He, 
Christ, ought to be our Head or no. And in 
one portion of the United Kingdom we have 
made to cease His church as a national church. 
We have altered the prophetic condition of thie 
church that kings* should be her nursing fathers, 
and queens her nursing mothers. The Queen 
is no more nursing mother to the Church of 
Christ in Ireland. Moreover, we do not appear 
to be able to stop here, and our church will per- 
haps be convulsed by further changes. Men of 
corrupt minds, deniers of chief truths of the 
Gospel, seem likely to be put into the ministry, 
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and no questions asked whether they believe all' 
the articles of the Christian faith. So there is a 
certain intellectual qualification, and the moral 
standard appears fair, a man may be supposed 
a fit minister of salvation by faith in a crucified 
Saviour, and not required to say he is. If a 
man may be forced upon the Church as a bishop 
who slights this doctrine, how can we stop in 
our course of separation from Christ as a na- 
tion } Perhaps it is not clear to every child 
that the late appointment to a bishopric that 
has justly shocked faithful churchmen, is of one 
who does wish to deny the chief truths of the 
Gospel. Perhaps, happily, there may be sup- 
posed some doubt about it, and we can breathe 
and still hope all things. But it seems by 
no means certain such men might not be- 
fore long be thrust upon the Church, by the 
men put into authority in this realm. If so, 
then we shall not, it seems, be able to stop 
with one national transgression. We seem as 
though, as a nation, we were getting to be no 
longer Christian, and that believers will have to 
look for Christ not in the nation, but in the 
Church. Now, all these things are too inter- 
esting to the large portion of serious minds in 
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this country to let many persons live unre- 
minded that Christ has much to do with all 
things. The indifference there was to Him can- 
not longer be left alone, undisturbed or unno- 
ticed. For very shame people must inquire about 
Christ. The very dangerous aspect, too, of our 
prospects of continuing a favoured nation, with 
a favoured Church, suggests to devout members 
of that Church the proper frame of mind to keep 
themselves in. " Be not afraid, it is I." " The 
Lord is at hand." What is England, as a worldly 
kingdom, to you ? The gates of hell shall not 
prevail against My Church, whose members you 
are. My people are in every nation. " Where 
the carcase is, thither will the eagles be gathr 
ered," or, where the sacrifice of My body, which 
was slain, and a Church professing true faith in 
that and other truths I once delivered be found, 
thither will My faithful followers hasten, like 
eagles, to their natural sustenance. For, breth- 
ren, while all this agitation occupies men's 
thoughts in England about the Church in Eng- 
land, the divine purposes with that Church appear 
to have begun to manifest themselves more hap- 
pily abroad. For hitherto France, Italy, Spain, and 
other countries of Europe, have been reported 
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to us as blighted in their Christianity by the 
corrupt superstitions of Rome. But for the last 
few years past, zealous and distinguished men of 
our Church, amongst whom our present estim- 
able Bishop has been conspicuous, have been 
quietly carrying on a work in some of these 
countries, of the Divine blessing upon which I 
can no longer entertain a doubt. They have 
formed a society which has employed its funds 
in printing selections from the chief writers of 
our Church in French, Italian, Spanish, and other 
continental languages, and by means of discreet 
agents, they have sold and distributed copies, 
which have been eagerly sought and read by a por- 
tion of the better sort in those countries. These 
agents have been instructed not to proselitize or 
convert the foreigners to separate from their own 
national churches, but to make it their object to 
supply information about the Church of Eng- 
land; how it is still the ancient church which 
existed before the corruptions of Rome were 
brought in, how the succession of her ministry 
still continues, although she reformed herself, 
and threw off what was new and not from the 
beginning. It is marvellous what an interest is 
already taken about a church like ours, which 
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the foreigners used to be told was not a church 
at all, but a sect of separatist Christians, or de- 
niers altogether of Jesus Christ In Italy, 
especially, the heart is refreshed by the report 
of so large a number of the clergy (though still 
in communion with Rome), that they have 
formed the most favourable opinion of our 
Church, and become earnestly desirous of re- 
forming their own in some such manner as ours 
was reformed- 
While the Bishop of Romq is gathering round 
him crowds of bishops to the council there, to 
declare himself sovereign over the churches, 
little less than God, and to make ignorance and 
superstition cover the earth, here, in the very 
centre of his rule, there is a movement nothing 
seems able to quench for the happiest reforma- 
tion with aid from knowledge of those liturgies, 
and other Christian writings with which our 
Church has been edified herself, and enriched, 
no doubt, under Christ's own care, for their 
blessing also, and for the gradual recovery of so 
great a portion of Chrisjtendom from the super- 
stition, idolatry, vice, and misery of ages. 

Brethren, this seems good news to the storm- 
tossed members of the Church of England. At 
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last there appears a little cloud no bigger than a 
man's hand, portending showers of proof what 
she was singled out by Christ her Lord to effect 
Like Joseph, His prototype. He appears to have 
gathered into her stores of supply, of which the 
starving nations, at length having heard^ are 
coming to buy for the famine of their house- 
holds. At length Christ's brethren in those 
countries of Europe who for ages hated His 
truth, are come, and He is made known to them 
as mighty in the place where they had con- 
signed Him, and did not know He was there. 
But as it was before His first coming, so, breth- 
ren, does it appear as the latter days before 
His coming again in glory approach, or (it may 
be) are far spent, it shall be manifested how that 
in all the ages to the lost He who declared to 
His servant " I am the first and the last," that 
"He was in the world, and the world was made 
by Him, and the world knew Him not" 
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THE UNGODLY IN POWER. 



"/ myself have seen the ungodly in great powevy 
and flourishing like a green bay tree. 

I went by^ and lo, he was gone: I sought hinty 
but his place could nowhere be founds — Psalm 
XXXVII, 36-7. (Pr. Bk. Version.)* 

There would be few persons, of any devotion 
at all, on coming to the hearing or reading of 
this Psalm, whose hearts were heavy, whose 
minds (as of those officers of Pharaoh in the 
prison, were oppressed with the sadness of their 
thoughts) who would not experience a certain 
sense of its remarkable calming and comfort- 
ing power. And, as would be more often the 
result, (if the sad, the fearful, the desponding 
would try the remedy of some genuine exercise 
of devotion, or of bringing their perplexities; 

♦ Preached in February, 1874. 
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of whatever sort, before the great Searcher of 
hearts,) most persons woul4 find themselves 
changed, perhaps (at least in strong feeling and 
sympathy), as they drank in the exhortations, 
the encouragements, the promises of this Psalm, 
changed to the side of the class to whom this 
Psalm chiefly makes its appeal, the righteous 
or saints, when before they might have been 
at the verge of despair, counting themselves 
amongst the wicked, the vessels of wrath, who 
shall be eternally lost. 

But the example of some of the most eminent 
saints teaches that these trials of fear, of vivid 
impressions of an avenging God, are part of 
every child of God's warfare against sin, the 
world, and the devil. "For Thou only art to 
be feared," he is taught to say in another Psalm, 
"and who may stand in Thy sight when Thou 
art angry." And who denies that God has in- 
calculable cause to be angry with every son 
whom he receiveth, before he has mortified his 
lusts, forsaken his sins, humbled his pride, got 
rid of his temper, and put on Christ with all the 
graces of His perfect pattern, by a long course 
of persevering exercise of Christian life and god- 
liness ? Every one who has entered upon this 
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one only true way must have experienced how 
truly (as St. Peter has written) judgment begins 
at the house of God the righteous are scarcely 
saved, and (very much like the text's assertion) 
that the place of the sinner and the ungodly 
shall nowhere be found. The same Apostle's 
words also will be acknowledged true by the 
generality of Christians, unavoidably much con- 
taminated by intercourse with the world, before 
seriously (each one like the younger son of the 
parable, coming to himself), and casting in their 
lot with "them who by patient continuance in 
well-doing seek for glory, and honour, and im- 
mortality," viz, that often they *'only with fear 
and trembling work out their own salvation ;" 
that there are dangers in choice of this or that 
course ; fears arising whether any course, what- 
ever they shall undertake, will have been pre- 
ceded by that prayer and committal of their 
way unto the Lord, and putting their trust in 
Him that He should bring to pass that profit, 
accomplishment, and blessing, whereby they 
may gather assurance that their labours were 
sanctified by God's approbation. Therefore we 
are required to exercise this spiritual courage, 
viz. "to come boldly to the throne of grace," 

G 
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to come boldly to the hearing of the Scriptures, 
which are means of grace, and we shall ex- 
change our occasional fears, that sense of our 
unworthiness and of our sins have justly excited, 
for renewed assurance, whereof we stand in 
need so much, that God has not called us to 
wrath but to obtain salvation through His Son. 
For to derive the encouragement from all Scrip- 
ture, and to make that ours which this Psalm 
offers, every person must be a believer in the 
solemn declarations concerning the two classes 
of mankind it contains. But the Psalm enforces 
upon the attentive hearer more strength of 
belief than he had. " Fret not thyself because of 
the ungodly." So it begins, and thus "For they 
shall soon be cut down like the grass, and be 
withered even as the green herb," and this say- 
ing cannot well be thought to have thorough 
assent from any persons, except from persons 
who were not the ungodly. Therefore, while 
assenting to the truth that soon these shall so 
decrease, the hearer, whoever it be, feels rather 
personally addressed, " Fret not thyself," as 
though for assurance, (of a personal compre- 
hension, amongst those to whom the day of 
salvation lasteth), at least, to every attentive 
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hearer. For how can Scripture be thought of 
when brought to peoples' ears but as brought 
with encouragement and gracious invitation ? 
Therefore in this Psalm the end of the ungodly, 
however distinctly declared, is declared for 
encouragement of every attentive or serious 
hearer, that he or she is not certainly of that 
dasS) or that they should not reckon themselves 
of it, but should reckon themselves as at least 
called to better things, and should count them- 
selves the objects of infinite love and wisest 
provisions to secure better things to themselves. 
But the ways of God are not always per- 
ceived by His people to be designed with that 
Fatherly care for their advantage that would 
have been expected. They do not, cannot, 
understand the often apparent success of indi- 
vidual men seeking their objects by principles 
contrary to God's laws, nor the success of 
numbers of men seeking wicked objects to- 
gether. It has also ever been a severe trial to 
the righteous, or the believer in Ck>d and those 
zealous for His truths whenever that truth has 
seemed to have been opposed or contradicted 
with remarkable success ; whenever that truth's 
enemies have been in **^ great power and flour- 

G 2 
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ishing like a green bay tree." And it would 
seem the most applicable sense for our purpose, 
and for the encouragement of Christian people 
with regard to the exertion their duty chiefly 
required of them, to reckon those, the ungodly 
and the wicked^ to whom this psalm points 
particularly, who are the professed enemies of 
God's truth, and to take the advice of this 
psalm, as pointing to the attitude of patient 
trust wherein Christian people should continue, 
making efforts for the common cause of the 
righteous (the saints or believers of all ages) 
viz. efforts for the prevalence of God's truth. 

In this view first, then, may be regarded that 
signal instance of the apparent success of the 
enemies of truth, and failure of those on its 
side, when our blessed Lord Jesus Christ stood 
alone on the side of truth ; when the most bitter 
enemies of truth who hated Him also with a 
murderous hate, had terrified even His most 
attached followers ; when the Jewish rulers and 
people combined together, and succeeded in 
having Him condemned and put to the death 
of crucifixion like a malefactor, thief, or robber. 

And this application may be expected, owing 
to the many applications throughout the Psalms, 
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(and particularly of several that precede that 
from which the text is taken) to the Son of 
God, the true David, and His course of obedi- 
ence and of endurance, trial and sufferings before 
He overcame the world, and bid His brethren in 
the world, those baptised in His name, cheerfully 
follow the same course. Hence, the thirty-fifth 
Psalm speaks in the person of Christ overcoming 
His enemies by prayer. "Plead Thou my cause, 
O Lord, with them that strive with me : and fight 
Thou against them that fight against me." 
" Lay hand upon the shield and buckler, and 
stand up to help me," and so on. Also it clearly 
portrays prophetically the character of Christ as 
a benefactor of those from whom He received 
so much evil and opposition in return. For 
instance, — " False witnesses did rise up : they 
laid to my charge things that I knew not. They 
rewarded me evil for good: to the great discom- 
fort of my soul." And much more, if time 
permitted and your attention would not be 
overtaxed, from the Psalms preceding the 
thirty-seventh ( from which the text is taken) 
would, I think, leave the impression that Christ 
was the foremost subject, and Christ's work for 
us. Also, that the same was the foremost 
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subject continued in this Psalm, which follows 
upon the last verse of the thirty-sixth. And hard 
it was to Christ's apostles to foresee any possible 
revival of the cause in which their Master was 
about to suffer, or to apprehend the power of 
those Jewish rulers and people soon giving way. 
They were too much disappointed and dispirited 
to summon the faith, courage and fortitude that 
the trial before them needed. But Jesus had 
given them a remarkable token of the real state 
of the case. As they entered Jerusalem near 
the time of His so falling into the hands of the 
enemies of truth, He had seen a fig-tree luxuri- 
ant with leaves. On this He had sought fruit to 
eat, and finding nothing but leaves, no fruit, He 
had said "No man eat fruit off thee hereafter 
for ever." We read of that fig-tree again, but it 
was withered, and the disciples, struck with 
wonder, said " How soon is the fig tree withered 
away ! " And we shall the more readily credit 
the application of that miracle of Christ by aid 
of the language of the Psalm from which my text 
is taken, viz., " that the evil-doers shall be soon 
cut down, and wither as the green herb ; " and 
by this passage, " I have seen the wicked in 
great power, and spreading himself like a green 
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bay tree : yet he passed away, and, lo, he was 
not : yea, I sought him, but he could not be 
found." Alas ! how awfully those Jewish rulers 
and people verified these words! and in that, 
verified also that reasonable interpretation of 
the fig tree upon which Christ saw leaves, but 
which had no fruit, viz. that he so foretold the 
end of that people and that religion, then so 
wholly of the letter without the spirit, of which 
they so boasted, which was to be superseded by 
the Christian Church, which He, Christ, was 
then purchasing by His sufferings and death, 
and which was to become a tree that should 
flourish and reach to the ends of the earth. 

And we may admit that the Jewish rulers 
and people were, even then, comparatively, a 
flourishing tree, but whose destruction soon 
followed the apparent momentary sucgess of 
their malice against Christ and His truth. And 
we may learn from history to see another 
flourishing tree, viz. the Roman power, so 
much implicated in Christ*s death, and for a 
certain time in the crimes of cruelly persecuting 
and killing Christ's people. And in this Roman 
power*s downfall there also may be found ap- 
plication of the Psalm, of the wicked, in great 
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power spreading himself like a green bay tree ; 
or, but another enemy of Christ's truth, whose 
place is no more found. Nevertheless, as 
of old, after seasons of trouble, seasons oi 
powerful enemies' triumph over them, the Israel- 
ites only received temporary manifestations of 
God being on their side. As now a Deborah, 
or a Samuel, or a David was given them, to 
lead them victorious for a time, and dien there 
grew up other powerful enemies that mastered 
them again in turn, so^ doubtless, has it been 
ordered that the common cause of all faithful 
followers of Christ,./, e., the prevalence of the 
truth, the growth of influence of the saving 
principles of the gospel, whereby the world 
ought to have been made happier and better, 
have ensued continually. 

It has been ordered that this noble cause also 
shall, sometimes, appear not to succeed ; and 
that enemies, in various ways, should destroy 
its impression, sow tares amongst the wheat, 
and almost make its most faithful adherents 
afraid of its failure ; or, the want of realization, 
sometimes, of the glorious promises to the 
church, when for a season some vain philoso- 
phy, some corrupt admixture of false principles. 
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or, perhaps, some madness of the rulers and 
people together have been in ascendancy. Then 
perhaps, it has been too easily despaired of its 
being realized any more that kings should be 
nursing fathers, and queens nursing mothers, of 
the Church of Christ. Then, too, perhaps, with - 
timid shortsightedness, many have thought it 
well enough that their belief, should be left to 
take care of itself, by the rulers of this world. But 
that it concerned the honour of God and Christ, 
that the gospel should be fostered and defended 
by the civil power of States, such a view has 
been quickly thought presumptuous. And here 
in this Christian country also, doubtless, there 
have been seasons wherein the conviction that 
we were a Christian state, or that we belonged 
to one of the kingdoms of this world become 
that of Christ, has been so weakened in some 
of our minds, that fears have, perhaps, possessed 
us, alas! as though never more would Divine 
favour distinguish this nation as it had ! Yet 
there will be those who have (in regard to signs 
of the last perilous times that have seemed dis- 
cernible) found it difficult to despair of an 
important future for their Christianity and na- 
tion. They have seen, perhaps, this and that 
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change aimed at their security, carrying general 
consent They have observed knowledge, 
science, skill, art, trade, gain (and what not ?), 
securing intense interest, without any due refer- 
ence of prosperity in these respects to that 
improvement in moral condition which the gos- 
pel must first effect. They have seen people 
rapidly increasing in worldly wealth and pros- 
perity, and then showing no due sense of the uses 
for which riches, in possession by disciples of 
Christ, were intended. They have seen, they 
perhaps have thought, "wealth increase and 
men decay," without, perhaps, noticing the won- 
derful counteracting provisions, made by God, 
whereby men should be again renewed to 
higher and nobler things ! 

But shall any attentive student of Holy 
Scripture fail to feel justified in the expectation 
that Christian states and kingdoms are equally 
the objects of interpositions for comfort and 
encouragement to God's servants in them, as 
much as ever the ancient state of Israel or 
Judah were ? We have a more sure word of 
prophecy^ whereunto ye do well that ye take 
heedy beginning at Moses and all the prophets^ 
wherefrom yesus Himself expounded the things 
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concerning Himself to those two of Emmaus. 
And, no doubt, He clearly foresaw those things 
which embraced the spiritual conquests of His 
church in the states that were brought, in course 
of time, into His obedience. We 4iave, also, 
prophecies delivered by His own mouth ; we 
have, also, the inspired utterances of St. Peter, 
and St. Paul, and of St. John, whereby Christ 
"showed to His servants things that must 
shortly come to pass," i, e.y we have a New 
Testament complement, also, of prophetic infor- 
mation attesting the same Divine defence of a 
people brought near to the Lord as ever was 
vouchsafed before Christ came. Therefore, 
although we do not now expect miracles to 
attest to us that our Divine Head is with His 
church to the end of the world, we do feel 
bound to recognise Christian nations' history as 
full of providences, wherein one power or 
another received its rebuke, hitherto shalt thou 
come and no further^ " for the elect's sake ; " 
and, as a consequence, the tribulations have 
ever shortened, under which, fears for the Ark 
have made believers (like Eli) to tremble. 
And shall we not account manifold famous 
crises of change that inquiry into records of 
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the long series of ages since England became 
a Christian state (which study of our country's 
history shall aid to answer) as important Divine 
providences, all tending to illustrate the truth of 
the text, until there be no more an enemy of 
God's truth and the faith of Christ; until all 
professing that Name who shall be wise, shall 
have attended to the means amply provided for 
their rescue out of a doomed world of ungodly and 
unbelieving ? Until the number of the elect be- 
come accomplished, and final victory and glory 
shall be bestowed upon the redeemed through 
Christ ? 
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A TRUE FAST. 



"/? it suck a fast that I have chosenV*- 
Isaiah lviii., 5. 



And so we are again entered upon that forty- 
day season which the National Church (I suppose 
with every justification) continues as part of her 
arrangements for maintaining her children firm 
in that discipline and doctrine which may in the 
end bring her members to everlasting life. Let 
all, therefore, who feel their relation to the 
Church as relation to a spiritual mother, or who 
think that somehow their new birth and bap- 
tism into the Church is the same thing as being 
enrolled members of that family of whom the 
Apostle spoke when asserting that the Jerusa- 
lem above was mother of us all ; — let all whose 
views of Church membership remind them of 
such exalted relationship, of the strength of its 
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ties and of the obligation of its claims, have pa- 
tience to inquire with me this morning how they 
may be blameless as to the duty of fasting, and 
how they may be blameless also as to the ex- 
isting testimony against our too much following 
of the cares of the world, the deceitfulness of 
riches, and lusts of other things entering into our 
hearts, by her forty-day season of Lent,, which 
our Church retains, amongst other arrange- 
ments, for redeeming the time of the whole year, 
as much as possible, to the spiritual profit of her 
children. 

I take it that we shall not need to lose time 
in settling what exact form of observance will 
satisfy the letter of a forty-day fast, or a single 
day of fasting either,, if we desire most sincerely 
to have our lives so disciplined in holiness and 
righteousness that the Supreme Judgment of all 
over things done in the body, which must be 
passed upon every man's life, shall not be that 
disapproving sentence of the text, "Is it such a 
fast that I have chosen?" We need to rush 
hastily into no extraordinary rules and forms of 
devotion, or into abstinence from meat and drink 
to the point of contempt for everything pleasant 
to the bodily senses, or with a length of time 
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given to public or private devotional exercises 
that shall leave all other pursuits and objects of 
life without room for necessary attention. 

We do not see how any such keeping of Lent 
by all, or by any considerable number, is prac- 
ticable, and we may thankfully conclude that it 
is not desirable, nor most likely to advance a 
nation in acceptability with that God whose ser- 
vice is perfect freedom. For, in this chapter of 
Isaiah from which my text is taken, it is show;i 
that the nation of the Jews would have fallen 
into a most deplorable state of estrangement 
from God and true religion in heart, although 
they should have been remarkable for coming 
behind in neither the form nor the profession of 
godliness. Hence, in words which have been 
interpreted as a prophecy of John the Baptist's 
preaching, we read, at the beginning of this 
chapter, " Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice 
like a trumpet, and shew my people their trans- 
gression, and the house of Jacob their sins." 
And it did all the more require a voice like a 
trumpet (and ever does) to convince people of 
sins, and of the insufficiency of the irsort of re- 
ligion for touching their sins, when God's mes- 
senger was sent to people who were zealous for 
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religion of a certain sort, of whom this which 
follows was true. For instance, " Yet they seek 
me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a 
nation that did righteousness, and forsook not 
the ordinance of their God." 

Brethren, such passages of Holy Scripture as 
this must, at all events, sober our sanguine ex- 
pectations of our great gain in spiritual stature 
from any set course of religious observance we 
should hastily mark out for ourselves. We can- 
not say such and such abstinence I will use, and 
such and such devotions will I perform this whole 
Lent, and then I shall have pai^ a debt to God, 
and be free. I shall have then gained in spiritual 
stature ; as if to say, until then I shall not, or I 
will not. No, when we shall have done all of 
such religious efforts, or of any other, we shall 
only be entitled to say we are unprofitable ser- 
vants. It will only be a safe feeling to feel we 
are unprofitable servants, if nothing but our own 
performances were concerned in the exercises 
of religion, in our prayers and in our fastings. 
Then, moreover, would there seem still to stand 
out a hard, exacting, hand-writing of ordinances 
against us. 

Now allow me to refer for our instruction as to 



A Trite Fast, 97 

what is true religion, to this verse in one of the 
Psalms for Ash Wednesday, " Be glad, O ye 
righteous, and rejoice in the Lord : and be joy- 
ful, all ye that are true of heart." Now this 
language must preclude the necessity of religious 
exercises whose tendency is moroseness, and 
gloom, and sadness. Yea, even the most heart- 
felt sorrow for sins would hardly be uttered be- 
fore an offended God, but with the view to re- 
moval of the sorrow by the Merciful Being to 
whom the appeal was made for removal of that 
sorrow, of all most unbearable, remorse for seri- 
ous transgression and sin ! And that there is 
excluded from all wholesome acceptance of the 
religion of the Gospel the necessity of perpetual 
sadness, the Apostle, in writing to the members 
of a Christian Church, teaches us, for he wrote 
to them thus, '^rejoice evermore'' And, again, 
the very opposite character (from sadness and 
moroseness, being that of the religion we have 
received from Jesus Christ) is taught from its 
power to change misery of every species into 
cheerfulness, by our Divine Teacher's procla- 
mation of His mission, which He made when 
He stood up for to read in the synagogue of 
Nazareth, and found the place where it was 
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written, " The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because He hath anointed me to preach the 
gospel to the poor ; He hath sent me to heal the 
broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovery of sight to the blind ; to 
set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord" (Luke iv, 18). 
And also our Divine Master, in His Sermon on 
the Mount, has taught the power of His religpion 
to produce cheerfulness under the severest trials 
and sufferings in these words, " Blessed are 
ye (He declared) when men shall revile you, 
and persecute you, and shall say all manner of 
evil against you falsely, for my sake : Rejoice, 
and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward 
in heaven, for so persecuted they the prophets 
which were before you." Thus the idea of 
sadness and moroseness is quite excluded from 
being a duty, or a imiform effect of a right pro- 
fession of the gospel. And, again, this reminds 
us of our Saviour's commandment concerning 
fasting, " that thou, when thou fastest, shouldst 
anoint thine head, and wash thy face (which 
means that thou shouldst take precautions), that 
thou appear not unto men to fast." Neverthe- 
less, this, notice of the subject by our Saviour 
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Christ, It must be considered, allots true fasting 
an importance impossible to be explained away, 
in the essence of our religion derived from 
Christ Or it^ perhaps, would actually make that 
man the best example of holy and heavenly 
wisdom, whose whole life, in all companies, as 
well as when alone in private, was but the pro- 
gress of a perpetual fast, from a conviction that 
would esteem no secure feast-time reached until 
the journey through this world should be ac- 
complished ! And if we should observe some 
such persons in the midst of our jollity and 
revelry, silent and uncongenial, it would not be 
fair to reprove them as doing discredit to religion 
by their difference of manner from others. The 
presence amongst us (at any time) of such a 
dissentient, is likely to be stronger evidence 
against our habits than against his. Therefore, 
as long as the habits and manners of Christians 
in their public intercourse with each other con- 
tinue to be over full of exhibitions of false 
pretence, boasting, pride, vanity in dress, intem- 
perance, worship, of money, and exclusion of 
modesty, humility, plainness, good sense, and 
consideration for others, — ^then it is not a time 
to trust (for our religious joy) in the public 
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haunts of men. Then, moreover, is a season 
of fasting like the forty-day fast of Lent, ren- 
dered more seasonable, as only a too welcome 
relief from scenes of the world. For we should 
always remember that the bright prospects of 
another world are the only source of cheerful- 
ness to vast numbers of our fellow-christians 
who are less prosperous in this life, and this 
world cannot give them these ; and when it 
denies them much of its boasted pleasures, 
which would not equal the pleasures of con- 
templating the purer pleasures to come, then 
welcome (may they say) a season which corrects 
our notions of over-estimate of the pleasures 
of this life, and makes us find more the value of 
God's promises, which are of pleasures for ever- 
more to them that obey Him in all things. The 
text is a protest by the Almighty against a 
false, self-deceiving, species of religion, " Is it 
such a fast as I have chosen ?" And it is fol- 
lowed by a portraiture by Him, of what sort 
is that more acceptable religion deserving to 
be attended to. "Is not this the fast that I 
have chosen ? to loose the bands of wickedness, 
to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the 
oppressed go free, and that ye break every 
yoke." 
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Now at this season of the year there are a 
number of men of the higher ranks, in Parlia- 
ment and elsewhere, whom we ought charitably 
to consider giving a great deal of their time and 
abilities to carrying out the spirit of such 
precepts as I have just read to you as included 
in such a fast as the Lord God has chosen. 
Therefore, although we should read of many 
parties, or dinners, or banquets of a public cha- 
racter going on during this season, let us not pre- 
tend to say too positively whether the guests fast 
or not, and let us reserve our judgment about 
those participating in such gatherings ; let us not 
decide that they cannot be still seriously mindful 
of such duties as constitute an acceptable fast to 
God. Let us read, lastly, a little further to ob- 
tain the portraiture of an acceptable fast, where- 
with I had begun. " Is it not to deal thy bread 
to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that 
are cast out to thy house ? When thou seest 
the naked, that thou cover him ; and that thou 
hide not thyself from thine own flesh ?" 

As long, then, as our pleasures and indul- 
gences are neither blemished by intemperance 
nor vice, nor allowed to take up that ample pro- 
portion of our means which the necessities and 
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miseries of our fellow creatures demand for 
their relief, we shall not be so very much blame- 
able as to fasting, and our wisdom is to ex- 
amine ourselves, whether we are not yet very 
blameable, if we were to be tried by such a 
definition of a true fast 
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A FUTURE CANAAN, 



** For the promise^ that he should be the heir of 
the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seedy 
through the law, but through the righteousness 
of faithr — Romans iv. 13. 



This reference to Abraham, so frequent in the 
New Testament, renders it necessary to our 
Christian knowledge to remember who Abra- 
ham was. Anybody opening the Bible will be 
able to read the principal events of his life. 
They occupy nearly a quarter of the chapters 
in the Book of Genesis. The first important 
event is noticed in the twelfth chapter of Gene- 
sis, thus, " Now the Lord had said unto Abram, 
Get thee out of thy kindred, and from thy 
father's house, unto a land that I will show 
thee : And I will make of thee a great nation, 
and J will bless thee, and make thy name great; 
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and thou shalt be a blessing : And I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth 
thee, and in thee shall all the families of the earth 
be blessed. So Abram departed, as the Lord 
had spoken unto him." In pursuance of the 
Divine direction he had received he arrived in 
Canaan, and there the Lord appeared unto him 
and said, " Unto thy seed will I give this land." 
He went down to Egypt, and being returned to 
Canaan the Lord again spoke to him upon the 
subject of giving him and his posterity that 
land of Canaan ; adding a promise of how nu- 
merous his posterity should be : "I will make 
thy seed as the dust of the earth : so that if a 
man can number the dust of the earth, theq 
shall thy seed also be numbered. Arise, walk 
through the land in the length of it and in the 
breadth of it ; for I will give it unto thee." 
These promises were repeated, the same in 
substance, on several occasions of the Lord's 
speaking to Abraham. But Abraham lived long 
without signs of fulfilment of the promises that 
he had received. He was seventy-five years 
old when the Lord first spoke to him, and not 
before he was an hundred years old, not sooner 
than twenty-five years after, did he have Isaac, 
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a son by Sarah, in whom, the promises of nume- 
rous holy posterity, of this posterity becoming a 
nation, and then occupying Canaan, were to be 
accomplished. In one of those conversations, 
familiar beyond example, with God, Abraham 
had been made aware of that sojourn of his holy 
children in a distant country in a state of slavery, 
that should delay their possession of Canaan. 
And this would not have been a revelation to 
any but an Abraham, free from painful and dis- 
appointing apprehensions. Upon the whole, 
then, Abraham requires to be viewed as a man 
receiving during his life-time no sufficient por- 
tion, although to be viewed as a man beyond 
others, high in the regard and approval of God. 
He left, without an objection, the land where 
his forefathers, Shem, son of Noah, his son 
Arphaxed, grandson Salah, and great-grandson 
Eber, were still alive, and who would have been 
(it is to be inferred) men honoured and rever- 
enced amongst the illustrious of the time. But 
Abraham, at the command of God, cut himself 
off from whatever rank or standing his family 
connection seemed to secure him where he was, 
travelled into Canaan, a country pre-occupied 
by tribes likely to view him as an intruder, and 
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where, perhaps, he dwelt in tents as a measure 
of precaution for his safety, after having known 
cieled houses in the land that he had quitted. 
St. Paul's allusion to his call, and obedience 
thereto, quite impresses this notion, that what 
he did had much prospect of loss and dis- 
advantage, of giving up better for worse, as 
we read " By faith Abraham, when he was 
called to go out into a place which he should 
after receive for an inheritance, obeyed ; and he 
went out not knowing whither he went." 

It was a step wherein much risk must be sup- 
posed, to make it consistent with the statement 
that he took the step "by faith," or that a 
specially strong conviction was needful, that 
what God commanded was right, against appear- 
ances of its being wrong in point of prudence 
and study of his own profit. 

But the promises that God revealed to His 
servant Abraham concerned others besides him- 
self, favoured saint though he was, and the 
scriptures are to be regarded, in the accounts of 
Abraham, as in all places, for the instruction of 
all readers and hearers in things that concern 
all. And the promises to Abraham must be 
presumed to concern all from this very fact of 
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their presence in the Bible. It pleased God to 
bring to pass in this present world, the increas- 
ing of one family to the size of a nation, and 
settling them in a land shown to their fore- 
father, when yet childless. This was the main 
outline of the promises to Abraham. But there 
were promises of importance to the whole 
human race in the filling up of the outline. At 
the time St. Paul wrote the Epistle to the 
Romans (from which the text is taken), a dis- 
tinction had become more necessary to be 
understood between the outline and the filling 
up. Canaan had been long ago subdued, and 
divided by lot to the Israelites, under Joshua. 
Various adversities had befallen Israel (that 
literal posterity of Abraham) since that fulfil- 
ment, and if in that only the promises ended, 
it was little that could be further hoped from 
them. The time, however, was arrived for see- 
ing in that possession of Canaan by lot, with 
that previous multiplying of Israelites to obtain 
it, bijt a figure of a greater thing yet to come, 
great as that was, as evidence of the mighty 
power of God to accomplish whatever He has 
purposed, and whatever He has promised. 

The division of Canaan by lot under Joshua 
must, in these later days, be thought of as fore- 
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telling the allotment of the kingdom of heaven 
by another Joshua to his people, viz., our Lord 
Jesus Christ, when He shall reward every man 
according to his works. Indeed, in those 
mysterious descriptions of that future land, and 
the city whose name shall be "the Lord is 
there," contained in the book of Ezekiel, I have 
almost been driven to suppose that after the 
" new heavens and the new earth " shall have 
appeared, that on that new earth will be still 
traceable old, famous sites ; that Jerusalem, the 
Jordan, Sinai, and other spots, hitherto famous 
in God's dealings with man will be known again 
after destruction and renewal of this earth of 
ours. At all events Ezekiel (writing after the 
conquest of his nation) has foretold some future 
dividing by lot of a land in its situation, in its 
features, in its boundaries, agreeing with that 
former Canaan. And the certaipty of the 
vision's being, in due time fulfilled, was thus 
declared by his mysterious conductor to Ezekiel, 
" This is the land which ye shall divide b^ lot 
unto the tribes of Israel for inheritance, and 
these are their portions, saith the Lord." (chap, 
xlviii, 29). Doubtless, both Ezekiel and St. 
John (in the Revelation) have described the 
completeness of the universal Church of Christ, 
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in describing it as consisting of twelve tribes of 
Israel, and, therefore, the division by lot unto 
the tribes of Israel of the land that Ezekiel saw 
in vision, was a division in which every believer 
in Christ must have an interest. 

But my text, to which it is needful to return, 
tells of a promise to Abraham and to his seed, 
that he should be hdr of the world. What 
does this mean ? I take it " heir of the world " 
is an expression strictly and properly applicable 
to only one person, i. e., to 'our Lord Jesus 
Christ. This is the heir of whom they said 
*' Come, let us kill him, and the inheritance shall 
be ours." They did kill Him, and the inherit- 
ance became His, to have lordship over that 
world which is to come, wherein He will make 
others whom His Father has given Him, 
redeemed by His death, joint heirs with Him- 
self. "Heir of the world," then, must be 
presumed, in a more general sense, to express 
an iiiheritance immortal, that fad^th not away, 
the exceeding great reward which is the hope 
of every believer in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Abraham, too, must be presumed to have looked 
forward to a like inheritance beyond the literal 
completion to his family of the promises he 
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received, as we read "He looked for a city 
which hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God." But at the time of St Paul's 
writing his epistles, the Jews (then representing 
the seed of Abraham in a literal sense) required 
to be disabused of exaggerated notions of their 
birthright in Abraham. Nothing the Jew was 
born to secured him the inheritance we have 
been speaking of. Circumcision, the initiatory 
ordinance of his religion, bound him to keep 
the law that no man ever succeeded in keeping. 
But Christ (who submitted to circumcision) ful- 
filled the law and took away its curse upon 
those who transgressed it, and so redeemed 
those under the law. Therefore, no sooner was 
salvation by Christ proclaimed, than the law's 
weight, as imposed by circumcision, was lifted 
off. The law was, henceforth,, to be set before 
men, not as a debt they had power to pay, but 
yet as a holy rule to walk by, upon a principle 
that is understood by the term faith. Faith 
was at length proclaimed in an atonement now 
completed by the all-sufficient sacrifice of Christ 
for sin. Faith in the merits of that sacrifice to 
cancel the forfeiture by sins of the inheritance 
in the eternal kingdom. 
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Therefore, let a man's interest in the value 
of that inheritance become stirred up so that 
he shall, above all things, desire to obtain it for 
himself, it will not be impossible for him to 
obtain, owing to his past sins. There is access 
to the ear of God, there is acceptance of prayer 
offered with a true faith, for those being par- 
doned through the merits of Christ. There 
must, however, be a purpose, an intention of 
holier living, in dependance upon that grace 
which faith believes will be granted. And this 
must be presumed to be included in the expres- 
sion of the text, " through the righteousness of 
faith." It is the mark of believers in Christ, 
whose belief is sincere, that they are perpetually 
careful to obey the holy laws of God. They 
will be found to have acquired habits of absti- 
nence from sins that others cannot give up. 
They will be often detected by their temperance 
when others are surfeiting and drunken. Often 
their speech, carefully guarded from profane 
swearing, or indecency, or slander, will show 
who are believers in Christ. Often, absence of 
pride, or self exaltation, or envy, will be marks of 
zeal for holiness that indicate "the righteousness 
of faith/' When these and other graces appear 
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in the characters of any, they may be also set 
down as proofs of diligence in prayer, evidence 
that whatever means of grace such persons have 
learned to avail themselves of, have been em- 
braced heartily and with a thorough sense of 
their value towards their continuance in the love 
and practice of whatever is lawful and right. 

This righteousness of faith is the business of 
our lives, a perfecting of ourselves in holiness 
through the grace that we are most responsible 
to seek, and turn to account in making ourselves 
worthy followers of Christ. This is the obedi- 
ence we must render in evidence of our faith in 
God's promise of that blessed inheritance to 
come. We could never have rendered such 
obedience, had not Christ prepared the way, but 
after he has prepared the way we must, with 
the utmost diligence, take advantage of means 
of grace and all sanctifying provisions made for 
us in Christ. When we have done all we shall 
come short of that perfection that would stand 
the scrutiny of God's judgment, standing by 
itself. But, through Christ's merits, those will 
obtain pardon who shall have sincerely striven, 
who shall have hungered and thirsted, after 
righteousness, who shall so have obtained im- 
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provement, who shall so have traded with that 
which was committed to them. It becomes, 
then, a serious question, whether careless livers, 
who have set about no earnest reformation, who 
have felt no importance of asking, seeking, 
knocking for help in a holy life, can have the 
righteousness of faith. And there is found a 
vain profession possible, of faith in Christ, and 
the warning true that "without holiness no 
man shall see the Lord." And now it would be 
scarcely becoming to omit notice of the fact of 
our having been permitted to see the beginning 
of a new year. As customary for private 
friends to wish each other "A Happy New 
Year," it may also become one in my relation 
to you to wish that, by God's gracious mercy, 
you may all experience an increase of true 
happiness during the year upon which we are 
now entered ; but sure I am, that true happiness 
will increase to none of us, without an increased 
sense of the necessity of God's favour and 
approval of our way. That favour and appro- 
val we shall not experience, if we delay seeking 
God's aid through Jesus Christ, in living more 
agreeably to our Christian calling and profession. 
" The heathen make much ado, and the king- 
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doms are moved," we read in the Psalm, " but 
God hath showed his voice, the earth shall melt 
away." The world, consisting of professing 
Christians, strangers to counting the cost 
and apprehending the demands of their holy 
profession, would carry us all away into notions 
of God's favour being an indifferent matter. 
"He hideth His face, and will never see it." 
So say the ungodly : He does not interfere with 
people's choice to serve Him litde or much. 
So many may be of opinion : but let us think 
more wisely. We shall have temptation, and 
much example the other way, when we want to 
turn more seriously unto the Lord, and may 
our thankfulness for the good He has shown 
us during the past year lead us to take more 
pains to obey Him, and have Him on our 
side. 
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CHRIST BEFORE THE DEAD. 



'* And a certain Scribe camCy and said unto 
Hiniy Mastery I will follow thee whithersoever 
thou goest. And yesus said unto hinty the foxes 
have holes y and the birds of the air have nests ; 
but the Son of Man hath not where to lay His 
head. And another of his disciples said unto 
Hinty Lordy suffer me first to go and bury my 
Father. But yesus said unto himy follow me ; 
and let the dead bury their dead!' — Matt, viii, 
19, 20, 21, 22. 



It may perhaps be presumed from this conver- 
sation, that Jesus in His teaching, frequently 
dwelt upon the question of following Him ; and 
it perhaps appears likely that He spoke so 
plainly and intelligibly, to all who gave Him due 
attention, upon His claim to be followed, served, 
and obeyed, that many hearers were perplexed 
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how to reconcile their own conduct, in not follow- 
ing Him in the manner he said was necessary, 
with their continuing to attend upon His teaching. 

In the verse just before the text, we perhaps 
notice signs of such hearers being plentiful, and 
their plenty to have been viewed with dissatis- 
faction by Jesus Himself, who, in any other 
case, would not, when He saw great multitudes, 
have given commandment to depart unto the 
other side, (/. e. of the lake by ship.) It suggests, 
that our Lord's own experience, during His 
ministry, was large of congregations, willing 
enough to hear about heavenly subjects, but of 
the number being few and slow of increase, of 
those to accept His service, take in His sayings 
to do them, become His acknowledged followers 
and partisans. Moreover, that same dispropor- 
tion between the few who obey the Gospel 
preached, and the many who attend on its preach- 
ing, will not be surprising, if it be found to have 
continued down to the present time. 

The utmost we can expect, therefore, may be 
that many hearers of the word or Gospel should 
be perplexed ; should not feel totally easy in 
their minds, in continuing to be so much hearers, 
and so little doers of the Word, deceiving their 
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own selves. And the text seems to offer for our 
consideration instances of persons from amongst 
the hearers of Jesus Himself, who were moved 
by this perplexity, and who on that account 
were not easy in their feelings. They saw that 
something more was due to one that cast out 
spirits with His word, healed all that were sick, 
( Matt, viii, i 6,) and this the more* appeared 
in that along with such testimony of His power, 
our Lord gave likewise the testimony of a sin- 
less purity of living in His own Person, com- 
bined with a zealous inculcation of repentance, 
change of life, reproof of the vicious manners of 
the time, pointing out the danger of riches with 
such manners corrupting all. 

They saw His claims, the more as a teacher 
also, proclaiming a reformation, only possible by 
self-denial and formation under Himself, of a 
band of followers, at first small, but rapidly gain- 
ing in numbers, who should willingly bear self- 
denial, and before all things adopt a life and 
principles received from Himself, opposed to 
the prevailing habits and principles of the vicious 
age. Prompted by some such just view of 
Jesus' claims and motives, that certain Scribe 
of the text may possibly have made this speech, 
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" Master, I will follow thee, whithersoever thou 
goest," or possibly the sight of Jesus and His 
select party quickly hastening down to go on 
board the boat, and leave behind a vast crowd 
come together on purpose to hear Him, might 
have had the effect of making this scribe more 
conscious of the necessity of going much further 
than hearing so Divine a Teacher. 

Some sense of shame at being left amongst 
the many, and shown by Jesus' act of hastening 
away to be little deserving of His further pains 
to instruct them, may have helped to extort 
from the scribe so strong an avowal that he 
would "follow the Lord whithersoever He should 
go." Or perhaps he thought Jesus abruptly 
left that large crowd, to go where more fame 
and distinction would be gained, and so, where 
He would be in a position to promote His fol- 
lowers ; and therefore this scribe thought no 
time was to be lost in himself becoming Jesus 
follower. Whatsoever the scribe's views were, 
Jesus' answer seems to have damped his eager 
desire of following Him, and the answer was 
this : " The foxes have holes, and the birds of 
the air have nests ; but the Son of Man hath 
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not where to lay Htis head." For this language 
may be easily perceived to have implied some- 
thing of this sort 

If you were to reckon the worldly prospect 
I myself entertain, or can now offer to my follow- 
ers, as happy or secure as that of the wild beasts 
in their dens, or of the birds in their nests, even 
then you would over-rate the worldly advan- 
tages of following me. You must be sure to 
reckon a Teacher like myself, and those -who 
associate themselves with me in my teaching, as 
far too inevitably certain to clash with the 
opinions and principles of this vicious age in 
high quarters, and amongst the many, that I or 
any joined with me should be honoured, or pro- 
tected ; on the contrary, you may make pretty 
certain, that both I and my followers will be 
despised and persecuted, rejected, and refused 
so much as where to lay our head, ii e, deprived 
of all secure permission to pass our lives in the 
enjoyment of ordinary comforts of a home, and 
liberty to carry on our teaching and fault-finding 
with things as they are, without provoking the 
malice of enemies. Our blessed Lord was lay- 
ing down the doctrine in its naked truth, of a 
certain courageous risk demanded of all followers 
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of His, then ^o soon likely to be put to proof by 
exposure to persecution and loss. But it is 
hardly less true, that He requires the same doc- 
trine of followers at all times, and makes the 
greater safety a condition of willingness to take 
such risk. 

The worldly calculator sometimes will be 
found to make improper objections to a course, or 
an effort, or a service, because of the appearance 
of an uncertainty in the prospect of promotion, or 
improved circumstances. Whereas in the same 
course or effort, or service, a wiser person may 
notice the advantage of opportunities of religious 
worship and instruction, the advantage of re- 
moval from stronger temptations, in a word, 
the advantage of a position, wherein the means 
of earning sufficient for present wants, is joined 
with a sphere of duty better adapted for a be- 
liever in Christ, and for living in obedience to 
the principles of Christ's religion. But to choose 
a situation, only for such considerations, often 
presents the appearance of much risk to that 
prospect of success, in the race of life which so 
much tends to sweeten toil. Again, others set 
out other ways, to pursue fortune and fame, and 
yet if the truth were known, those who had set 
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out this less promising way, oftentimes would 
be perceived to have had far the best success, 
after the lapse of a few years, than the former. 
It would be proved in a thousand instances that 
those who had thought more of present duty 
than future successes, had been winners even 
in this world's race. And therefore, it is of the 
nature of the highest service of Christ, to cour- 
ageously risk those prospects by and by, over 
which we have none of us any control, and seek 
happiness in turning to account our present cir- 
cumstances, under which all things work to- 
gether for good to them that obey Christ, so 
that we may be finding the duties of true 
followers of Christ, in situations that require 
risk of losing worldly gain or promotion, but 
wherein it is still allowable to leave such matters 
to the ordering of Providence. 

The other instance of one out of the crowds 
who felt something more than mere hearing of 
Jesus to be necessary, was of a man (another of 
His disciples) who came to offer the same ser- 
vice as the scribe, but (as we shall probably see) 
in a better spirit, although with less profession 
of service. This man wanted to get what may 
perhaps appear only a slight and reasonable re- 
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laxation of strict service of Christ. He " said 
unto Him, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury 
my father," to which plea Jesus only retorts, 
" Follow me, and let the dead bury their dead." 

Now it would be impossible to accuse Jesus 
Christ of encouraging undutifulness or unkind 
treatment by children towards their parents. On 
the contrary. He had in a marked manner re- 
proved teachers amongst the Jews, who did 
encourage such wicked conduct under pretence 
of religious duty. No such view will hold its 
ground. But Christ had a right to the first 
claim of 'every man's service, wherein, sitting 
still and formally paying outward deference to 
relatives or friends, or even to parents (wherein 
real profit of any sort would be absent), would 
be blameable. 

If this man desired to delay the urgent call 
of Christ for attending the mere ordinary, and 
perhaps improperly conducted funeral rites and 
customs respecting his deceased father, then our 
Lord's reply may be considered a reproof to all 
things about funerals that are rather foolish and 
worldly than instructive and spiritual. And we 
have need to ask ourselves whether some of our 
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own conduct and customs in regard to burying 
our dead are not reproved by His words, " Let 
the dead," &c. 

The man perhaps supposed (though igno- 
rantly) that certain things according to custom in 
burial of his father were impossible to be 
omitted, and the most that our Lord's words 
should be thought to convey, would be, perhaps, 
there are quite enough at home to attend the 
usual funeral rites, with the unmeaning feasting 
and company, and minstrelsy, and absence of 
better provision for holy mourners' thoughts. 
The sentiments thou hast newly acquired with 
regard to this highest service of Mine, will not 
well bear the check of such a scene, amidst thy 
still unenlightened kindred and friends, as yet 
strangers to the things thou beginnest to appre- 
hend better. I excuse thee ; follow Me ; " Let 
the dead bury their dead ;" let those whose 
hearts are dead as stone to the spirit of My 
teaching, be satisfied with the hopes which end 
with life, and with funeral rites that centre on 
the dead, but miss the hope of believers in Me, 
that they ^hall never die. 

At all events, our Saviour Jesus Christ, whose 
thoughts, we conclude, (as the Scriptures teach. 
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to have been through so much of His previous 
lifetime pervaded with that death of His own, 
being a victory over death for them who had 
been before in death's power) would but have 
supported the needful correct teaching about 
death which His own power over death de- 
manded, when He said " Let the dead bury 
their dead." 

It was a heathen saying, " Remember to die," 
but the follower of Christ has been made ac- 
quainted with so extraordinary a change in 
amount of knowledge about death of the body, 
that such a saying loses its force and applica- 
tion. The death of the body is of small account 
to him. The resurrection of the body is be- 
come his more interesting theme.. He has 
learned that in their risen bodies all must stand 
before the judgment-seat of Christ, and give ac- 
count for things done in the body # in this life. 
Accordingly, this teaching shows life short for 
action, for grace and the fruit of good works, 
for repentance from dead works, the sins of the 
old corrupt nature in which he dare not die. 
Jesus calls from over much delay and engage- 
ment of our time and thoughts about a mere 
conventional compliance with the customs of the 
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world, that, in some instances, we should neg- 
lect them, and never exaggerate their import- 
ance so as to place anything upon a level in our 
esteem with a faithful obedience of His teach- 
ing and labour of love, for H is sake . 
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RESTORATION. 



^^For thus saith the Lord of Hosts : Yet once, 
it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, 
and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; and 
I will shake all nations, and the desire of all 
nations shall come; and I will fill this house with 
glory, saith the Lord of hosts. The silver is 
mine J and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of 
hosts. The glory of this latter house shall be 
greater than of the former,'' — Haggai ii, 6, 7, 8, 
and part of 9. 



The Bible history teaches, by the fortunes of 
the one nation singled out from the rest, to be 
in a peculiar relation to God ; but it will be ob- 
servable that, as to the Israelites more was given,, 
so from them much more was required, and 
that after they had disowned the obligation of 
a greater return to God for His greater favours 
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bestowed, by forsaking His service, for the 
service of false gods and their own hearts* evil 
lusts, He withdrew His peculiar favour to them 
and let them find out the difference by various 
national calamities that befel them. " But these 
things happened to them for our ensamples," 
that we, by being brought into favour with 
God (by the Gospel covenant) and made liable 
to the same dangers, should faithfully show our 
sense of infinite favours by giving up ourselves 
to Gods service, and walking before Him in 
holiness and righteousness all the days of our 
life. But Christian nations have fallen from 
this duty, and so the falling off of the many has 
ever sharpened the trials of the few that have 
been left still faithful. Nevertheless, whatever 
be the times, we may be sure that there will be 
a few sensible that there is still hope in God : 
and God does not leave such servants without 
witness and encouragement sufficient for their 
difficulties. So when their growing iniquity (I 
am speaking of the Jews) had at length brought 
on the captivity in Babylon, after their city and 
temple were destroyed, God made the kings 
and nobles of that land know that they were 
His people, that their God was above all gods, 
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and could determine the power of earthly kings 
to raise up or destroy, and showed them the 
miracles of quenching fire and stopping lions' 
mouths for His servants' sake. It was God 
that brought Daniel and his companions into 
notice by their conquerors. Daniel survived 
the Babylonian power until Cyrus and his 
successors of the Persian and Medean kingdom 
were masters of Babylon. It was God who 
gave Daniel favour in the sight of these kings, 
and who put it into the heart of Cyrus to 
restore the temple at Jerusalem, and it is likely 
that Daniel was made Cyrus' instructor, and 
had showed Cyrus the prophecies contained in 
Holy Scripture against Babylon and about 
Cyrus himself. The book of Ezra records 
Cyrus' help to the Jews' return, and re-establish- 
ment of the worship of God in the place He 
had still chosen to set His name ; and in the 
book of Ezra we read of Zerubbabel and 
Joshua (the first, the governor; second the 
high priest) engaged in carrying out the resto- 
ration of the Jews, especially by restoring the 
temple, the altar and the sacrifices prescribed 
by their law. We read of the emotions stirred 
up in the hearts of the returned Jews after the 
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altar had been set up, and burnt offerings had 
once more begun to be offered on the same 
hallowed sites as in former days; and after they 
had kept one of their ancient feasts (the feast 
of tabernacles), and when with solemn religious 
service of priests and Levites " the builders laid 
the foundation of thei temple," we read how 
the sacred psalmody of David was revived on 
this occasion "in praising and giving thanks 
unto the Lord because He is good, for that His 
mercy endured for ever toward Israel," and how 
the people were so far exhilarated as to shout 
(and shout they might, in hope, at so assuring 
signs of Divine favour returning). " But many 
of the priests and Levites and chief of the 
fathers, who. were ancient men, that had seen 
the first house, when the foundation of this 
house was laid before their eyes, wept with a 
loud voice, and (we read) "many shouted for joy : 
so that the people could not discern the noise 
of the shout of joy from the noise of the weep- 
ing of the people." Thus theirs was a mixture * 
of emotions ; some were old enough to remem- 
ber days of splendour and outward prosperity 
and position of the nation that never were 

recovered; others were more sanguine, and 

* 

K 
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perhaps the divided emotions that showed 
themselves were a correct foreshadowing of the 
hope of the Jews as an earthly state or kingdom, 
that it was henceforth to be chequered with 
uncertainty and danger, and to come to an end 
as to their nation's position, but only fulfilled in 
Christ and the Gospel. In the very next chap- 
ter of Ezra we read of enemies succeeding in 
stopping the building they had begun, and in 
the next chapter, of the prophets Haggai (from 
whose writings our text is taken) and Zechariah 
being commissioned to encourage Zerubbabel 
and Joshua in renewing the work. All this 
hindrance must have proved a grievous damper 
of joy or hope, and have induced despair of 
(what to a Jew would have been thought an 
essential sign of Divine favour) return of earthly 
splendour to their temple and city. And the 
assurance of Haggai's words (in the text) does 
not include assurance of such things going to 
return, never to depart from them ; it is the 
assurance, rather, which is adapted to men pre- 
pared to have their hopes in the worldly turn of 
things stultified by the different appointment of 
God, and prepared to accept that appointment 
as the way to far better things than best in their 
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own notion. For we observe interwoven (with 
this prophecy of encouragement to the Jews 
and their leaders concerning the glory of this 
latter House of the Lord they were about 
building) an undoubted prophecy of that awful 
accompaniment to the second coming of Christ, 
the destruction of the material creation. This 
reference we know to be meant because of the 
notice of this place of Scripture in the New 
Testament, viz., Heb. xii, 25, 26, where we read 
" See that ye refuse not Him that speaketh, for 
if they escaped not who refused Him that spake 
on earth, much more shall not we escape if we 
turn away from Him that speaketh from heaven," 
" Whose voice then shook the earth, but now He 
hath promised, saying (and this is the reference 
to Haggai), Yet once more I shake not the 
earth only, but also heaven." 

Having alluded to God's designs upon a 
wider scale than the Jewish point of view, 
Haggai's words are "And the desire of all 
nations shall come." That was the great hope, 
not only of Jew but of Gentile also, " And I 
will fill diis house with glory ;" this, and this 
added " The glory of this latter house shall be 
greater than of the former/* were revealed 
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in conjunction with one of the most distinct 
promises concerning our Saviour's coming. 
We, at this time of day, however, have aids to 
perception which those harrassed Jews had not, 
how by our Jesus' coming to that temple its 
glory was greater, it was honoured by the 
presence of Christ. It was but a mean build- 
ing, compared with the former temple built by 
Solomon, as it came from the hands of Zerub- 
babel and those with him. It did, however, 
attain, in the days of Herod, a magnificence 
that rendered it a wonder again in outward 
beauty, size, material, and workmanship. The 
Apostles came to show Jesus the building of 
the temple, but the magnificence they thought 
of could not make it equal to the former in 
glory. Christ's presence could, and did make 
its glory greater. As their forefathers had pro- 
voked the Lord by pride in their temple, so the 
nation were more provoking Him again by 
pride in their temple, and a falling off in the 
sincerity of their religion. And so the second 
temple, after being honoured by Christ's pres- 
ence, was also destroyed, to teach that one 
greater than the temple was come. This may, 
perhaps, be intended to be taught by this verse. 
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" The Sliver is mine and the gold is mine, saith 
the Lord of Hosts," as if to say, These costly 
ornaments of temples are creatures of my hand : 
whenever I will, I can make them abound ; they 
are in my power still, and though spoiled by 
the conquerors, I am not more dishonoured by 
the use they put them to, than by your abuse of 
them by hearts far from me,* with boast of these 
as notes of my favour. I do not require your 
silver and your gold offerings, by themselves ; 
they cease to be acceptable when your love and 
duty wax cold and remiss. 

But the text has a more especial adapta- 
tion to the teaching of the Church-day just 
past. When the infant Jesus was presen- 
ted in the substance of our flesh, they 
brought Him into the temple according to- 
the law concerning the dedication of the 
first-born to God. We find that according to 
this law the first-born child was required to be 
redeemed with a sacrifice. As the compliance 
with the command to strike the blood of the 
first passover lamb upon parts of the door-frame 
saved the first-born children of their fathers 
when the first-born in every Egyptian house 
perished, so compliance with a sacrifice shedding 
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an animal's blood for every first-born child, was 
required to teach how they also all deserved to 
perish like the Egyptian first-bom. The Chris- 
tian doctrine contained under all this appears to 
be, in sum, that a just God requires of all people 
in every age, satisfaction for their offences ; and 
that, were the first-bom in every house to be 
slain like those in Egypt by the destroying angel, 
even then God's anger could not be turned 
away ; or, if all mankind were to be cut off by 
death, then there would be no removal of the 
guilt of their sin. Nothing would have even 
then been done that would bear comparison with 
the work of the One only sinless Child of man, 
our Saviour Jesus, who was presented unto God 
in the temple. He was then dedicated to Gkxi 
in our stead, and then He was offered, a perfect 
victim, who by His sufferings and death should 
redeem all mankind. He was presented for 
that very purpose : God, who sees the end to- 
gether with the beginning, even then accepted 
that Holy Infant to be the propitiation for our 
sins. His Cross and Passion were there in 
purpose, upon them stood all men's security as 
in a bank, from which they borrowed in all 
their approaches to God, from the foundation of 
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the world. And while the world lasts sinners' 
acceptance is through the same Saviour, but 
with this change : it is now revealed and mani- 
fested, whereas before it was promised and 
expected. But when promised and expected 
only as likely, it admitted of mistake, and per- 
haps God did not correct their mistake who 
failed to suppose "the desire of all nations" 
would be such as He has as yet only been 
fully revealed, viz., a suffering victim, not a per- 
son with the permanent tokens of power and 
dominion about Him. 

There is yet another promise to be waited 
for and to be prepared for : we, like Zerubbabel 
and Joshua, have work before us against "the 
desire of all nations" coming again, crown our 
efforts with glory. There is a mixed emotion, 
therefore, amongst us. There are past glories 
of Church and country to which some present 
meannesses may make our figure poor, and 
there are growths in the progress of truth and 
grace, whereby a Christianity of. the future 
might exceed in glory all the past though we be 
but laying the foundation in mean and limited 
efforts. We have an inheritance of long pre- 
valent devastation of Christ's vineyard, and 
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appalling growths of tares in the field wherein 
at first the Lord of the Harvest sowed so 
effectual good seed. It is a miracle that we are 
preserved to have the opportunities we have for 
making the gospel a blessing to ourselves and 
others. But it is too near only first rising up 
from the laying low for centuries of the once 
flourishing churches that had been planted in 
the world to anticipate, very hopefully, our re- 
vived Christianity conquering the world back 
again. Superstition and error have brought 
forth unbelief and contempt of Gospel truth. 
Darkness is still loved rather than light, and the 
world seems, almost, certainly, irreclaimable to 
Christian truth again. Nevertheless Holy 
Scripture has prophecies to encourage believers 
of these latter days that by repentance they 
should seek acceptance with God to become 
again the lively stones of a spiritual temple 
against the day when the desire of all nations 
(our Saviour Christ) shall come to make it glo- 
rious by His presence. 
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SAFE CHRISTIAN BUILDING. 



" Salt is good : but if the salt have lost his 
savour, wherewith shall it be seasoned"^ It is 
neither fit for the land, nor yet for the dunghill ; 
but men cast it out. He that hath ears to hear, 
let him hear'' — Luke xiv. 34-5. 



This comparison by Christ of those who should 
be His disciples with salt occurs also earlier in 
the New Testament, i. e., as early as the fifth 
of Matthew, near the beginning of His Sermon 
on the Mount Our Lord had there said of 
His disciples " Ye are the salt of the earth," 
with like additions to those of the present pas- 
sage, viz., this one : " if the salt have lost his 
savour wherewith shall it be seasoned," and 
another addition corresponding with the latter 
part of the text about its thenceforth being good 
for nothing. Therefore, salt, in the text, must 
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have the same application, viz., to the disciples 
of Christ, and the salt is pronounced by Christ 
to be good, or efficacious, for seasoning when 
the disciples of Christ (the believers on Him) 
who call themselves Christians, are faithful to 
His teaching; when these are keeping them- 
selves (through His aid, always sought, and by 
strength obtained through His name) firm in 
the principles of His kingdom, which is not of 
this world, are remaining cheerful in denying 
the pleasures of sin for a season through hope 
of purer pleasures of that world to come, and 
making themselves instructive examples of the 
faith and patience that He had made need- 
ful for His disciples, whereby others would be 
influenced, their fellow Christians strengthened 
in all holy striving, and righteousness become 
more obeyed in all the earth. The question 
then, in the text, would have this reference, 
" wherewith shall it be seasoned," i. e., the earth 
be seasoned, if the salt have lost his savour ? 
Or, if the disciples of Christ have become in- 
sipid and impotent, as representative candidates 
for the kingdom of heaven ; or have lost all 
sufficient attraction for convincing sinners of 
their danger, and winning them to repentance 
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and true belief in Christ, then wherewith shall 
the earth be seasoned, purified or changed to 
holiness ? Hence, there is readily found a con- 
nection between the saying of the text, " Salt 
i3 good," and what follows, as well as with the 
subject of several verses of this chapter that 
had gone before, from verse 26 to 33, including 
those two verses. But in the first of those 
verses the words of Christ were distinct, to the 
effect that if any did not hate, or love less than 
Hinty their nearest kindred, they could not be His 
disciples ; and in the last of those verses Christ's 
words were " So likewise, whosoever he be of 
you that forsake not all that he hath, he cannot 
be my disciple," which words oblige us to believe 
that the same necessity, (to disciples of Christ) 
of forsaking, loving less, or hating, had been 
taught in the two intervening comparisons, viz., 
of the man intending to build a tower, and of 
the king going to make war against another 
king. It will, therefore, fall within the scope of 
our inquiry into the meaning of the text, that 
we should endeavour to apply the two compari- 
sons just mentioned, to the purpose of showing 
the duty we were upon of forsaking all and 
following Christ Our Lord (every one must 
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see) based His argument for so thorough giving 
themselves to His service, of those who should 
undertake it, upon the unreserved willingness 
wherewith men gave up their most valued 
possessions for carrying out their own ambitious 
designs, and therefore I have conceived His 
allusion to give an instance for our instruction 
on this point. Some man of rank who had 
been inflamed with the desire of 'representing 
His wealth and consequence by great buildings, 
who had designed a plan to which the feature 
of a particular stately tower was essential, and 
to bid us reflect, what would he do ? Would 
he not minutely inquire into the whole of the 
property he possessed, what money he had, 
what more money he could raise by sale of 
every other kind of property, what money he 
could further add by retrenchment of expenses 
for things he had lost interest in, to employ all 
towards erecting this tower to be a lasting 
memorial of his greatness ?* Or in the other 

*Or, as if our nation^ listening to the ambitious projegts of 
engineers, how communications with the continent might be at- 
tained by some thirty miles of excavation into the bowels of the 
ea^h^ should shirk a few questions of prudent bearing upon 
their highest mission as a Christian state. Not pretending to 
decide finally, for Or against, the following appear deserving of 
attention from a Christian point of view : 

Does the estimate bear a disproportionate comparison to all 
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case, that of a warlike king eager, we may pre- 
sume, for the fame of a conqueror in battle 
against a powerful enemy ; or else filled merely 
with the patriotic resolution of resisting invasion 
of his country by a king with an army much 
larger than his own, how could such a king 
think for a moment of successful issue of the 
war unless he should put his life in his hand, 
go amongst his troops encouraging them to risk 
their lives bravely, endure hardship, and make 
every exertion for the glorious cause of resisting 
the foreigner, and obtaining victory in the war ? 
The weaker king could no otherwise pretend to 
resistance ; it would only enrage the invader to 
continue the show of resistance without prepar- 
ation well thought of before, and he would be 
obliged to hasten off an embassage and desire 
conditions of peace. 

Thus I have supposed our Lord to have 

the contributions likely to be available, in any case, for supporting 
the missionary church, for extension after its faithful work of 
pioneering ? 

Would it not be better to undertake so large an expenditure 
rather for planting out and settling in other lands, where Provi- 
dence has given us space, the feeble and overworked, with noble 
and disinterested (to whom much had been given,) to be fathers, 
mothers, protectors and glides, to join their church in the wil- 
derness ? 

Would it not be sinking useful energy, heart, and means 
would it not be a national Nabalism ? 
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appealed to the thought, trouble, exertion and 
expense which every one perceives necessary to 
two of those enterprizes of this present world, 
and thereby to have taught us that it is only 
. equally reasonable that those who should under- 
take His service should give thought, trouble, 
. exertion and expense in their power, for His 
sake, to be His faithful disciples. For it is not 
a mere tower * of this earth, which shall perish 
with the works that are therein, that Christ has 
called upon us to build, yet it is a building in 
whose completion He has invited our partici- 
pation, viz., the spiritual building, wherein He 
offers to make each of us a living stone, and 
nourish us from Himself, the foundation or rock. 
It is not like towers purposed for the glory of 

* Not under all (or perhaps present) circumstances of the un- 
equal warfare against evil, even a church tower. For, we are 
told, the numbers who were drawn from other employment^ to 
complete the temple of Herod's projection, became afterwards 
most dangerous, and were foremost in causing the extreme 
misery within Jerusalem during the last Roman siege. But 
churchmen now perhaps have to appease the craftsmen (also be- 
. come important by recent gains from church building) and must 
risk much church popularity unless they perpetuate a forced 
demand. Can such remarks be ill-timed, if hazardous, when 
the too common facts of large arrears of debt after churches 
or schools have been erected, with the resort to charity bazaars 
for funds, so much belie the prosperity which the appearance 
of new churches and schools is apt to make superficial obser- 
vation believe real and unquestionable? 
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this world, or like that tower of Babel whose 
builders aimed to reach heaven, and set the 
command of God at defiance, that provoked 
God to make them leave their building unfin- 
ished ; but it is to build, like that wise man which 
built an house, digged deep, and laid the foun- 
dation upon a rock, against which the stream 
beat vehemently and could not shake it, " for it 
was founded upon a rock." 

How entirely in agreement with such teach- 
ing, as to what it is to be a faithful disciple of 
Christ, are those engagements of our Christian 
covenant which the Church requires of those 
who receive her baptism, or which are taken 
upon themselves (as lately, by several of our 
younger brethren and sisters) at their confirma- 
tion. How necessary to the claim of any bles- 
sing whatever, from our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
the substance of the three things set forth in the 
Church Catechism as undertaken by every 
infant's sponsors in baptism, should be owned 
throughout their lives to be binding upon every 
professing christian. How great the danger of 
departing from those three essential things that 
were undertaken ! And many must necessarily 
depart from them who leave off meditation upon 
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how to perform the things they have promised. 
We cannot but regret that there must be so often 
wanting in those who have been confirmed that 
holy and heavenly wisdom, to reflect by aid of 
the teaching of Christ, the Master whose service 
they have entered, for instance, by aid of that 
teaching I have been bringing to your notice. 
If otherwise, and any such heavenly wisdom 
remain, what's to hinder any one who has been 
confirmed from reflecting after this manner: 
If a man were intending to build a tower which, 
after it was finished, should, be praised for its 
strength, completeness and beauty, he could not 
do it without thought, he must be very particular 
in finding a large enough sum to finish it, he 
must set aside all other things of importance to 
watch its progress, he could not rest safely as a 
man who had set about a difficult work and 
carried it through and deserved to be honoured 
by his neighbours, until it was finished. But 
many men have shown all this prudence, industry, 
and perseverance for their projects and schemes 
which have no other satisfaction, honour, or re- 
ward than that which can be enjoyed in this world 
and which depends upon the favour of men of 
this world. But can Jesus Christ who had left the 
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highest throne He shared with the Father of 
the universe, and taught that there were rewscrds, 
honours, and possessions above that He would 
give to us if we only accepted His service 
— can He be served with carelessness, or with 
entire omission of the same pains that are always 
taken by those who wish to obtain any great 
success in this world ? Can that promise and 
vow of our baptism and our confirmation be 
reckoned unreasonable ? Can any prudence, 
care, and study to fulfil it be refused, as long as 
there be any time, any opportunity to go on 
with the work which He, our Lord, has put into 
our hands, until it be finished ? Or what's to 
hinder any one who has been confirmed, and is 
wise unto salvation, reflecting also upon that 
instance employed by Christ, for our instruction, 
of that king who was so prudent and calculating 
before undertaking with ten thousand, a war 
with him who came against him with twenty 
thousand ? Why should not each of you say 
to yourselves. Can we, who are made members 
of Christ, children of God and inheritors of the 
kingdom of heaven, can we need to be less 
prudent and calculating of our strength, when 
we know that there is a powerful enemy, the 
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devil, coming against us, seeking to destroy us, 
and deprive us of all our blessings from Christ ? 
Can we delay reminding ourselves how, of our 
own natural strength, we cannot stand against 
this enemy ? Can we shirk the trouble of 
putting on the spiritual armour ? Can we 
attempt, day or night, to undertake to work 
or rest without prayer, reading and hearing the 
Scriptures having been resorted to, for keeping 
us resolute against temptation ? Is it to be 
reckoned unreasonable that we should attend 
public worship in the assemblies of the saints, 
where Christ has promised to be with His 
followers, and that we should be earnestly 
desirous that Christ (who would not be present 
but to give us what we most need), should give 
us every strength for the contest against our 
enemy, for resistance of the deceitful tempta- 
tions by which he makes war upon us ? 

And is it to be considered an indifferent ad- 
vantage for carrying on this warfare, that we 
should be able to renew our strength in all love 
to the holy precepts we are bound to maintain, 
by examining ourselves from time to time, as to 
what points of obedience this terrible foe shall 
have made us give way in, as to how far he 



Safe Christian Building. 147 

shall have made us forget God's holy law, and 
as to what failures he has gained occasion to 
accuse us, trouble us, and dishearten us, in our 
hope of victory over him ? Should we not 
thankfully from time to time so examine our- 
selves, ascertain how the fight is being main- 
tained> as well as remember where to go for 
forgiveness if it has been weakly and irresolutely 
maintained, and we have sinned and lost ground 
— where to go for renewal, and how that 
provision is especially offered for our assistance, 
and adapted for all our dangers and difficulties, 
in the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ? 

Once more, it must fall out that in exactly 
the proportion that our prudence, our diligence, 
our perseverance in keeping ourselves strong 
and attached servants and soldiers in our Chris- 
tian warfare are so continued fresh and renewed 
by those means of grace that have been pro- 
vided for us, shall we be salt that is good, 
capable of seasoning others, or tincturing them 
with what is good. Thus shall we be of 
efficacy to keep one another's principles and 
actions holier and purer ; thus the salt will be 
good, and its good savour will be more widely 

L 2 
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perceived. Let every one of us, therefore, take 
courage from despondency at our own frequent 
weakness and unworthiness being felt a burden. 
Let us examine into the cause of this also. One 
cause, no doubt, is this, viz., our adversary the 
devil, finding that the most likely way to turn 
away many from their Christian duties is to 
make here and there one who were at more 
pains than others to live holily and be near to 
Christ, to make each one of such disciples of 
Christ slacken their pace, or suspect themselves 
forsaken of God, and too much the objects of 
His wrath to be accepted in approaching Him 
as they have been wont to do. Satan will also 
sometimes take advantage of you because your 
religion has been formal or lifeless, your heart 
has been set on sinful objects, you have gained 
nothing with all your pretentious service, or 
you would not now be the defective character 
you must own yourself. Nevertheless, however 
proper and just these selfraccusations may be 
for any servant of Christ to make, still the devil 
is subtle enough to labour to turn them into a 
reason for despair of your ever making any due 
progress in holiness by continuing the same 
care and efforts as before, and so make you 
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leave off their continuance, which is the very 
thing he aims at. 

. But we are not to be our own judges beyond 
the discovery of sins we ought to repent of, and 
take with us to God for that pardon and 
cleansing from which He has provided through 
His blessed Son's merits. We must notice 
Satan's object — to cause our fall that he may 
gain more to fall also. If we are ever faithfully 
turning from our sins, and renewing our strength 
by the means, which are the life of believers, 
then the savour of life will be effectually spread 
more and more by each one of us ; then the 
power of Satan will be getting weaker over 
others also ; then the happiness, even in this 
world, which Christ, by His Gospel, has placed 
within reach of many, will be a result that was 
ready to reward our steadfastness ; and our 
Lord Christ will be able to pronounce con- 
cerning us, that we can be His disciples, and 
that the salt is good. 
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HID FROM THE WORLD REVEALED 

TO THE CHURCH. 



^^ And the angel said unto them, Fear not; 
for, behold I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all peopled — Luke ii, io. 



Thus the angel prefaced to the Shepherds his 
message of good measure pressed down and 
shaken together, of the loving care of God 
concerning the great necessity of this earth's 
inhabitants. The long intended boon to 
mankind had arrived, and a purpose that 
had existed in the mind of the Creator of 
the world, from the world's foundation had, 
at length, after so many ages, been realized. 
Yet what God had purposed for so long, 
bespeaks greatness in the accomplishment 
What God had, too, so long ago promised, 
(which He had, immediately after their sin, 
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to the first father, and to the mother of all liv- 
ingy saying, the seed of the woman shall bruise 
the serpent's head,) and had yet delayed to 
manifest sooner, gives the impression of good 
to mankind, vast and wonderful beyond con- 
ception, when it did come. 

But the good which God sends, the greater 
it be, is often nothing in appearance to 
bespeak how good it is. We can understand 
this of a reverse of fortune, of a disappoint- 
ment in this life, of a stroke of disease, 
bringing down the health previously enjoyed. 
We can admit that, in certain cases, these 
have been God's visitations for the improve- 
ment and perfection of the objects of them. 
So when a certain holy woman, of humble 
rank, coming to a crowded inn, so crowded 
that she had been compelled to accept the 
shelter of the stable, and had there given 
birth to an infant, it was hardly in the 
smallest degree noticeable, that to all man- 
kind a good had come down from God, 
beyond all measure in value and importance. 

We, who have read and heard read of 
the angel's message to Mary, "Fear not, 
Mary, for thou hast found favour with God" 
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(Luke 1, 30,) and of the rest of that interview, 
may forget the absence of anything observable in 
that new-born child, of that most humble guest, 
at the inn of Bethlehem, to put anybody 
in mind of a surpassing good from God to 
all the world. The many guests who occu- 
pied the chief accommodation of that inn 
appear to have been quite unconcerned at 
what had occurred, and not one have dreamt 
of paying any attention to Mary and her 
child, or offered them the room that they 
had first secured, or eagerly hastened to 
exchange places with them, let them be 
brought inside the house, and themselves 
take the stable. There was not the slightest 
curiosity or interest, no compassion either, in 
the company of the inn, excited in regard 
to their fellow guests there, exposed to so 
much inconvenience in the stable, and the 
woman obliged to lay her new-bom infant 
in the manger. 

Mary, herself, knew of the miracle which 
had made her mother of that son. Joseph, 
whose espoused wife she was, knew of it 
before that marriage was consummated, as 
the angel of the Lord had informed him 
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in a dream. Mary had been prepared for 
It by the angel's message ; but they neither 
appear to have sought to make public yet 
what had been revealed to them, nor if they 
had, were they likely to have gained belief 
to their story. That it was the Saviour of 
the world arrived, in that birth under such 
circumstances, the world in general were not 
at that moment the least prepared to be 
persuaded of. Accordingly, there had been 
determined an obscure and little known child- 
hood and boyhood for Him who was so 
designedly obscure and unknown in His birth. 
Jesus was yet to be retired and unobserved, 
for the most part, until He reached the 
age of thirty, and the time of His entering 
upon His ministry, to be unmistakeably a 
prophet mighty in word and deed, though 
still withholding signs and pretensions of 
being the Messiah that would have been 
needful first ere that worldly and ambitious 
generation of His Jewish countrymen would 
have received and acknowledged Him. 

Hence the birth of Jesus was not imme- 
diately proclaimed aloud to the whole world. 
Yet that holy and God-fearing persons of the 
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time should have their hearts refreshed, and 
minds comforted by the assurance of God*s 
faithfulness to His covenant, Jesus' birth was 
not allowed to remain unmarked, and quickly 
God knew where to find humble and hearty 
servants, well prepared to appreciate His infi- 
nite goodness manifested in the birth that had 
taken place, for " there were in the same 
country, shepherds, abiding in the field, keep- 
ing watch over their flocks by night." These 
were, no doubt, samples of that sort of men 
from whom the race of Israel had sprung, 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who may be sup- 
posed, to have been like those patriarchs, in 
reverence for God and habits of meditation 
upon the things of God, while they pursued 
the same occupation, and kept watch over 
flocks by night. 

The necessity of foregoing sleep and 
softness was doubtless, turned by such men 
to profit, and they found the way to the more 
effective devotion, the more hardness they en- 
dured, and rougher the duties of their occupa- 
tion. David, also, had been like them ac- 
quainted with the hardness of the same 
occupation. Not far perhaps from the same 
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hill sides, had the Spirit of the Lord several 
ages sooner come upon David, and his faith 
and courage v strengthened wherein he had 
been enabled to play with lions as with kids. 
What holy songs had David originated, in 
the same employment, in the same country, 
by night, as wherein those shepherds watched, 
to whom Jesus* birth was first announced by 
the angel, and songs wherein mention was 
contained of what that same holy child Jesus 
should come to be ! 

We read nothing more afterwards of the 
shepherds at this time singled out for recipients 
of the first news of the Saviour's birth, but 
that they were much in advance before others 
in the spirit of confidence, in the power and 
purposes of God for salvation and help, is a 
supposition strengthened by the circumstances. 
And it is to be supposed that the angel's 
words struck a chord in their hearts that 
was set in vibration as soon as they were 
uttered — after the terror of the sight and the 
glory of the Lord round about them was al- 
layed by the first "Fear not" — "Fear not, 
for behold I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people." " To all 
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people'^ God had so loved the world, that 
He sent His Son. God had extended wide 
His compassion to all people. And good 
men are those whose sympathies are large, 
who love to meditate upon whatever things 
may in the foresight of God's love be for 
the good of all people. And so those shep- 
herds must be presumed to have felt them 
good tidings of great joy, which the angel 
brought them; because they were so purposed, 
to all people. The hearing of these being a 
mighty provision for the salvation of all 
men, lightened their hearts. It was more to 
them than to live delicately or in kings' courts, 
and they counted not for change of circum- 
stances in this world, or to be other than still 
hardy shepherds, we may presume, as in- 
volved in the joyfulness of the occasion. "For 
unto you is bom this day, in the city of 
David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord" 
That seemed enough for them, they could 
now dismiss apprehension about the great 
restoration of the favour of God to every 
humble putter of trust in His mercy. They 
could think of an end of their pilgrimage 
(like aged Simeon) in peace. And with the 
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vision besides they had of the heavenly host, 
a vast company of angels celebrating the 
event with united praise, those shepherds 
became qualified to bear the requisite testi- 
mony to that new-born infant's appointment 
to be the Saviour, Mediator, and Redeemer 
of the world. 

They then agreed together to go to Bethle- 
hem, to see the thing that was come to pass, 
which the Lord had made known to them. 
" And they came with haste, and found Mary 
and yosephy and the babe lying in a mangerl' 
(we read). It was then that they bore the requi- 
site testimony, ^^ and made known abroad the 
saying that was told them concerning this child!' 
Having done this, they returned, (or resumed 
their occupation of watching sheep,) full of 
the utmost holy satisfaction, and as they 
went, were "glorifying and praising God for 
all the things that they had heard and seen, 
as it was told unto them." 

Thus humble men of an employment of little 
luxury, or pampering the flesh, could exhibit the 
keenest appetite and relish for spiritual festivity. 
We, doubtless, many of us call that Christmas 
iipjtivity, wherein dainty fare, and plentiful food 
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is provided, and are not backward in that part 
of the joy of a holy season. If, however we 
would have our festivity spiritual, then let us, 
at least, whatever our share be, large or small, of 
these carnal things, remember how none of these 
creatures could have been our's freely and richly 
to enjoy, except that holy Babe had been bom 
and dwelt amongst us, and finished the work of 
our salvation. Let us, moreover^ also remember, 
that though He has done His part, we have 
still our parts unfinished^ viz. to make our calling 
and election sure. Let us seek satisfaction, not 
in eating and drinking, ( beyond appreciation of 
the grateful savour of God's infinite bounty that 
present things afford,) but rather seek our satis- 
faction in that wonderful provision of spiritual 
strength against sin^ and rich supply of all 
spiritual benefits, ending in the salvation of our 
souls, by the coming into the world of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Let us each quickly resume, ( with the shep- 
herds,) such honest and useful occupation as 
has fallen to our lot, having been most careful 
of keeping our Christmas, by those meditations 
that turn upon the unspeakable value of our 
souls, and what God has done to save them, 
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and what love that was of God's to send forth 
His Son made of a womany and by a more 
earnestly considering, " What reward shall we 
give unto the Lord^ for all the benefits that He 
hath done unto usf The Psalmist's answer 
might be our guide to an answer also, viz. to be 
more diligent to avail ourselves of those means 
of grace, and essentials to salvation, which we 
have in the Church of God. 

" I will receive the cup of Salvation, and call 
upon the name of the Lord." 
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SONS OF GOD OUT OF THE 

REVERSE. 



" He came unto His owtiy and His own received 
Him not. But as many as received Him^ to 
them gave He power to become the Sons of God, 
even to them that believe on His name'' — John 

II. II, 12. 



Before proceeding to inquire into the meaning 
of this passage, I have referred to tables, where 
I find the date of St John's Gospel being 
written stated as probably about 8i of the 
Christian era, or as we say, " in the year of our 
Lord 8 1, numbering the years from the Chris- 
tian era, which was about 4 years before the 
birth of Christ, in the year 81, reckoning from 
the same year that our years are now reckoned, 
whereby the present year is the year 1874, which 
year was not, correctly speaking, the year of 
our Lord^'s birth, but about 4 years sooner. 
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I find that this Gospel of St. John, therefore, 
was written after the Gospel had been between 
40 and 50 years making its way ; that it was 
written after most of the books of the New 
Testament had been a good while written ; that 
St. Peter and St. Paul had been put to death 
some 13 years before ; and, moreover, that it 
was now some 44 years since that question 
( St. John records,) was asked by St Peter con- 
cerning this Evangelist, which received that 
answer by Christ, concerning his tarrying^ till 
Christ's coming again, on which was grounded 
the saying among the brethren^ that St. John 
should not die. But although those brethren 
erred, the lapse of years since, must have made 
St. John thoughtful respecting the prolonga- 
tion of his own life, which was an exception to 
the case of others, who had been amongst the 
first Apostles, and heralds of the Saviour : a 
beloved disciple though he had been, that he 
was still required to testify of his Lord on earth, 
instead of passing to his rest with his Lord, as 
St. Peter had done, and St. Paul, about 13 
years before. Old age must already have over- 
taken St. John, and he was still to live many 
years, and write epistles, and another book, and 
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only to put off his mortality nearly 20 years 
after the time of his writing his gospel. 

St. John, therefore, began writing his gospel, 
after the important fulfilment, (of long-purposed 
deliverance to the world, hitherto estranged 
from God,) by the coming of its Saviour, had 
reached numbers of people in many different 
countries. Jerusalem and her people had now 
some eleven years back undergone the severity 
of Divine vengeance, (which had been fore- 
told by Christ,) by the destruction of their 
city and temple, which was a consequence of 
the fact mentioned in my text, perhaps not 
with the less painful feeling for the few words 
in which St. John mentions it, viz. that " He 
came unto His own, and His own received 
Him not." (John i., 11.) 

All was now accomplished for which one 
particular nation had ever been made " His 
own." And St. John in the first chapter 
of his gospel, seems to be particular in remind- 
ing readers, that the Light is for believers of 
all nations, without distinction, whether of 
Jewish or other race. And seeing that Christi- 
anity was sent to abolish that chief error of 
idolatry amongst the nations, but neverthe- 
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less proclaim Jesus Christ as worthy to receive 
the highest worship and homage that man 
could pay to any person or object, it would 
seem no more than necessary that John should 
introduce the Author of the religion of Chris- 
tians, as a Divine Person by the name of 
the Wordy who was from the beginning with 
God, and was God, by whom all things 
were made, who by His co-operation with the 
Father made the world (Bloomfield), in whom 
was every attribute of divinity, and who there- 
fore could be worshipped without idolatry, and 
whose worship could not be esteemed the 
setting forth of strange gods to worship, 
(which had been said at Athens) as any 
heathen gods or heroes whatever had been 
worshipped, but the highest and holiest wor- 
ship due only to the one true God. And no 
less than their Saviour to claim such a worship 
of them was Jesus Christ, concerning whom 
St. John was setting about a narrative, sup- 
plying many things said and done that had 
not been mentioned by St Matthew, or St. 
Mark or St. Luke. 

In the text, allusion is first made to Jesus' 
own nation having, as a nation, refused to 
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receive Him, or receive His teaching, believe 
His word or miracles, and obey His directions. 
Next, allusion is made more particularly to 
all those of Jesus' own nation, who did with 
all their hearts receive Him, and were denied 
nothing of chief blessing and mercy that He 
came the bearer of to all faithful hearers ; 
and to as many, (first including those thou- 
sands of Jews who became the beginning of 
the Church, but also, besides taking in believers 
of all nations,) " to as many as received Him, 
to them gave He power." It will now be 
sufficient subject for the remainder of our time 
(to-day), to inquire what that power or privi- 
lege was. " To them (we read) gave He power 
to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on His nam^'^ This scripture is, there- 
fore, in exact harmony with tHe teaching of 
the catechism concerning the power or privi- 
lege of baptism, that in baptism each was 
made a child of God. Baptism evidently 
was ordained to the conveyance to each "that 
thing which by nature he cannot have," and, 
therefore, there is no promise of that renewal, 
(to which all indeed were invited,) to any but 
the baptised in Christ's name ; and yet there 
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must be a leading of the rest of their lives 
according to that beginning, by the baptised, 
or the full sonship, to be the sons of God, 
may be very much hidden from view, in the 
course of that term of years allotted for their 
perfecting, to the different persons who have 
been made such. 

St. John speaks of power or privilege to 
become, not as though the prize had been 
already attained, but more in agreement with 
what we have been continually reminded of, 
as though there were a great deal in us left 
of the corrupt, we had by nature, and need- 
ful much patient exertion to supplant it by 
holy principles. And this may be thrown 
light upon by reference to the parable of the 
tares. Now, our Lord in His explanation of 
that parable (as far as He chose to unfold 
its reference) stated that the good seed are 
the children of the kingdom, (Matt, xiii, 38.) 
But I fear the parable will not encourage 
all baptised Christians to claim that they are 
the children of the kingdom here noticed, 
seeing that has occurred, which is represented 
as to have caused surprise to the servants 
of the householder, who said to him, " Sir, 



i66 Sons of God 

didst thou not sow good seed in thy field, 
whence then hath it tares f " " An enemy 
hath done this, who is the devils Again, 
the parable describes how this enemy, ever 
resisting the will of Christ, sowed tares while 
men slept. From whatever cause, as man 
in the time of innocency was open to the 
attempts of this enemy, so ever since, and 
after the sowing of the good seed also, man- 
kind are open to his attempts. Mankind have 
been planted children of the kingdom, whom 
the good seed are; but whatever neglect or 
carelessness, they have afterwards allowed them- 
selves in, has been taken advantage of by the 
devil, for opportunity wherein to sow their 
hearts with evil, and to make it grow there. 
Entire neglect, or any manifest omission of 
continuance in the duties of their holy pro- 
fession, will be certain to be taken advantage 
of by the devil, to turn them into his children, 
who were the other children. And we must 
not shut our eyes to the miserable plight pro- 
fessing Christians appear to be brought to, 
viz. of being so much become the children of 
the wicked one, that they so often seem to 
have forfeited the privilege of children of 
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the kingdom, and children of God. But then, 
observe we, the householder would not per- 
mit his servants to go into the field and 
gather up the tares. Therefore, the whole 
time of our life is intended wherein an im- 
provement in the condition of every erring 
and straying sheep, and in those held fast 
by the enemy of souls, may be effected. We 
admit that children of the wicked one, many 
of us, in regard to a great deal of our con- 
duct during our past lives, have verily been ; 
the devil, the father of lies, has grossly de- 
ceived us, and blinded us to our danger. The 
earnest working out of our salvation, the 
imitation of the holy pattern, and conformity 
to the holy teaching of our Lord Christ, has 
been thought compatible with various false 
ways, contrary to God's law, that we have 
observed to be in fashion ; and what else 
but children of the wicked one do our charac- 
ters chiefly reflect ? 

Again, the good seed was sown in the field, 
but it hath tares ; the servants, nevertheless, 
may not gather them up, "lest they root up 
the wheat also." There must, then, be pati- 
ence with appearances ; all are not tares that 
appear so ; all are not children of the wicked 
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one that appear such. The vigour of the 
heavenly planting was not to be at once 
killed by that malicious enemy. " Let both 
grow together until the harvest " — there should 
be a delay in the determination which were 
good, which were bad ; the servants were not 
able to discriminate, but at the end of the 
world it would be unerringly determined, and 
not before. Meanwhile, there is respite, not 
for evil-doers, to say, like Pharaoh, " There is 
respite, I will not obey." But there is respite 
given that they should be encouraged to 
think how ''the Lord is longsuffering to usward, 
not willing that any should perish^ but that all 
should come to repentance!' (2 Peter.) Therefore, 
after all, the whole power of the enemy to 
destroy the sonship, which as believers in 
the Name of Him who hath called us was 
conferred upon us, is still recoverable by 
repentance, from half-dead condition to which 
it may have been weakened. We, wrestling 
therefore, not against flesh and blood, not 
merely with the natural corruption, but against 
principalities and powers, and that confederacy 
of unseen spirits, and haters of man's salva- 
tion ; — we must more justly and cautiously 
estimate the amount of temptation that we 
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are called upon to resist, and know the 
certainty of more or less failure in keeping 
ourselves pure and innocent children of God, 
where the power of our enemy has been for- 
gotten, and greater power that was needful 
has not always been sought and obtained, 
so as to resist successfully. Yet the power 
to become the sons of God (spoken of in 
the text) does not admit of our supposing 
that at all times, in every place, where it 
is possessed, the enemy of the householder 
should succeed in turning Christ's people 
irrecoverably into .his own children ( St. 
Peter was Satan when he savoured not the 
things that were of God, but the things that 
were of men,) ; — or we are not to suppose that 
the younger son in that other parable, who 
deserted his father's house, and sinned against 
all his father's ways, was the universal type 
of a sinner saved, as if the prime of life 
and strength must needs always be given 
up to forgetfulness of that service which was 
undertaken when the title of children of God 
was first obtained. 

A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump, and 
evil leaven, without strong counteracting good. 
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of necessity spreads fast enough. But holy 
example is a leaven for good, which is or- 
dained to assert its power also. Its power is 
communicated and reflected. Parents may com- 
municate it to children, and children reflect it with 
increase and improvement, so that the power 
of Christ's kingdom increases in force and 
influence, so that the principles which the 
enemy had sown while men slept shall be 
understood in their evil tendency and charac- 
ter before they have been adopted. The 
power of every Christian's holy example is com- 
municated to others, who may each reflect 
it again to his or her own aid and recovery 
in time of temptation. The principalities and 
powers act with greater effect by union. And 
we act with greater effect by union against 
them through the power to become the sons 
of God, which our Lord has given to us. 
Such power gave He {^.e. Christ) to become 
the sons of God, even to them that believe 
on His Name, which power should prevail 
to the weakening of the whole power of the 
enemy, resistless as that would be and has 
been found, when it has been too lightly thought 
of, and much too feebly resisted, attacked, and 
nulled down. 
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ACCEPTABLE CHILDHOOD AND 

YOUTH. 



" Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul 
diligently, lest thou forget the things which 
thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from 
thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach 
them thy sons, and thy sons' sons'' — Deut. iv. 9. 



" Take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul 
diligently:" this was the language addressed 
by a leader of a nation, recently taken from 
the hard labour of slaves in Egypt, into an 
earthly inheritance, described to them for its 
then favoured soil and climate, a land flow- 
ing with milk and honey. What must be the 
fitness of the same charge to those who, 
under the banner of a greater Leader than 
Moses, even Jesus Christ, are in their exodus 
to a heavenly inheritance, " Only take heed to 
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thyself, and keep thy soul diligently ? " For 
the utmost that an Israelite knew of the 
state after death, all likewise that those of 
any other nation had preserved of truth about 
a future state of existence, would be found 
faint, hidden, dark, and perplexing, by com- 
parison with the clear revelations of the New 
Testament on that most important subject ; 
and although in the Old Testament Scriptures 
there be found treasures of information about 
a judgment to come, and the different future 
state of the righteous and the wicked, none 
of these scriptures, before the grace of the 
Gospel, could be made to teach Gospel truths 
clearly, or make known the mystery where- 
in it had been before ordained that they 
should be kept secret, as is shown by our 
Lord's fresh discourse of such truths, and 
bringing them more into light than before, 
though still veiled before the multitude in 
parables, when this is described by the Evan- 
gelist as follows : — " I will utter things which 
have been kept secret from the foundation 
of the world." So that portion of the Gospel 
revelation which unfolds the particulars of the 
state after death, the resurrection, general judg- 



Acceptable Childhood and Youth. 173 

ment, rewards and punishments and their 
duration, has clearly made known things that 
were but secret and perplexing, even to dili- 
gent searchers and holy men, who thought 
upon such subjects, and desired to know about 
them, which may be argued from our Lord's 
words to His disciples, at the time when He 
was discoursing upon such subjects — ** But 
blessed are your eyes, for they see ; and your 
ears, for they hear ; for verily I say unto you, 
that many prophets, and righteous men have 
desired to see those things which ye see, and 
have not seen them, and to hear those things 
which ye hear, and have not heard them," — 
Matt. XIII, 16, 17. 

Therefore, Christian people are blessed be- 
yond all who lived before them in the clear 
revelation of those four last things, death and 
judgment^ heaven and hell, which our Lord's 
discourses, and the rest of the New Testament, 
put them in possession of. And they are 
solemnly bound to take heed to themselves, 
and keep their soul diligently lest they forget; 
and every Christian, therefore, has stronger 
evidence of a soul to save, by keeping dili- 
gently, or preserving from loss by the dangers 
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which surround it, than had been before known. 
Every Christian is pressed by a deeper re- 
sponsibility than men of other ages, to mind 
the truths he has received, or take heed lest 
" they depart from thy heart all the days of thy 
life." Nor ought we to weary of continuing in 
such carefulness until our life's end, although it 
shall sometimes appear a harrassing and dis- 
couraging service. It would not, however, appear 
so discouraging if it were always undertaken 
more faithfully, heartily and wholly, than it is. 
It is not found so irksome to any as to 
those who want to give their hearts more 
to other things than it, and who thereby get 
tied and bound with the chain of their sins, 
often experience sharper sorrows, and have 
their mistake brought home to them by con- 
sequences in this world. Every consideration 
of the truest wisdom, therefore, counsels on 
this wise : undertake the service of God faith- 
fully, heartily and wholly at the earliest stage 
of life, that such service may be your greatest 
happiness unto your life's end. With what 
love does God answer the young whenever 
they shall " Remember Him in the days of 
their youth." How certainly will strength to 
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maintain a holy and innocent conduct follow 
efforts resolutely begun with first going forth 
into the world by the young ; and yet, perhaps, 
too many of our young men and young women, 
and our boys and girls, fast growing up, are giv- 
ing way to a feeling of shame at their manner 
and conversation being observed by their com- 
panions, as religious, and so first try to appear 
different, and as a consequence, quickly become 
different, from what they know they are bound 
to be by their Christian covenant, or by their 
baptismal promise and vow, when that they 
have taken upon themselves, as several do, and 
ought to do, from time to time at their confirma- 
tion. But why should young persons have any 
shyness about undertaking heartily the service 
of God ? Why should they disregard the op- 
portunity of blessing every time they are present 
at public worship, and omit to attend to prayers 
wherein their wants of the soul and of the body 
are mentioned to God, and to the Scriptures 
read, and teaching provided, wherein God will 
speak to them, direct them, and help them to 
innocence and happiness ? And why should 
not young persons, after confirmation, take the 
wise resolution of continuing to attend the Lord's 
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Table after they have come once ? What 
greater happiness would they thus ensure to 
themselves, even in the midst of many trying 
circumstances of their earlier life's struggles! 
How much more easy would they find it to be 
prudent and thrifty, denying present foolish 
expenses, and avoiding company . who would 
entice them into idleness or vice ! What a 
comparatively short term of years would it then 
occupy before the young Christian grew into a 
settled servant of God, convinced by experience 
of the advantage of that service, and ready to 
suffer anything rather than deny it ? 

How much better would then be our prospect 
of the continuance of that Christianity, to be to 
children now growing up, and to children yet 
unborn, the fountain of all blessings ? How 
much more effectually would the next portion 
of my text then be obeyed, and how much 
more encouraging would be the prospect of 
the truths of the Gospel, and duties of the 
Gospel being taught to children as time went on. 
For Christian responsibility concerning truths 
and duties is the same as, and yet greater 
than, that of the Israelite, to teach them thy 
sons, and thy sons' sons Can it be supposed 
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for a moment that such responsibility can be 
entirely committed by parents themselves to 
others, to schoolmasters and teachers of day 
schools, or Sunday schools ? Not so : such use- 
ful members of our Christian society have indeed 
a serious responsibility with regard to the 
children and youth committed to them for in- 
struction. But there is always very much 
wanting, and still necessary the Christian direc- 
tion of the parents also, and although much 
is being attempted towards supplying the want 
of home instruction and home influence in the 
Sunday school and other schools, I, for one, 
do not pretend to rest satisfied with no better 
prospect, at some future time, by the blessing 
of' God, upon exertions made now with the 
disadvantage of the best example and influ- 
ence at home being' absent. Therefore, I am 
the more bound to remind parents of this duty 
whereof we are reminded in the text concern- 
ing the maintenance of a religion, viz. the 
Law, which was to cease, of teaching truths 
and duties " to thy sons, and sons* sons," as of 
much more obligation concerning the Gospel 
of the kingdom of Christ which is' to have no 
end. For the Christian religion is never to 

N 
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cease or be superseded by a further revela- 
tion. It IS as living and powerful now as 
ever to renew our corrupt nature to holiness, 
and the love of God, and it always will be 
the same in efficacy to its real disciples. 

This religion of ours is not only for our 
own time; we have received it from our 
forefathers ; it was very flourishing in our coun- 
try more than a thousand years ago, and, thank 
God, it is flourishing at the present time, as 
I think we may estimate it to be; but if 
flourishing, or if only awaking out of sleep, 
or reviving, or reforming by God's special 
gift, (it is not in man) after so many ages, 
all the more ought we, every one of us, to 
contribute our part towards its blessings being 
continued, and its profession heartily maintained 
amongst those that shall come after us : that is, 
we have a duty of teaching to sons, and sons' 
sons, the truths and duties of the Christian 
religion. Every one of us, whether we have 
children of our own or not, have a portion 
resting upon us of the anxious responsibility 
of preserving a posterity faithful in the same 
Christian profession that we have ourselves 
received. But of the times and the seasons, 
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it is not permitted to forecast, whether during 
the lifetime of sons, and sons* sons, there will 
be delay any longer of those fulfilments we 
are taught perpetually to expect, and because 
we expect them, to redeem the time we have, 
from vain conversation to holy and heavenly 
wisdom. There is an evident providence in 
the position of this country, for the same 
Gospel which has survived so many ages, and 
is still occupying so much of our attention, 
requiring so much of our compliance, to be 
made known to numerous distant peoples. And 
within a more recent date, there have been signs 
of a providence in the position of our Christianity 
and its apparent renewed vigour, for the re- 
vival of the chief truths of the Gospel, and 
reforming of errors that had crept in amongst 
the other European nations. Earnest lovers 
of the truth in those countries have had their 
attention directed to our progress in the religion 
of Christy and it is very well that they have 
rather from favourable report of us, rejoiced at 
the encouragement, than that they should have 
found upon closer inspection how much we 
come behind what we ought to be. 

"Signs of the times," no doubt there are, 

N 2 



i8o Acceptable Childhood and Youth. 

which should be discerned by the Christian ser- 
vants who wait for their Lord, who, not know- 
ing at what hour He will come, are very anxious, 
to keep their lights burning, are very much on 
their guard, lest some later progress of His 
(Christ's) Gospel in turning men and nations 
everywhere unto righteousness, for which His 
soul may long, as arrears of those fruits of all 
His sufferings and love, which ought to be 
ripening, lest these later victories of His Cross 
should be hindered and not furthered, owing 
to faithlessness in any of His servants. But 
also, if our holy religion be flourishing, there is 
this danger, viz. that riches and pleasures of 
this life flourish also without any just proportion 
being cast into the Gospel treasury to sanctify 
this world's good, and make all things clean 
unto those who have received so great abun- 
dance. 

That all classes amongst us have become 
powerfully influenced to virtue, and what is 
good, through our Christianity, I desire not 
to hint a doubt. But it does not become us 
to indulge in the hope that without such good 
influence growing still greater and stronger, 
past prosperity can long continue. Neverthe- 
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less, we need not be too much concerned, or take 
over much thought for the morrow, whether 
such should be the case or not ; and there is 
much to encourage us all that, by faithful 
attention to those responsibilities which I 
have brought to your notice, then good 
times will be sent for sons, and sons' sons ; 
for notwithstanding much of the trial allotted 
to every follower of Christ is expressed in 
the phrase, taking up thy crosSy and for many 
there is no reversal of afflictions until death, 
this saying will not miss fulfilment, " Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness, and all these things shall be added unto 
you." But our case is rather that all these 
have been addedy and a danger thereby has 
been risked by every one who enjoys such 
evidence of God's goodness, " Lest thou for- 
get the things which thine eyes have seen, 
and lest they depart from thy heart all thy 
life," and do not accept the responsibility of 
"teaching them to thy sons, and thy sons' 
sons/' 
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ANOTHER YEAR PAST. 



^^For we have not followed cunningly devised 
fables^ when we made known unto you the 
power and coming of our Lord yesus Christy 
but were eye-witnesses of His majesty.'' — 
II. Peter i. i6. 



The first Sunday in a new year is apt to 
give a turn to our pulpit ministrations, and I trust 
with profit The year which is now numbered 
with years that are past, then, I may observe, 
has been marked in our parish by several 
deaths, whose joint impression can hardly fail 
to have been felt as a more than common 
warning of the uncertainty of our present con- 
dition. When several, . who had been for so 
long time acknowledged principal actors in the 
little daily round of a country parish like ours, 
have during the past year been taken off, and 
some of them more or less suddenly, without 
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their end being at all expected to be near, 
we cannot but confess that our attention has 
been directed with unusual power to the con- 
sideration of what death is to us all. And 
those who had previously for so long time 
known the parish with the deceased as neigh- 
bours, amongst those they most often saw and 
conversed with, will be aware of a very percep- 
tible change in the world as it was wont to be 
known to them ; or so much change is caused 
by these visitations during the past year, as to 
make it less possible to disregard the liability 
to change in all our surroundings, in all our cir- 
cumstances, or to forget the uncertainty of all 
other things besides death, and what is to 
come after that event. Happy, then, if, to our 
souls' profit, in this manner, many of us, other- 
wise little thoughtful on the matter, should be 
more effectually reminded of the serious impor- 
tance of what there is to come after death ; 
and yet without the necessity being produced of 
living always in anxious fear concerning our 
death. And perhaps, the past year has also 
afforded us instruction upon this point, where- 
as several, (who had excited much alarm as 
having in appearance been visited by sick- 
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ness that was sickness unto death, and who, 
perhaps themselves, felt that their life hung by 
a thread,) did nevertheless recover, were spared 
to live longer, and became well and strong 
again. There is, therefore, by our experience 
of the past year, a lesson left to all those who 
are yet well and strong or able in any respect to 
this effect, viz. that if health or strength, or 
ability of any kind can be employed in one way 
so as to make a difference for the better in what 
is to come after death, whoever was truly wise 
would so employ them ; and for our being more 
fully persuaded to such wisdom, and for our 
earnest adoption thereof as the holy and hea- 
venly wisdom which is to every one of us before 
all things necessary, I would now, with depen- 
dence upon the Divine grace, proceed to the 
consideration of the text, and that portion of the 
second Epistle of St Peter, in which it is found. 
St Peter claims attention to his previous dis- 
course, (about faith and diligent care in all points 
besides, about his own death he knew to be 
near, and about his zealous exhortation for 
his hearers, after his death should have oc- 
curred,) for this reason, " We have not followed 
cunningly devised fables;" the Apostle meant 
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that he had not so done in communicating to 
his Christian brethren the account of the trans- 
figuration of our Lord. He brings this astonish- 
ing proof of the worthiness of Jesus Christ of all 
dependence for salvation to the readers' notice, 
as a proof whereof, he and those who saw it 
with hinl, were eye-witnesses ; he refers to 
the " voice which came from heaven," which he 
and his companions had then heard " from the 
excellent glory," uttering the foundation truth 
of our religion, or, " This is my beloved Son in 
whom I am well pleased." I say the founda- 
tion truth, so interpreting our Lord's own teach- 
ing after St. Peter had affirmed it in his answer 
to the questions He had put, " Whom do men 
say that I the Son of man am ?" And next to 
His disciples, " But whom say ye that I am ? " 
Matthew xvii. 

Men had at the time reached no further than 
to reckon Jesus to be John the Baptist, or Elias, 
or Jeremias or one of the prophets, or that the 
soul of one of those had come into Him ac- 
cording to the views that had been adopted by 
the Pharisees of certain heathen philosophers, 
upon what became of souls after death. You 
will perhaps remember St. Peter's answer, 
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" Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God." This answer, our Lord immediately drew 
further attention to, as an all important revela- 
tion from God the Father, and, as I observed, 
taught therefrom, how it was a foundation truth 
of our religion. His words were, " upon this 
rock I will build my church," signifying (as I 
observed) a foundation truth or rock in the 
belief that He was the Son of God. That 
conversation appears to have taken place six 
days before St Peter with St James and St 
John were chosen by our Lord to accompany 
Him up into an high mountain, it would seem, 
for the especial purpose of receiving the strong- 
est confirmation of the same truth by the voice 
which was then heard, and the glory which 
was then seen, as well as for the purpose of 
some other teaching (to which I intend to return 
presently) most acceptable for encouragement 
of believers in all time in their earthly pilgrim- 
age. The truth of chief importance, then, of 
that scene's confirmation, viz. that our Jesus was 
the beloved Son of God, was thenceforth to be 
cherished and kept whole and undefiled by 
Christians as necessary to salvation, for on it 
depended the efficacy of the atonement made 
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on^the cross, and with it was Jesus' own, and 
His followers' resurrection involved. Again, 
with it all that teaching begun by Jesus' own 
personal ministry, continued by that which 
was deputed by Him to His apostles, and 
afterwards handed on by them to the per- 
manent ministry of the church, claims attention 
of its hearers as the teaching of Him who is 
THE Way, the Truth, and the Life, in re- 
spect to the salvation and redemption of a lost 
world. Well then, brethren, let us rank amongst 
such teaching, with claims to be heard and 
obeyed by us all, the teaching of this Epistle 
of St. Peter that goes just before the text. To 
proceed in this manner, firstly, therein St. Peter 
has magnified that faith, which would be in 
every one of us unless our Christianity were 
a false pretence and nothing to do with convic- 
tion of any truth whatever; in that St. Peter 
speaks of it as precious faith. Then in those 
who have it there would be a principle of 
greatest value to beings in so uncertain a 
tenure of their present condition, owing to that 
common event, their death. In the same in- 
troduction to this Epistle, St. Peter speaks of 
the things whereon faith leans, viz. the gift of 
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exceeding great and precious promises^ and in 
the same breath speaks of a participation of 
the Divine nature, and (as intimately linked 
with that change, even now to be evident in 
disciples of Christ,) speaks also of escaipe /ram 
the corruption that is in the world through 
lust. But who can be indifferent to the danger 
from which escape is here spoken of as sur- 
rounding the Christian from his first admission 
to that title ? Who can feel it safe to trust the 
world around, Christian though it be called, as 
purified from the corruption it ever had ? Who 
can assume that lust, the rooty does not too 
generally beget in thousands of Christian 
hearts the danger referred to ? But lust 
here in a general sense includes manifold 
desires (not merely one corrupt inclination) of 
danger, to the disciples of Christ, and as 
St Paul said, " They that will be rich fall 
into temptation and a snare, and into many 
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 
destruction and perdition. For the love of 
money is the root of all evil, which, while 
some have coveted after, they have erred from 
the faith, and pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows." Bearing which language in 
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mind, I should perhaps be not far wrong in 
applying St. Peter's reference to an escape 
necessary to Christians from a corruption that 
is in the world through love of money. For 
although Christians may look for increase of 
this world's good as an end of honest exer- 
tion made in dependence upon the will of God, 
it must not be forgotten that they are become 
proselytes to principles which have other things 
than increase of riches for their end. Yet 
as it was foretold, that kings should be nursing 
fathers, and queens nursing mothers to the 
church of Christ, and the forces (or wealth) 
of the Gentiles should come to the same, 
(Isa. LX.) and in various language implying 
application of the powers and resources of 
nations to the requirements of the Gospel, 
it ought to be all the more a duty of Chris- 
tians to make timely and prudent exertions 
for a certain increase of worldly things, that 
so, whether they themselves become wealthy 
or no, they may contribute to that wealth, for 
whose application to the highest ends they 
may leave God to find stewards. For unless 
increased property be in the hands of those 
who are faithful stewards of it, as that preci- 
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ous faith, whereof St. Peter spoke, will con- 
vince, it is preferable to be poor with the 
heart of that poor widow, who cast into the 
treasury two mites, and so cast in more than 
those rich whom Christ observed to cast in 
much. 

Still the spread of poverty is no necessary 
fruit of a Gospel declaring the love of money 
to be so mischievous, and I might, perad- 
venture, easily point to a country where both 
these evils existed together, as they might 
far too much in our own. Therefore, we 
ought to make due inquiry into the principles 
of the Gospel before we complain of them 
as making poor, or doubt that their being 
better obeyed is the only way wherein the 
evil of poverty and want can be expected to be 
overcome or reduced; and that saying of St 
Peter, at the beginning of this Epistle, may be 
relied on, viz. that God has of His Divine 
power given to us all things that pertain unto 
life and godliness. Well then, brethren, I may, 
with the more confidence, employ St. Peters 
exhortation to you, as for your good in every 
way, that having obtained precious faith, you 
should be giving all diligence, and "add to 
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your faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, 
and to knowledge temperance, and to temper- 
ance patience, and to patience godliness, and to 
godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly 
kindness charity." Thus let us be zealous of 
those pure graces which adorn the Christian 
character, and show our faith to be a reality. 
Thus let us exercise each grace, until out of 
it God make another to spring, and be as 
choice of, and careful to improve each fresh 
addition, that so we may not draw back any 
more; but that, on the contrary, we may feel 
ourselves being built up holy temples after the 
pattern of our Lord, unto the measure and 
stature and the fulness of Christ. And how- 
ever distasteful such diligence may be to many 
people's ears, be assured there is no safety 
without it. We cannot otherwise well provide 
for the dangers and miseries in this world to 
be lessened or overcome, much less can we 
easily remove the danger of what is to come 
after that event common to all, death. Other- 
vrise a man lacking these things, (as St. Peter 
says) "is blind and cannot see afar off, and 
hath forgotten that he was purged from his old 
sins ;" which language seems to * involve such a 
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man in the offence of wilful disregard of things 
unseen, as for instance of these of chief moment, 
viz. the resurrection of "some to everlasting 
life, and of some to everlasting shame and 
contempt," neglecting serious thought of which 
would be not to see afar off. And also, these 
words of St.* Peter would seem to involve 
such a man in another offence, viz. of contemptu- 
ous ingratitude to God, for calling him to 
a state of salvation. Or are these unseen and 
far off things, and our salvation, after our 
passage through them all, to be regarded by 
any of us as cunningly devised fables ? If 
not, then the work of our repentance is appal- 
ling the more we have put it off, and the time 
is short for repairing past negligences and 
ignorances, for earnestly imploring of God the 
grace of His Holy Spirit, according to His 
holy Word. 

Now, once more, concerning the teaching 
of that scene in the mount, to which St Peter 
refers in the text, to prove that those things 
were not falsehoods or inventions of men, 
whereof the Gospel taught, and its ministers 
exhorted their fellow men. In that scene, let 
me remind you there appeared Jesus Christ 
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in the glory, we presume, wherein He will 
appear when He shall come again to judge 
the world, and it was then also declared by 
the voice who He was, the beloved Son of God. 
In that "scene also, we must presume, there 
was given proof and evidence of another 
thing, viz. the participation with Christ in His 
future kingdom by His saints of the glory 
wherein He Himself will appear; and the 
appearance of Moses and Elias with our Lord 
in glory on that occasion, we presume, was 
with intention of our instruction as to this truth ; 
for, finding their appearance so wonderfully to 
coincide with St. John's language, viz. that when 
He shall appear we shall be like Him, and with 
St. Paul's concerning this mortal putting on 
immortality, and our being all changed in a mo- 
ment at the last trump, and with putting off 
our earthly, and becoming clothed with our 
heavenly tabernacle; — then St. Peter and his 
two brother apostles were made eye-witnesses, 
vs^e presume, of what that future state of 
glory, honour, and immortality will be, which we 
are taught to look for in the world to come. 
They were unable to bear the terror of the 
sight to mortal ken, and we, also, can little ac- 

o 
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commodate our ideas to so marvellous a change. 
Yet does not our very shrinking from the awful 
majesty of Christ, and dazzling light of those 
who were seen on that occasion with Him, all 
the more condemn our being content to love 
the world, and the things that are in the world, 
so grievously marred and spoiled as pure enjoy- 
ment of things in this world has been by all 
manner of abuse and ungodly application ? 
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NOBLER CANDIDATES FOR THE 

MINISTRY. 



" Now there were in the Church that was 
at Anttoch certain prophets aud teachers ; as 
Barnabas^ and Simeon thai was called Niger^ 
and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which 
had been brought up with Herod the Tetrarch^ 
and Saul As they ministered to the Lordy 
and fastedy the Holy Ghost saidy Separate me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto 
I have called them. And when they had 
fasted and prayedy and laid their hands on 
themy they sent them away!' — Actsxiii, i, 2, 3. 



The foregoing, though a passage of some length, 
will, perhaps, be more convenient for speaking 
upon the subject I had wished, by delivering it 
as my text, than by only making the 3rd verse 
my text, wherein the apostle Paul is mentioned 

o 2 
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as receiving the appointment that constituted 
his authority to preach and act, in all that 
after course which he thenceforward followed 
with such zeal, and finished with such a feeling 
of holy and firm assurance of his victory near, 
and his crown laid up, as expressed by him in 
his latest Epistle, written from the prison at 
Rome, whence he was very soon after going 
forth to be unjustly put to death. 

The first verse of this chapter, then, avails 
us for a conception of that early church in the 
city of Antioch, offshoot of the central and first 
of all churches that ever named the name of 
Jesus, viz. at Jerusalem. At Antioch it was 
the transaction occurred, I am drawing your at- 
tention to this morning: at Antioch, a city hither- 
to not long before the capital of a heathen 
empire, where had been the throne occupied by 
a succession of heathen sovereigns, with scarce 
one remarkable for good qualities that had 
sometimes, though too rarely, been found in 
heathen rulers or with one to be an excep- 
tion to the more common vicious and corrupt 
pattern that moral darkness had spread. At 
Antioch, a church now was planted, where, 
while much of the culture, and many of the 
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arts and refinements that had been introduced 
by the Greeks were preserved, other higher 
qualities of the Greeks of past earlier days 
had decayed, and only chiefly Grecian cor- 
rupt and vicious manners and customs re- 
mained as the legacy from that people, that was 
prized and valued. The sturdy Romans had 
now come injto power here, as in all the princi- 
pal seats of empire of former ages ; but though 
conquerors of the decayed Greeks, the Romans 
also had begun to be conquered by Grecian 
vice and luxury, as the Greeks once had by 
Persian. 

The Gospel now, therefore, came in at a 
time of vice and luxury having gained a head 
in the most famous of heathen or Gentile 
cities ; and so the Gospel came in after the upper 
ranks of Greek, or Roman, or other heathen 
stock, had contracted habits and manners hard 
indeed to be changed for the better, too hard, 
at present, for the Gospel sound to alarm ; and 
agreed with our Lord's observation ^'How hardly 
shall they that have riches enter into the king- 
dom of heaven p and the same habits and 
manners, no doubt, had their effect in produ- 
cing that impenitence amongst the upper classes 
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of the Jews (and made them also fulfil our 
Lord's saying about riches) who had for several 
more recent generations too much imitated those 
heathen habits and manners, who had too much 
delighted in paying court to the prosperous 
heathens ; affected consequence by so doing, by 
flattering their errors to seek favour from their 
great men ; and yet, after having ^ lost all real 
love or zeal for God, or value for the peculiar 
privileges of Israelites or people of God, not- 
withstanding, when our Saviour rebuked their 
living, they boasted clamorously concerning 
such privileges. It was not therefore, where, 
judging by appearances, the ground was at all 
favourable to sowing the Word, that it had been 
sown, (as the foundation of an early church 
there testifies) at Antioch. Just as, perhaps, 
our Lord Jesus Christ Himself had chosen 
Galilee, where were located the profligate cities 
of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum as the 
principal sphere of His own ministry, and did 
His unexampled mighty works there, which 
were not followed by the result of any perma- 
nent flourishing community there, professing 
His name, down to even these later times, as 
-some might have supposed ; neither has the 
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church of Antioch borne the impairment of 
ages upon '^ first love^ It was there the 
disciples of Christ were first called Christian, 
(now a tide of honour to convey the sense of 
nearness to Christ) then probably intended as 
a term of reproach and disparagement, when 
to confess Christ, required people not to be 
ashamed of being much despised by general 
opinion, and exposed to much danger of ill 
usage, loss, and persecution. Indeed, persecu- 
tion, (that about Stephen,) had brought the 
Gospel to Antioch. It was there that the 
scattered disciples spoke of it, first to Jews, 
and (after the remarkable first Gentile con- 
version of Cornelius) to the Grecians, "preach- 
ing the Lord Jesus. And (we read) the hand 
of the Lord was with them ; and a great 
number believed, and turned unto the Lord," 
(Acts xi, 20 21.) Next, Barnabas was sent 
down to Antioch, who was that "good man 
full of the Holy Ghost," amongst the early 
believers of the upper classes. And Barnabas 
(who had had property in a part of the 
world near that his zeal had led him to 
part with for the church's good,) had been to 
Tarsus to seek Saul, because, very lilcdy 
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they had been men formerly of the same 
social grade, and possibly well-known to each 
other; and now these two men were about 
to be specially taken out from the limited 
sphere of office, in the rising church they 
had either of them hitherto occupied, and 
appointed to the first more extended, and 
directly missionary sphere, of carrying out 
our Saviour's command, "Go teach all na- 
tions." 

But I would here take a glance with you at 
the list of those certain prophets and teachers 
at Antioch, because it seems possible to dis- 
cern evidence from the little that is said of 
them, how that very soon not a few men of 
the upper and highly educated classes sought 
for and •were admitted into the ministry of the 
church ; for besides Barnabas and Saul (known 
to us commonly as Paul) upon whose social 
grade something has been said, there was 
Manaen, who had been brought up with Herod 
the Tetrarch, amongst those prophets and 
teachers at Antioch ; but how could he have 
been brought up, or nourished up, or trained up 
and educated in companionship in his youth 
with Herod, who was a prince of highest rank, 
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if he, Manaen, had not been a man of good 
birth and parentage himself ? There is also 
Lucius of Cyrene, as if a man of well-known 
position and consequence at Cyrene, which 
being a long journey off (600 or 700 miles 
by sea) for those times, from Antioch, sug- 
gests another of the upper classes, and there- 
fore, it is not to be supposed that our Lord's 
own appearance as the child of humble parents, 
and His choice of several, (not all, that can be 
clearly shown) of His twelve Apostles, from 
those who had followed the trade of fishermen, 
or other humble occupations, that therefore it is 
at all an advantage to have Christian teachers 
or ministers, either of very humble rank, or of 
inferior education ; but rather the contrary is 
shown from the few notices in the New Testa- 
ment of the men, besides the twelve Apostles, 
who took any conspicuous part in the spiritual 
work of the church. And it would be the most 
proper conclusion, that, as the kingdom of 
Christ, i.e., the spiritual dominion of the truths 
laid down in the Gospel, was to be ever having 
increase, .and was to " break in pieces and con- 
sume the other great kingdoms of the world " 
(Dan. II, 44,) so in several men of good birth 
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and rank being, immediately after the twelve 
Apostles, joined to the church, and occupied in 
her most important spiritual work, there was a 
token observable of the upper classes and rulers, 
and kings being required in due time to embrace 
the Gospel, and afford it that honour, name, and 
authority, which the people look for from its 
acceptance and obedience by all orders and 
degrees, until it directs kingdoms, and gives to 
laws its sanction by their taking only the Gospel 
pattern. It will now be time that we considered 
the remaining verses of the passage I had cho- 
sen for a text. " As they ministered to the 
Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said. Separate 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto 
I have called them." Here is described anodier 
manifestation of that Holy Ghost the Com- 
forter, who, according to His word, Christ had 
sent on that memorable Pentecost, to descend 
and rest upon the twelve Apostles, in the like- 
ness of "cloven tongues as of fire." On that 
occasion the Holy Ghost designated the Chris- 
tian ministry in these twelve, i.e., the eleven and 
another, Matthias, put in the place from which 
Judas by transgression fell, whom they had 
also with prayer, for direction of their lots, used 
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the best of their judgment to obtain, and which 
honest exercise of their discretion the sign of 
the cloven tongues confirmed as an act of men 
possessing the authority and commission of 
Christ, even when miracles were not manifested. 
And so Hkewise, after the Apostles were dead, 
the authority and commission to ordain and 
commission the ministers of the church must 
be considered to have been as really possessed 
by the bishops whom they left in charge as 
by themselves. Also, then, there is described 
in the text, a once-for-all manifestation of the 
Holy Ghost, as it were, to leave no more 
question or doubt that He has come, as Christ 
promised, to guide the church, to choose the 
church's ministers, even by confirming the choice 
of those ordained and sent by the chief minis- 
ters of the church unto the end. The Holy 
Ghost said, (we read) and His words are given, 
" Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
whereunto I have called them." The Holy 
Ghost in this instance declared to the represen- 
tatives of the Christian ministry, at Antioch, 
two men as called by Himself to a new and 
important work ; but He commanded them to 
"separate them for it." This command, we 
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conceive, they obeyed by the ordinance of 
laying on of hands, ever since retained in 
the church, when men are to be constituted 
lawful ministers of the church. And who has 
the right to question that those are to be re- 
garded lawfully^ called and sent, whom the 
bishops ordain to be ministers by laying on 
their hands ? 

The Holy Ghost does not indeed, by speak- 
ing, as in this case, nominate the candidates for 
holy orders, neither did He speak in the case of 
Matthias whom the eleven substituted to fill 
Judas' place at the time ; but the attentive 
reader of the second chapter of the Acts will 
find Peter standing up with the eleven, making 
twelve with Peter, and so Matthias must have 
been one, presumably, of those upon whom 
the Holy Ghost descended in the likeness of 
"cloven tongues as of fire," when they, according 
to Christ's command, were waiting for the Holy 
Ghost to come upon them, that they first, and 
all that should be added to the same ministry or 
Christian priesthood, should obtain that com- 
mission (Acts I, 8.) to be " witnesses unto Christ 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judsea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the 
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earth." Although, however, our Lord said they 
should be witnesses, He did not limit His mean- 
ing to them personally. The twelve Apostles in 
their own persons never preached the Gospel to 
the ends of the earth : that part of their com- 
mission is even yet unfinished, and there must 
be men whose work of preaching now is the 
Apostles' work and commission as truly as if 
they did it in their own persons. There was a 
very ancient tradition, that the twelve were to 
remain by our Saviour's express command for 
twelve years at Jerusalem. There is much pro- 
bability that their lives did not suffice for taking 
conspicuous part in carrying the Gospel further 
than their own country and its neighbourhood. 
And the text describes the Holy Ghost's inter- 
posing to designate other men who, perhaps, 
were better qualified for going further a-field 
with the Gospel message — " Separate me Bar- 
nabas and Saul," of which two men, one was to 
be a chosen vessel, a more illustrious instrument 
in the work of witnessing Christ to the ends of 
the earth, and that was Saul, afterwards called 
Paul, for St. Paul is the most enterprising mes- 
senger of the Gospel of any spoken of in 
the New Testament. How many churches in 
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the most important places of the world he 
founded, from which the knowledge of Christ 
chiefly made those after-growths until the prin- 
cipal kingdoms of Europe became converted. 
How large a portion of the New Testament is 
taken up with his Epistles, and how great the 
light thrown upon the mysteries of our Redemp- 
tion by those Epistles! It is not certain St. 
Paul ever visited our Islands, but it is highly 
probable that, owing to his labours, the Gospel 
reached them the sooner, and his doctrine was 
communicated very early in this land. 

It is interesting that one of the earliest bishops 
of the church of our Saxon ancestors was a 
countryman of St Paul, and an eminent and 
active bishop he was, viz. Theodorus of Tarsus, 
who probably coming from Cilicia, where St. 
Paul had laboured zealously, contributed to im- 
part some valuable character to our Christianity, 
that was a savour of blessing coming down from 
the Apostle to the Gentiles, to the forefathers of 
the Church, which still, thanks be to God, retains 
a position of great importance for imparting the 
purest sample of the Gospel to many not of our 
country. Let us, therefore, still remember with 
thankfulness the conversion of St' Paul ; let us 
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ponder the designation of him for his great 
work by the Holy Ghost ; let us rest assured 
also, that with whatever of that work of bear- 
ing witness of Christ there remains yet undone, 
the churches of the present time are entrusted ; 
that the Holy Ghost is still guiding the whole 
church, and as through His gifts we have life 
and strength left, so He will not fail to call by 
special gift more instruments of making known 
the way of salvation further. If, like the church 
of Antioch, the church, both ministers and 
people, are alive and awake, exercising them- 
selves in those means of grace that they possess 
which are provided for their u§e ; if, as they at 
Antioch fasted, we also deny ungodliness and 
worldly lust, and continue our prayers with faith 
concerning the one great purpose of a church, 
viz. the extension of the knowledge we have 
received to others, then continuing no more 
negligent of our bounden duty concerning that 
one paramount purpose, we may be permitted to 
enjoy that Divine peace which the world cannot 
give, but which our holy religion ought to 
ensure us. 
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DIFFERING GIFTS. 



''Let love be without dissimulation^ — Rom. 

XII, 9. .■ 

Before going further, I would state this thought 
has occurred to me, viz. that I might leave it to 
their own consciences to convince the greater 
number of Christians that nothing is more 
wonderfully borne out by experience to be true 
than St. Paul's remark, wherewith this Epistle 
(of the 2nd Sunday after Epiphany) begins, to 
the effect of our having gifts differing according 
to the grace that is given to us. For their 
consciences, whenever attended to, and not im- 
patiently resisted or evaded, must show (in 
different persons,) a difference in gifts, such as 
are here the subject, viz. those gifts of improve- 
ment unto perfection, (of their own selves, and 
of their brethren and sisters,) in the faith of 
Christ, and in the character of saints. I trust, 
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then, that it is not out of place, at starting, to urge 
upon my hearers this reflection, viz. that gifts 
such as are here the subject, might have differed, 
so that some were greater and others less gifts, 
(when the reference was to those extraordinary 
gifts whereby the Holy Ghost's presence was 
made evident during the earlier years of the 
Christian church's coming into existence) ; that 
these might have so differed because of care- 
lessness about so high fauour from above ; and 
also, that it would be true that as to ordinary 
gifts, for Christians' own and others' edification 
and perfection in holiness, some are greater 
which are improved and good for much in some, 
and some are less and good for nothing, like salt 
without savour, in others, because of carelessness 
concerning good and profitable talents, which 
were supplied, but left hidden, unheeded, neg- 
lected or wasted. And yet, perhaps, we all feel 
this to be true also, that while there is life 
there is hope, or that while everlasting mercy 
continue the gift of any more space, to better 
employ any gift whatever, that then there is 
possible a hearing, by obedience to which escape 
from perishing with the evil world, and entrance 
shall yet be administered into the everlasting 
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kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. I said this 
was possible, whereby I do not mean easy or 
short of trouble, which it would be to a great 
many. For a great many would go away sorrow- 
ful and offended altogether at the terms, and 
yet the terms should not include any great gigan- 
tic thing to be achieved, as by a power, and a 
courage, and an understanding that but one in 
ten thousand would be expected to have been 
ever endued with ! For how can careless pro- 
fessors of the Gospel, or hearers all their 
previous lives, " sown among tares," or with 
hearts dispirited, and energy palsied by the 
after -consequences, together with after- reflec- 
tions upon so many foolish desires disappointed ; 
— ^how can such, on a sudden, begin to wear the 
whole armour of a champion, or wield the 
sword of the Christian warrior against strong- 
holds ? If, however, after awakening thoroughly 
to a conviction that much fruit that might 
have been yielded cannot now be thought 
of, owing to past inaction, if persons are at 
length brought to be sincere in their concern 
for their souls, if they should at length value 
whatever space God still permit them, then 
there is still hope of salvation, and of some fruit, 
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though less than might have been, enough to 
convince them that Jesus Christ came to save 
sinners ; or perchance, soon after their first steps 
in holiness, an unusual sense of inward peace, 
quite enough to satisfy every true penitent that 
there is joy over him in another place, joyless 
as compared with many here he may yet often 
have to feel in his difficult struggle into some- 
thing more than hitherto like the service of Christ. 
In fact, as I have perhaps been understood to re- 
mark before, as life advances towards later stages 
after having been all along conducted too much 
upon other plans than the highest wisdom would 
have directed it, a Christianas capability narrows 
more and more to nothing else than a rescue 
from the lot of the condemned at the last day,. 
and that the chief business more and more 
becomes cutting off and casting from the road 
several pursuits that can no more be turned to 
profit — for instance, several pleasures that the 
time left is too precious to be spent on, not to 
say all those indulgences, which had been 
abused by intemperance to the soul's continual 
ruin, and that thus must be realized in an im- 
portant sense our blessed Lord's reasoning, 
how it is " Better for thee (whoever thou art) 

p 2 
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to enter into life halt or maimed than, having 
two eyes, two feet, two hands, that thy whole 
body should be cast into hell." 

These sayings seem forcible illustration of 
the madness of trifling a day longer with our 
immortal souls, as also these, not ill-matched 
with those last quoted — "For what shall it 
profit a man if he gain the whole world and 
lose his own soul, or what shall a man give in 
exchange for his soul." Consistent, therefore, 
with their many past shortcomings, and experi- 
ence of the deceitfulness of sin, which have 
tended to render the generality of Christians, 
after all, but a people of dwarfs, as to that 
measure and stature of Christ which might other- 
wise have been possible. Consistent with such 
being the state of things will be my endeavour 
to secure your attention to-day, upon one princi- 
ple, to penetrate your whole conduct, as enun- 
ciated in the precept of my text, " Let love 
be without dissimulation." It will be well first 
to bear in mind, brethren, that love is a work- 
ing principle, or one that can only have existence 
where there is work to show for it, which work 
all work is that is undertaken because it was 
our duty to do it, in obedience to the whole 
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teaching of our Saviour Christ, or in obedience 
to whatsoever those Scriptures (or the Bible) 
tell us, which received our Saviour Christ's 
authority; for (as He said) "Whosoever heareth 
these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will 
liken him unto a wise man," (Matt, vii, 24.) 
You will, perhaps, know the rest, and consent 
to our Lord's meaning to a man wise unto 
salvation; and you will not need me to quote 
now the whole passage, about " Every one 
that heareth the sayings of Christ and doeth 
them not," and to whom he likened that one, 
viz. to a foolish man, nor how the foolish man 
in Holy Scripture is an infidel, nor how these 
two opposite characters severally built their 
house, nor to remind you of that Nabal 
or fool of the Gospel to whom God said. 
Thou fooly this night shall thy soul be required 
of thee. Love, then, embodies that vital prin- 
ciple whereon each one who is wise unto 
salvation builds his or her spiritual house, and 
lays up for eternity* Therefore, brethren, it 
follows, that no person who is influenced chiefly 
by the desire of only seeming to be an excellent 
Christian, without any difference from those who 
perpetually strive and struggle to perfect holi- 
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ness, can as yet be at all wise unto salvation ; 
and alas, probably there is nobody who can 
calculate the length of time for which this put- 
ting on of appearance may serve to pacify so 
great numbers of Christians, that all is well, 
or perhaps, nobody, unhappily, is able to say, 
(except the actors of the disguise themselves,) 
it is sOj it's too much of it sham; and even if 
any person become weary of shams, there arises 
a difficulty, whether he or she can with profit 
take another into confidence, to disclose how 
much sham there is. For where is there always 
to be found, (or what caution there must be 
in the choice it requires to fix upon) the right 
human friend, brother or sister, in the same 
world, of the same flesh and blood, to whom 
the free disclosure of our whole weakness, little- 
ness of soul, and corruption, would not end in 
both parting from the interview worse resolved 
upon turning from inherent faults or besetting 
sins than before ? Rather, therefore, take only 
one friend into confidence, viz. God. Evil com- 
munications are apt to be interchanged instead of 
good, and these corrupt good manners ; there- 
fore, although it be a product of the heart 
deceitful above all things y to persist in out- 
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ward seeming to be godly, without enough 
meaning and concern at the difference from 
saints we enact, yet we are bound to avoid the 
appearance of evil, and to a certain point we 
are right to put on the appearance of good. 
Well, then, perhaps to some extent we should 
set an example (beyond what we know our- 
selves to keep) when there are not witnesses, 
but only God, who seeth the inmost thoughts ; 
and we are right that we should dread the 
aggravation of our faults by making our brother 
to offend more ; and well it may be, that we 
should a good way force our own inclination and 
begin the form of godliness as an aid to influ- 
ence and reality, which, after all, comes from 
God, who cannot be expected to give it unless 
we come for it. Therefore, I don't feel justified 
in my application of this charge to every anxious 
striver after being religious, who, for instance, 
is conscious of deadness and distaste of the 
services and teaching he thinks it his duty to 
attend at church. For the love of many shall 
wax cold because of iniquity abounding, so that 
the real and serious thought of death, judgment, 
heaven and hell, may be certainly influencing a 
man's motives both in attending church, and in 
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his character out of church, although he some- 
times puts on devotion beyond a sense of its 
power ; or there may be, perhaps, degrees of 
love without dissimulation, as well as great dis- 
simulation without love. ** Let love be without 
dissimulation," then, I should interpret, be not 
hypocrites^ do not assume to be enacters of the 
difficult character of a servant and soldier of 
Christ, at less cost or pains than whereat such 
character can be only distantly approached. You 
do one part of a Christian's profession to all 
appearance : a good deal like it ought to be done. 
But where are all the other parts ? Where is 
the true confession from the heart that this won't 
do : we have indeed followed too much frivo- 
lous, idle and even dishonest and sinful courses ? 
Where is the inquiry whether we mean to for- 
sake these ? What steps do we mean to take 
with the seriousness and haste, as though our 
house were on fire, or the delight of our eyes 
being taken from us by some great peril ? 
What steps do we mean to take to have done 
with every sinful tie which holds us fast bound 
to a perishing world ? Again, Let love be with- 
out dissimulation : let us not be hypocrites, for 
although the inducements to please the world 
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are strong in proportion to the growing confi- 
dence that what the world in general thinks 
good can be no harm, all this busy world we 
see, will (we learn from Holy Scripture) come 
suddenly to its end, and will it or will it not be 
found nothing else but a saved world ? 

Holy Scripture warns us of another issue, 
notwithstanding, " God so loved the world that 
He sent His Son." God has unspeakable reluc- 
tance to allow His whole displeasure to arise and 
annihilate the impenitent that resist His light, 
and despise His goodness. Don't, however, say 
God is silent, and by silence gives consent to a 
debased, dwarfed and hypocritical service ! For 
He does not keep silence, from calling all men 
everywhere to repent (now as in St. Paul's time) 
we must see by how much is heard and read of 
what He doth require ! One would rather think 
that this was being done now, according to that 
figure in the visions of St. John, of the latter 
times, of an angel speeding forth, having the 
everlasting Gospel, or that one last message (as 
to Lot before the fire fell on the cities,) was in 
rapid progress of completion, ere all the infatu- 
ated and wilful triflers with their souls must 
be overtaken in their impenitence by the resur- 
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rection, when all the wicked that had ever 
lived would be summoned from the graves, to 
enter with them that were found alive still on 
the side of disobedience — not to enter into joy — 
but some into everlasting shame and contempt, 
which God defend all of us from. 

Our Lord, in his teaching, has mentioned a 
portion with the hypocrites, as if than that re- 
served for aggravated hypocrisy there was m 
severer condemnation; and therefore it is the 
more necessary that we should espouse the 
cause of religion from better motives than merely 
to please the world. For however religious the 
world may seem, we can never go far enough to 
render our labour and service acceptable to God, 
by putting on religion only to please the world ! 
" Love must be without dissimulation," for 
the power of religion to make people grow 
better, and if they be hypocrites, that power has 
yet to be sought, and unless it be sought and 
obtained, they will certainly grow worse. What 
then, lastly, are those acts of love, those efforts, 
those settings of themselves in a good way, those 
suspicious avoidances of previous sins, those 
watchings and prayings to thy Father which 
seeth in secret, those careful preparations in pri- 
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vate, and by a daily course of word and deed 
that should make every public ministration of 
religion one and all, (of the prayers, the preach- 
ing, and the breaking of the bread) appointed 
for every one's spiritual profit, or cause these to 
become to every sick soul, rivers of living waters, 
refreshing, invigorating, cleansing and saving to 
their souls. 
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A CHRISTIAN RETROSPECT. 



" Happy art thou, O Israel ; who is like unto 
thee, O people saved by the Lord, the shield of thy 
help, and who is the sword of thy excellency ; and 
thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee ; and 
thou shall tread upon their high places!' — Deut. 
XXXIII, 29. 



MaKapio^ av laparfK, tl<; ofMLO^ <roc Xao9 a-a)^ofi€Po<i 
inro Kvpiov ; xnrepaainei, I3or)0o<: aov Kalfj fiajfavpa kov- 

rov rpayrjKov ovtcjv eml3rj<nf, — SEPT. 



These are the concluding words of this chapter, 
a chapter which contains a series of prophetic 
oracles concerning the twelve tribes of that 
people, to whom Moses, the writer, had been the 
destined leader, from the babe rescued by the 
king's daughter at the river until now, 1 20 years 
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after, he was within a few weeks of the grave. 
And very touching the words are, as brimful of 
love for that people Israel, notwithstanding 
with them he had endured the provocation of 
their ways in the wilderness, which had been 
their only safe abode through that term of the 
Divine displeasure brought upon their fathers, 
owing to unbelief having carried the day, when 
it was put to them — trust not in your own 
strength's sufficiency, exert it, whatever it be, 
with faith in God ; or else allow the seven nations 
of the land sworn to your fathers to keep it 
from you and defy you. 

Moses, however, all through this his last 
writing to them, so near his death, displays an 
unabated attachment to those he was addressing. 
They were indeed then become that mighty 
Israelite host, whose youth had been trained, 
and manhood braced, by that wilderness life ; by 
that shepherd vocation like their forefathers, 
with flocks and herds of the stock that were 
Jacobs still owned ; enough only partly for an 
employment, their cattle not increased to be 
available for daily food supplies of so many, but 
that light bread, that manna they murmured at, 
and that other miraculous provision of quails, 
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being necessary to feed them, and that water 
that a miracle had also supplied necessary for 
their drink. And although their manner of ex- 
pressing their desire for that flesh, and first 
immoderate consumption thereof, was ( as holy 
Scripture judges human conduct,) " lust'' provo- 
cative of swift visitation, still their whole diet in 
that wilderness was simpler perhaps, and plainer 
than a workhouse dietary now, or than any 
dietary many of those ( with means to command 
what they like,) would often persuade themselves 
to conform themselves to — for self -judgment 
on their luxuries, before they be judged df the 
Lord, or for their being lovers of pleasures 
more than lovers of God, in an age of so much 
abundance, unsanctified by any wqrthy enough 
show of genuine return to the Giver of all good, 
or to give themselves to fasting and to prayer, 
or for becoming humiliation of themselves, when 
their land should mourn, for daring forgetfulness 
of God ; as the mourning of Hadradrimon, in 
the valley of Megiddon, " every family apart, of 
the house of David apart, of the houSfe of Na- 
than apart, of the house of Levi apart, (these 
names are figurative in application,) all the fami- 
lies apart, and their wives apart" After this 
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digression, ( which the season of Advent would 
justify in any case, and still more when days of 
special holy prayer, for the greatest cause analo- 
gous to that of Israel by Jordan — that of 
Church Missions — have become a yearly thing), 
I must now endeavour to return to my subject, 
viz. where I got off therefrom, about Moses' 
warm attachment expressed in the text to the 
people of Israel then before him, survivors of 
an older generation, whose carcases had fallen in 
the wilderness, and their memorial perished with 
them. The words of the text are words of 
blessing ; as the chapter at the beginning stated 
consistently with them — " And this is the bless- 
ing wherewith Moses, the man of God, blessed 
the children of Israel before his death." There- 
fore after each several blessing, ox prophetic oracle 
concerning each tribe was concluded, (much 
reminding us of Jacob's similar solemn utter- 
ances just before his death,) Moses consistently 
summed up the blessing in this form : *' Happy 
art thou, O Israel ; who is like unto thee, O 
people ,saved by the Lord," ( how evangelical it 
is scarcely possible not to exclaim !) " saved by 
the Lord, the shield of thy help, and who is the 
sword of thy excellency! and thine enemies 
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shall be found liars unto thee j and thou shalt 
tread upon their high places;" which last ex- 
pression seems to derive light from another 
ancient version, in which I find this alteration : 
" And thou shalt tread upon their neck," which 
would more bring it out as a distinct prophecy 
of those captive kings, upon whose necks soon 
after Joshua (acting under God,) commanded 
his captains to set their feet, such a form in 
those times being important for impression upon 
a simple people, and instructive too concerning 
like complete subjugation under His feet, by 
Christ in the person of His Church, one of whose 
types Joshua was. 

This part of Holy Scripture, however, bre- 
thren, (and indeed what part is otherwise profi- 
table ?) must be heard with hearts prepared for 
application to God's Israel in a more extended 
sense. " The Israel of God," or body of believers 
under the New Covenant of the Gospel are here 
no doubt referred to, and, therefore, I meant to 
say that the words were evangelical. There is, 
however, a comparison I have felt desirous of 
instituting for our search after instruction to-day, 
that has suggested itself to my mind, as follows, 
viz. between these words of Moses' blessing of 
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Israel and that address which our Lord has predic- 
ted will be His own, to those whom He will set 
on His right hand, at His second coming, and the 
end of the world, for that will begin thus: 
"Come, ye blessed children of my Father." For at 
that time the redeemed company so set on our 
Saviour's right hand will be on the point of 
entering into that heavenly kingdom which that 
land of Canaan foreshadowed. How striking in 
their agreement, whether we compare them as to 
occasion or situation, or as to feeling of the 
speaker, are Moses' words with those that will 
then be used by Christ, ** Happy (or blessed) art 
thou, O Israel : who is like unto thee, O people 
saved by the Lord," Jesus Christ, however, 
was that prophet like unto Moses, whom, as He 
had foretold in this book^(xviii, 15, 18, 9.) the 
Lord God of Israel would raise up with warn- 
ing against that man, whoever it might be, who 
should refuse to hear Him obediently. And 
Jesus Christ was the Lord by whom they, and 
all after them, would be saved, whether perils of 
this life or judgment to come were what they 
should be saved from. That generation of Israel 
was at Jordan's banks about to pass over to the 
conquest of Canaan, by the help of the Lord. 

Q 
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Also, a leader had been chosen to lead them over, 
whose name, Joshua, is Jesus, slightly varied in 
spelling, but the same name signifying God the 
Saviour. And Moses was not to be the Leader 
into Canaan the earthly ; his work, a noble work, 
was done, and his course finished, and there arose 
not before Jesus Christ Himself appeared, a 
greaterprophet But to impress upon all believers 
of all ages the heavenly things to come, which the 
mighty event of that age, Israels passage of 
Jordan into Canaan pre-figured, a different 
leader bearing the name of the Prophet greater 
than all (the Christ) was to take Moses' place. 
And although Moses' sin, under one of the 
numerous thankless provocations of the people 
under his charge, was the occasion of his being 
denied entrance to th^t Canaan, it was not loss 
but rather gain to him, to ascend Nebo, view the 
land, and then be removed. Nor does Moses 
show regret to be now remaining on account 
of this exclusion, although he had done a wrong 
thing, as he confesses ; all regret was now over, 
his pardon sealed in heaven, and a blessed rest 
awaiting him. No man ever could have had a 
fairer retrospect, because a retrospect of tribula- 
tions experienced, privations endured, with sharp 
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contradiction of sinners encountered, the re- 
proach of Christ preferred to pleasures of sin for a 
season, with a most abundant instalment of that 
triuniph of God's people's cause given him, to 
see with his eyes before the time of his own 
departure. His mother (by that signal Provi- 
dence, ever ordering the circumstances of its 
instruments), had been his nurse for Pharaoh's 
daughter, which gave her opportunity of teach- 
ing him the story of his being a proper child, or 
fair to God, a babe that gave promise of his 
astonishing future, informing him as he grew up 
of her conviction that prompted faith to expose 
him so fearlessly. Moses remembered this, and 
other teaching from her imbibed, we presume, 
when he thought his people would have under- 
stood what he was to be to them, and went to 
visit them. Moses would call that time to 
mind, and that ill-usage and exile to Midian 
compelled, owing to that visit, wherein the 
usage of Christ was typified as St Stephen's 
speech, in the Acts, has indicated so in- 
structively. Moses had been the chosen in- 
strument of all those wonders in Egypt, those 
many amongst die mightiest of the miracles that 
God's finger had wrought, compared with any 
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that were given, until Messiah Himself appeared. 
He had seen his faith sustained, with hopes how- 
ever rudely dashed by the want of faith in Israel, 
on the twelve men's return from the search of 
Canaan, and ten of them with an evil and dis- 
couraging report ; and had yet afterwards faith- 
fully led the rebellious generation of Israel, and 
also educated a new generation to be better pre- 
pared for Canaan's conquest, who had by this 
time shown their prowess under Joshua and 
Caleb in several encounters with warlike ene- 
mies the side of Jordan they still were, full of 
confidence in the God of battles to be ''the 
shield of their help, and sword of their excel- 
lency," instead of which things Moses now 
declares the Lord was, in the words of his 
blessing. But could Moses be thought a disap- 
pointed man, having lived to the age of one 
hundred and twenty years to see all this come 
to pass, and so much given by the Lord for him 
to see of that great promise, so long ago made 
to their forefathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob ? 
Impossible : as he, the venerable man, at length 
could traverse to and fro, throughout that martial 
camp of manly heroes, trained- and disciplined 
to a highly strict moral and religious purification, 
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as well as to an efficient military drill in subordi- 
nation to their chiefs, with their captains of 
thousands, and captains of hundreds, and 
captains of tens, ready to march at the command 
given. How must Moses' heart have glowed, 
old as he was, with patriotism, as well as with 
recognition of the mighty hand of his God, 
which through various and painful vicissitudes 
had brought His people, for His own purposes, 
to such a power, strength, courage and confidence 
as wherein they then appeared. There are, how- 
ever, not wanting sources of consolation for 
the Christian leader or soldier of Christ, of 
any sphere or rank, to be derived from this 
record. Moses, indeed, had a more impressive 
view of a conquering church than such Christian 
soldiers always have when their work is about to 
cease, and they are required to resign their breath. 
But one, viz. St. Paul, is their pattern, who could 
as enthusiastically glow by the retrospect of his 
work as Moses by that of his. A life of con- 
stancy in speaking of Jesus Christ before all 
kinds and ranks of men, and often too before 
bitter and irreconcilable opponents, was Paul's ; 
yet he had been ever rejoicing. So he could turn 
attention of others, in spite of opponents, to 
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the certain prospect of things above ; as long as 
he could so fight he was reckoning new conquests 
for his Master. His retrospect was of the many 
churches or bodies of believers in Christ, dotted 
about the cities and lands of the then civilized 
world, able and resolute to brave all dangers, all 
ill-usage in patient following of their profession 
of Christ's law, with no other armour than the 
spiritual, obtained by prayer, and means of grace, 
no other sword but that of the Spirit. St Paul 
saw so much train laid, and seed sown of one 
ever-increasing kingdom of Christ, transformed 
out of the kingdom of this world, as sufficed to 
assure him that he had lived long enough, " and 
henceforth, (therefore, said he,) is laid up for me 
a crown which the Lord shall give me on that 
day ;" and the same promises and prospects, 
though seen, it may be, less clearly, and afar off 
in more senses than one, were, we may depend, 
felt and embraced by Moses. The time was to 
human eyes long to both saints, and much 
longer to Moses ; with many more struggles of 
the church of God yet to be encountered 
while that church was restricted to that people 
Israel after the flesh. And who can form an 
idea of longer time than seemed consistent 
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with quickly to human eyes, that might yet leave 
room for return of trials and sufferings as severe 
as any that Moses or Paul escaped from witnes- 
sing by first finishing their faithful courses, that 
is determined by her Lord shall yet strain to 
the utmost Christian patience in His church ? 
There is no room for flattering ourselves that 
it must be far from God's intention so to purge 
His people. Although many faithful men are 
continually being removed to rest, after labours 
blessed to much forwarding of true Christian 
zeal and devotion, there is no room to say God 
will not speedily see cause for severer than usual 
trial of every man's profession of His Son, 
what is its character. As His Son shall, at 
His coming, separate the righteous from the un- 
godly, so now it must not be presumed that 
that profession which requires holiness is to be 
made as easy and comfortable as though it re- 
quired for people only to eat and drink, and 
marry and be given in marriage, without the 
least pains exerted to acknowledge all perilous 
and hurtful, except God be incessantly implored 
to give the grace and resolution to enjoy all, or 
use all as shall be manifestly required by different 
exigencies of the holy cause of righteousness. 
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solely and singly to His glofy. For whom are 
we able to describe as so using the world, with- 
out abusing it ? 

And yet the question is being most coolly put 
off and shelved — What will be our preparation 
to answer our Judge, who will come suddenly ? 
and suddenly, .unawares to the people of this 
world, we are warned. He will come, especially 
to those who so cling to the things of this 
world. " Behold I come as a thief. " And 
indeed, when the warning voice of Christ by 
His ministers that He will so come, make them 
no more welcome messengers than if they were 
thieves and robbers, we may be sure that that 
day of His coming is unlikely to be welcome 
to those that so regard them. Yet people are 
so much still for this world, for the good things 
of this life, for getting more and more frivolous, 
idle, worldly pleasure or advantage, without the 
most miserable fraction more, as they shall pros- 
per more, thought of with satisfaction to bestow 
upon the great cause of Christ, or for asserting 
His call to repentance by example or precept to 
an infatuated ungodly world. For many people 
are prudent for nothing, not even for this world. 
Love of pleasure seems to preclude this. Too 
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many people want patience to make their worldly 
pAidence a training to heavenly, instead of the 
seed of avarice and love of money. People 
gamble and speculate to compass rapid acquire- 
ment of money. They are not restricting their 
pleasures both to provide for themselves better, 
and besides (the most important thing) to sanctify 
all they have by setting apart something for holy 
purposes ; they have no widow's-mite beginnings 
of gifts into the heavenly treasury, to plant 
the grace of endings by large and more ample 
gifts, if they became stewards of greater means 
to dispense to God's glory, and so lay up trea- 
sure in heaven of any important amount. 

Now, brethren, let what I have been saying 
be borne in mind by us all, not to accuse any in 
particular, but rather as a picture of perversion of 
the Christian calling to be continually dreaded, 
when pleasure or gain seem to entice us too 
much, as they do and will, although we may 
have been enabled by God's grace to have laid 
up treasure in heaven, by many works of faith, 
and good done to our fellow-believers in need. 
Let the more satisfaction, therefore, which re- 
membrance of good done, though imperfectly, 
causes us, than the remembrance of neglect to 
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do good when it was in our power, (which rather 
causes pain of mind) be our guide. Let us so 
examine ourselves as to learn where we are 
shirking the business of our souls, by refusing 
the manifest claim of Christ upon our service 
to His cause. Let us so prepare ourselves for 
His coming. We ought, indeed, be zealous haste- 
ners of His coming; we ought to love His ap- 
pearing; and those who would share a crown 
of glory that cheered the devoted apostle and 
martyr, St. Paul, must stir themselves until they 
love the thought of their Lord's appearing 
much better, and upon surer grounds. 

We have, therefore, like St. Paul, and no less 
like Moses and other saints, to gain that retro- 
spect of our past life, which shall tend to 
assuage the terrors about meeting Christ, and 
also remove the dread of death, be it ordered to 
be gradual or sudden in its approach. 
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THE ANTICHRIST. 



^'Little ch^ldren^ it is the last time ; and as 
ye have heard that antichrist shall come, — 
I. John, ii, i8. 



In speaking to any ordinary congregation, who 
have been in the habit of attending church from 
season to season, from Sunday to Sunday, year 
after year, I should apprehend exciting no sur- 
prise by very solemnly insisting that the end of 
the world was approaching, and that the time 
was entered upon, called here the last time, 
wherein it was the duty of us all, as servants 
waiting for their Master s return from a journey, 
to be waiting in expectation of the sudden ap- 
pearance of our Divine Master Jesus Christ, to 
judge the world. And yet, perhaps, there are 
things, (concerning which Holy Scripture con- 
tains prophetic light, which, being turned as a 
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lantern on to what has been passing, and is still 
passing in the world) that to speak of as Holy 
Scripture s light would appear to supply the test 
to show us what the things are, would be a sur- 
prise for many hearers in an ordinary Christian, 
congregation. And things I feeL there are, which 
we may see, that are somewhat perplexing to 
reconcile with the advantages of so full and 
complete revelation as the Gospel, concerning 
the love of God to man, and the means whereby 
man may secure God's favour here and salvation 
hereafter ; and surely it is better for people that 
they should be perplexed and puzzled to recon- 
cile the manners^ and tastes^ and customs^ around 
them, (and with which they fall in, though unwil- 
lingly,) with that picture of the world enlightened 
by the Gospel they had learned to form in their 
minds, better so, than that the manners, tastes and 
customs should be warmly approved of, perhaps 
even highly praised and boasted of, as beating all 
that has ever been, and going on in quite the 
right road to the supposed noblest and greatest 
things for man, or that man is capable of. Yet 
if we be hearers, who can have patience to be 
reminded of a sudden appearance of our Lord 
J esus Christ, to the grief and alarm of millions 
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of hearts, that had set their hope in the progress 
to exactly those supposed greatest and noblest 
things I have mentioned ; then, although it 
may excite surprise, it ought not to be so beyond 
all belief, that there are manners, tastes, and ctcs-^ 
tarns, growing in their hold upon people's affec- 
tions, and people's confidence, which are a 
hindrance to estimation at its deserved value of 
the salvation which has been preached through 
Christ. But all such hindrances to estimation 
of such a thing of so great salvation, would seem 
to come under the description antichrist whereof 
St. John remarked that, even in his own time, 
when he was writing his epistle from which our 
text is taken, there were many. 

St John, moreover, in the words of our text, 
can hardly be mistaken from intending to refer 
to one very marvellous and surpassing hindrance 
to faithful and hearty acceptance of salvation 
through Christ, which had been communi- 
cated to those to whom he wrote, under the 
name of the antichrist. For more strictly trans- 
lated from the original, the reading would be 
the antichrist. And we can hardly escape from ac- 
cepting the text as St. John's warning to our 
own generation of the same partakers of the 
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Gospel call, with those he then first addressed, 
that it is the last time, and " as ye have heard 
that antichrist, (or rather the antichrist) shall 
come." And let us consider ourselves, if we be 
but attentive and submissive to all Christ's 
words, that Christ Himself, by his apostles, ad- 
dressed us with all the tenderness that St. John 
could have felt when he wrote " little children." 
As " Little childrenl' (then, we may presume, 
Christ, by his apostle, would affectionately warn 
His faithful followers still on the earth,) "it is the 
last time, and as ye have heard that the anti- 
christ shall come." "As ye have heard," then, or 
as has been revealed in the Scriptures which have 
been placed in our hands that we should hear 
them, and read, and mark, and learn and digest. 
" It is the last time, and the antichrist shall come." 
And yet who, amongst these most desirous of 
hearing and improving in their acquaintance 
with the Scriptures, have searched out any impor- 
tant teaching about this antichrist ? I confess, my- 
self, that I should seeni to need years perhaps for 
further study, before I should be fully prepared to 
impart to others much that would be important 
from the Scriptures upon this subject. Considering 
however, the shortness of our life, the limits to 
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our ability, and rareness of our opportunity, as 
well as the necessity — give us of your oil — and 
of the duty of spending and being spent for others, 
of more consequence than seeking to understand 
all mysteries^ only for a mans self, I feel 
prompted to endeavour to make others share 
with me some such instruction upon the sub- 
ject of the antichrist which was to appear in the 
last days as I have been enabled up to the 
present time to glean. 

It is, therefore, I think, abundantly shown by 
the most able writers, ancient and more recent, 
that this hindrance to due acceptance of salva- 
tion by Christ, or destruction of belief in the 
Gospel, was foreshown by the prophet Daniel 
in his prophecy of the career of a certain king, 
whom he foretold would arise, and who did 
arise many centuries after his own time, and did 
most cruelly persecute God's people, the Jews, 
at a period long after their return from the 
captivity in Babylon, and within the second 
century before the first coming of Christ. And 
it is worthy of notice how that persecution's 
preceding Christ's first coming by so short a 
space, suggests the antichrist to be expected 
near to the time of His second coming or 
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advent And, moreover, if we should be com- 
pelled to confess that the signs of the times tell 
us plainly of the antichrist at our very door, 
then the second coming of Christ Himself can- 
not be thought far distant. For Daniel's and 
other prophecies teach us both with emphatic 
precision that the antichrist will be a terrible 
evil to the church, and to hold fast our con- 
fidence nevertheless that it shall be overcome, 
and the church delivered out of it. 

There is also intimation how that the most 
faithful of God's people will be the present 
sufferers from the antichrist, but that mere pro- 
fessing Christians will be on good terms with 
this enemy, and be let alone to do what they 
will, and, it may be, prosper as if nothing were 
wrong. And as Daniel's prophecies, most of 
them, are remarkable for their extension to 
Christian times, and the latest days, so must 
the eleventh chapter be thought to have its 
most important fulfilment in the latest days. 

We find it contains a very minute continuous 
prophetic history of kings that should succes- 
sively be conspicuous for power, from the first 
year of Darius (Daniel's own time), through 
many ages, in the neighbourhood of God's own 
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people, the Jews. So clearly could all these 
kings be identified by an enemy of the truth 
who wrote in the third century after Christ's 
coming, that he was driven to invent a story of 
another Daniel's having written these portions 
after all these kings had arisen, and- so these por- 
tions of the book called Daniel were a history 
instead of a prophecy. 

That writer, however, rather helped to prove 
the accuracy of Daniel as a prophet, after all 
pretence that the same Daniel did not write 
these portions of his book ages before was 
shown impossible. But our Lord's own au- 
thority may serve the humblest believer best of 
all for assurance on that point, who in the New 
Testament has drawn attention so emphatically 
to what was spoken by Daniel the Prophet, as if 
to teach His followers that in Daniel's writings 
there was provided special guidance to know- 
ledge of Himself and things concerning His 
' people, and future events wherewith they would 
be gready concerned. 

And the use we should perhaps, in the first 
place, make of the fact that the Divine foreknow- 
ledge penetrated into all the various circum- 
stances and transactions of all those several kings 
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(of two neighbour states to the Jews), would be, to 
assure ourselves that all that numerous kings, 
conspicuous men, and nations, and churches, and 
sects, and parties have since done, or ever shall 
do in time to come, have been equally fore- 
known, and, too, limited within bounds which 
they shall not be able to pass. Accordingly 
Daniel had shown how many remaining kings 
of Persia would reign, had then clearly de- 
scribed the conqueror of the Persian empire, 
and next had described his successors in Syria, 
situate north of the Holy Land where the Jews 
were living, and in Egypt southward of the same 
territory of God's people. The contemporary 
sovereigns of these two powerful states north 
and south of Palestine or the Jews' land, are 
spoken of in this prophecy, as the king of the 
North, and king of the South. Through several 
reigns of each dynasty, there was war be- 
tween the king of the North and king of the 
South, as they are called in Daniel, and God's 
people suffered from both parties. Neither 
were faithful friends to these. Neither were 
proselytes to the worship of the true God, whose 
witness the Jewish church of the time was or- 
dained to be. 
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Nevertheless, both these heathen states pre- 
sented to Jewish eyes the attraction of Grecian 
manners and culture derived from the old days 
of Greece, in her prime; handed down from 
Greece, the country once most famous in all the 
arts, knowledge and polished writing, or litera- 
ture of ancient times, the country also that had 
been renowned as any in feats of war and 
for great battles. Even the Roman people 
copied Greece in many things, as from a model 
to which they themselves were far inferior. 
Roman education and finish was borrowed in 
later days from Greece. But outward grace- 
ful form, with principles of conduct that had 
their origin from Greece, might not have been 
all an improvement, even to the rough, simple 
Roman nation, who were also ignorant of a true 
religion. Much less with all its world-wide re- 
nown was that Grecian culture and civilization 
as it was presented to them in these two neigh- 
bour states safe for entire adoption by the Jews. 
It doubtless had a disastrous tendency to weaken 
the Jews' attachment to that law of Moses 
to which God had placed them under obedience. 
It likely dulled their sense of God's purposes 
through themselves to fulfil mighty promises 
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made to their fathers, and they became ashamed 
of setting store by their covenanted privileges — 
began to think more of the distinction it pro- 
cured in the eyes of the world to be as Grecian 
as possible, than of their spiritual birthright. 
Of such tendencies appear to have been the in- 
fluences that most powerfully affected the Jews 
in the times of those kings of the North and 
South being their neighbours. They often 
adopted Grecian names, as more honoured than 
names of Jewish sound ; they eagerly sought to 
flatter the great men of those heathen states by 
imitating them, sinking Jewish peculiarities, 
wherein doubtless many exchanged reverence for 
their own religion, (not for idolatry, which they 
did not become inclined for, since the captivity in 
Babylon,) but for an infatuated love to be Gre- 
cian in style, and, perhaps, Grecian in copying 
some of their philosophy, (like that whose pro- 
fession St. Paul found so much hindrance to his 
preaching at Athens,) such as might serve to 
palliate the excessive profligacy of those heathen 
courts, and deaden conscience as to increasing 
corruption of morals, it was their interest to shut 
their own eyes to, while eager only to cultivate 
favour and distinction in the eyes of their great 
heathen neighbours. 
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But herein I cannot well refrain from making 
a comparison. Are not we people of England 
a Christian nation ? Have not we, through the 
plantation of the faith of Christ crucified in our 
land, become a people of God, quite as much 
bound to do all to the glory of God as ever 
were that former people of God in those ages 
whereof I have been speaking ? But have we 
not become attracted by the knowledges of all 
manner of things, and, in our hearts, set their ac- 
quisition as higher in value than the acquisition 
of faith and hope in God, improved by devout 
attention to the knowledge and teaching of 
God's word ? Has not talk about education, 
with the meaning attached only, of every kind 
of knowledge besides the knowledge of God and 
of His will, been set up on high as sufficient to 
stand every child in stead for quitting himself 
wisely and worthily through life ? 

Have not increased rates been enforced by 
the law in all parts of the country, in order to 
provide this sort of education ? And does not 
Christian England love to have it so ? And 
has not an increased appetite, lust of the ^e^ for 
all manner of fanciful shapes and patterns, in 
our dress, in our furniture, in our buildings, been 
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stimulated and excited, owing to the breathless 
eagerness of trading firms against trading firms, 
to maintain consumption and profit, at a pace 
with what would otherwise be wasteful and 
excessive production ? Are not the walls of 
every public haunt, every street comer, dis- 
figured by the obtrusive advertisements of all 
manner of new devices for administering to the 
presumed necessity, health, comfort, decoration 
or perfect enjoyment of this life ; as if that life 
to come were, by common consent, deserving of 
no such serious consideration, ( as a problem, in 
what our orators love to be listened to upon,) 
as social science ? 

More might be said in reference to the mind 
of this once Christian England being for the 
most part carried away with undue applause of 
a social condition, highly coloured and bedecked 
with superfluous products of art and science, to 
the gready undervaluing of the one thing needfuly 
VIZ. that which cannot be more fittingly expressed 
than in the words of Job, " Behold, the fear of 
the Lord, that is wisdom, and to depart from 
evil, that is understanding." But, so that it can 
be somewhat strikingly demonstrated that a 
Christian people like ourselves may have been 
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more and more filling up a measure of provoca- 
tion of the Lord against our lust after vanities 
of a world with culture, education and perfection 
upon other principles than those of the Gospel, 
there will have been enough put forward to 
illustrate my point. My point was, that the ten- 
dency of our manners, tastes, and customSy is to 
our becoming shortly ready allies of the anti- 
christ which was to come, and so remarkably 
like the Jews in the times preceding the rise of 
that King mentioned in the prophecies of Daniel 
under whom they would suffer so severely, their 
religion be persecuted, their temple polluted by 
sacrifice of the swine, a heathen idol set up 
therein, vast numbers of the Jews slain, with 
horrible cruelties practised, until those heroic 
men called the Maccabees, rose up, and trusting 
only in God, valiantly resisted the oppressor, 
with God's help, cleansed and re-dedicated their 
temple, and re-established their holy religion in 
that completeness wherein it was found retained 
at the first coming of the promised Saviour. 
The antichrist, then, that is to come in the last 
time may well be apprehended to be that un- 
belief, that merely worldly and secular spirit, 
whose influence is noticeable, upon the quality 
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of Christian profession in these our times to 
make the quality inferior. And as I have sug- 
gested, it was typified by that king of the North, 
or next country north of the Jews' boundary. 
And I would suggest, from the remarks of our es- 
teemed diocesan (Bishop Wordsworth) to whose 
labours I have been much indebted, that the 
antichrist is not the Papacy or Church of Rome, 
but that the other power from which the Jews 
suffered also, over which the kings of the South 
(mentioned by Daniel) ruled, was typical of 
this other enemy of our time to the truth ; and 
that as the kings of the North and South, the 
Jews' neighbours of their latter times, were ever 
at war, so the Papacy and modern scepticism, 
(in other words, a heathen superstition and anti- 
christ,) are in our latter Christian times in 
violent hostility. Both very much harass and 
disquiet all sincere and firm believers and 
followers of the pure gospel ; but the insincere 
and worldly professors of the same gospel, are, 
like those remnants of Moab, Edom, Ammonites, 
nations allied in blood with God's ancient people, 
on peaceable terms with what is too clearly 
anti-Christian, and savouring of, or growing to 
the anti-christ ere the end come. Therefore, 
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let all those who value the Salvation which Jesus 
Christ came to win for them beware of being 
led away with the deceits of our times, and re- 
flect upon their duty to be ready to suffer, if need 
be, shame or loss for the cause of Christ, and to 
look only to His coming again, as the perfection 
of all they seek after ; and so that triumphant 
climax be hastened, the simpler and fewer their 
purchases in the great modern market of super- 
fluities of art and man' s device, the less waste and 
loss, and greater, most likely, the gain ; or an 
exchange that might be truly termed " beauty 
for ashes." 
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